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THE SEASON 
FOR WARM SOUP
Made with vegetables or bone broth,  
simmered staple is fall favorite Food+Wine

AIRLINE EXPANDS SERVICE
Alaska flying to Orange County Business

TEEN RUNNER ON A STREAK
SR High’s White has shot at history Sports

Tasers used weekly at county jail

REUNIFICATION PLAN

Santa Rosa City Council voted 5-0 to authorize spend-
ing up to $500,000 to hire a design firm to redesign 
the Old Courthouse Square reunification project.
Cost: $10 million
Road improvements: Rebuild Hinton and Exchange 
side streets with “maximum” parking 
Interior improvements: “Simple open, flexible 
and sustainable” design sought
WHAT’S NEXT

 ■ City and the Chamber of Commerce to plan at least 
three design meetings from November to January. 

 ■ City hopes to be under construction on full project, 
streets and interior work, by June 1.

 ■ Project to be completed by the end of 2016. 

JOHN BURGESS / The Press Democrat

The Santa Rosa City Council on Tuesday took steps to fast-track a project to reunify Old Courthouse Square in downtown. 

A unifying move
OLD COURTHOUSE SQUARE: After 30 years, SR council sets the city  
on an ambitious path and timetable to reunite the heart of downtown 

Nearly 50 years ago, Santa Rosa de-
molished the county courthouse 
that sat in the middle of  a square 

in the heart of  downtown and ran four 
lanes of  Mendocino Avenue through the 
space where it once stood.

On Tuesday, after more than 30 years 
of  consideration, the Santa Rosa City 
Council took its biggest step yet toward 
reunifying the two sides of  Old Court-
house Square and creating a vibrant 
public space that aims to revitalize the 
downtown economy in the process. 

“It is a signal and, I hope, a beacon 
of  progress in downtown Santa Rosa,” 

Mayor John Sawyer said. “It will be a 
great space for people.”

The $10 million project is far from 
fully approved. A great deal of  public 
input and design work needs to happen 
in short order for the project to break 
ground by June 1 as envisioned. 

But the council voted 5-0 to take a 
series of  steps Tuesday that set the city 
on an ambitious, one-year design and 
construction timetable that officials 
concede will be exciting to witness but 
challenging to pull off.

“It’s aggressive, but we definitely feel 
like it’s possible,” Jason Nutt, the city’s 
director of  transportation and public 
works told the council. 

Dentists crushed over mysterious candy caper

Things were going so well for the 
father-and-daughter Santa Rosa den-
tists who promote healthy, happy 
mouths by purchasing kids’ Hallow-
een candy and treating them to tooth-
brushes, floss and such.

At the buyback party Monday after-

noon in the parking lot of  their Chil-
dren’s Dental Health Center, doctors 
Steve Berger and Shana Van Cleave 
paid youngsters a dollar a pound for 
a total of  767 pounds of  candy. The fla-
vored sugar then went into the dental 
office’s Dumpster.

On Tuesday morning, the dentists 
discovered something that almost 
made them drop their teeth: Nearly 

every piece of  candy had been plucked 
up from the garbage bin and carted off.

“There was maybe a Starburst left,” 
reported Van Cleave.

Whoever took the candy messily 
tossed aside the trash that was mixed 
in with it, most of  that consisting of  
the bags and boxes that had contained 
the sweets when the dentists and their 

Dentists Steve Berger, left, and Shana Van Cleave 
collected 767 pounds of Halloween candy during 
their annual buyback Monday from patients.

Correctional deputies in the 
Sonoma County Jail resort to 
physical force several times a 
week and break out Tasers near-
ly weekly.

That’s according to statistics 

from county attorneys in an 
ongoing excessive-force lawsuit 
brought by a Forestville man.

In legal papers, the county 
said there were 1,623 document-
ed incidents involving force at 
the main jail from 2010 to pres-
ent. Over the same period, there 
were 280  Taser incidents, the 
documents said.

None of  the incidents was 
deemed to be in violation of  
official policy, the papers said. 
Critics said the numbers paint a 
troubling picture of  what’s hap-

pening behind jail walls while 
supporters said they’re low con-
sidering the volume of  inmates.

“We don’t think that in a 
well-run facility Tasers are nec-
essary at all,” said Sara Nor-
man, managing attorney of  the 
Berkeley-based Prison Law Of-
fice. “They shouldn’t need to use 
them.”

A Sheriff’s Office spokeswom-
an defended the county’s record 
Tuesday, saying 274,706  people 
passed through the jail over the 
nearly six-year period.

Furthermore, the department 
had received only 36  force com-
plaints, said Sgt. Cecile Focha. 
That number encompasses dep-
uties who work at the jail, as well 
as court security and on patrol.

Santa Rosa attorney and for-
mer Sonoma County sheriff’s 
deputy Scott Lewis said force 
can be necessary to keep some-
times violent inmates from 
hurting themselves or others.

“You’re talking about a group 
of  people who have no rules,” 
said Lewis, who represents po-

lice agencies. “Suddenly, they’re 
in a place where all the rules are 
enforced.”

The statistics were contained 
in a response by the county 
to questions from lawyers for 
Esa Wroth, 28, who has filed a 
$3  million excessive-force law-
suit. Wroth claims he was shot 
23  times by Tasers while being 
booked into the jail in 2013 on 
drunken-driving charges. A 
29-minute video is key to his 
claim. 

Report details deputies’ use 
of force on inmates; sheriff’s 
officials say tactics necessary 

By PAUL PAYNE
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT 
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China’s 
coal use 
revised 

17% higher

BEIJING — China, the world’s 
leading emitter of  greenhouse 
gases from coal, is burning far 
more annually than previously 
thought, according to new gov-
ernment data. The finding could 
vastly complicate the already 
difficult efforts to limit global 
warming.

Even for a country of  China’s 
size and opacity, the scale of  the 
correction is immense. China 
has been consuming as much 
as 17  percent more coal each 
year than reported, according 
to the new government figures. 
By some initial estimates, that 
could translate to almost a bil-
lion more tons of  carbon diox-
ide released into the atmosphere 
annually in recent years, more 
than all of  Germany emits from 
fossil fuels.

Officials from around the 
world will have to come to 
grips with the new figures 
when they gather in Paris this 
month to negotiate an interna-
tional framework for curtailing 
greenhouse-gas pollution. The 
data also pose a challenge for 
scientists who are trying to re-
duce China’s smog, which often 
bathes whole regions in acrid, 
unhealthy haze.

The Chinese government has 
promised to halt the growth of  
its emissions of  carbon dioxide, 
the main greenhouse pollutant 
from coal and other fossil fuels, 
by 2030. The new data suggest 
that the task of  meeting that 
deadline by reducing China’s 
dependence on coal will be more 
daunting and urgent than ex-
pected, said Yang Fuqiang, a 
former energy official in China 
who now advises the Natural 

World’s leading emitter of 
greenhouse gases creates 
dilemma for climate talks

By CHRIS BUCKLEY
NEW YORK TIMES
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By CHRIS SMITH
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

“There was maybe a Starburst left.”
SHANA VAN CLEAVE, dentist at Children’s Dental Health Center


