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Toxic 
politics 
turns off 
electorate

An overwhelming majority 
of  voters are disgusted by the 
state of  American politics, and 
many harbor doubts that either 
major-party nominee can unite 
the country after a historically 
ugly presidential campaign, ac-

cording to the 
final pre-elec-
tion New York 
T i m e s / C B S 
News Poll.

In a grim 
preview of the 
discontent that 
may cloud at 
least the out-
set of  the next 
p r e s i d e n t ’ s 
term, Hillary 
Clinton and 
Donald Trump 

are seen by a majority of  voters 
as unlikely to bring the country 
back together after this bitter 
election season.

With more than 8 in 10 voters 
saying the campaign has left 
them repulsed rather than ex-
cited, the rising toxicity threat-
ens the ultimate victor. Clinton, 
the Democratic candidate, and 
Trump, the Republican nominee, 
are seen as dishonest and viewed 
unfavorably by a majority of  vot-
ers.

While her advantage has nar-
rowed since mid-October, Clin-
ton still has an edge in the sur-
vey because of  a commanding 
advantage among women and 
nonwhite voters. She has the 
support of  45 percent of  likely 
voters while Trump has 42 per-
cent. Gary Johnson, the Liber-
tarian nominee, has slipped to 5 
percent, and Jill Stein, the Green 
Party candidate, is at 4 percent.

VOTER DISCONTENT  »  
Poll: Many doubt US 
can unite after Election 
By JONATHAN MARTIN  
AND DALIA SUSSMAN  
NEW YORK TIMES
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 ■ Trump and 

Clinton make 
last-minute pitch-
es as polls narrow 
and Election Day 
approaches / B1

 ■ Experts warn 
that Moscow may 
try to sow seeds 
of doubt about 
poll results / B1

Suicide more likely to kill middle schoolers than car crashes

WASHINGTON — It is now just as likely 
for middle school students to die from sui-
cide as from traffic accidents.

That grim fact was published Thursday 
by the Centers for Disease Control and 

Prevention. They found that in 2014, the 
most recent year for which data is avail-
able, the suicide rate for children ages 10 
to 14 had caught up to their death rate for 
traffic accidents.

The number is an extreme data point 
in an accumulating body of  evidence that 
young adolescents are suffering from a 
range of  health problems associated with 
the country’s rapidly changing culture. 
The pervasiveness of  social networking 
means that entire schools can witness 
someone’s shame. And with continual ac-
cess to such networks, those pressures do 

not end when a child comes home in the 
afternoon.

“It’s clear to me that the question of  
suicidal thoughts and behavior in this 
age group has certainly come up far more 
frequently in the last decade than it had 
in the previous decade,” said Dr. Marsha 
Levy-Warren, a clinical psychologist in 
New York who works with adolescents. 
“Cultural norms have changed tremen-
dously from 20 years ago.”

Death is a rare event for adolescents. 

By SABRINA TAVERNISE
NEW YORK TIMES
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ALARMING TREND » Mental 
health suffers with rising use  
of social media, some suggest 

WHERE TO GET HELP
North Bay Suicide Prevention 24-hour 
Hotline: 855-587-6373

NAMI Sonoma County Warmline: 707-
527-6655

Sonoma County Psychiatric Emergency 
Services: 707-576-8181

For information on Sonoma County support 
groups, call 707-527-6655 or go to nami-
sonomacounty.org.

A fresh start for Dungeness crab season

Campers drawn to Doran 
Beach Regional Park by the 
promise of  freshly caught 
Dungeness crab and renewing 
long-held traditions formed a 
lengthy queue of  RVs and boats 
by midday Thursday. 

A year ago, many of  the same 
crowd were taking in bad news: 
the postponement of  Califor-
nia’s crab season because of  a 
toxic algae bloom that put the 
fishery off limits to all crabbers, 
recreational and commercial, 
until March. 

Now, with the disappoint-
ment of  last season still a pain-
ful memory, the sport season 
is back on amid expectations 
that fewer crab caught last year 
means many big ones wait off-
shore.

“We’re good to go,” Sacra-

mento resident Tim Donaldson 
said with a grin. 

He and his wife and sever-
al dozen friends this weekend 
were set to reconvene a crab 
feast they’ve shared for 14 years. 
Many of  those who plan ahead 
for this occasion staked their 
claim to Bodega Bay campsites 
a year ago, Sonoma County 
parks personnel said. Under 
state law, they will be allowed 
to begin soaking their crab pots 
beginning at 12:01 a.m. Satur-

BODEGA BAY » Campers 
gather, revive traditions 
of feasting with friends

By MARY CALLAHAN
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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A group 
of Analy 
High School 
graduates 
from the late 
1960s have 
been gathering 
at the Doran 
Beach 
campground 
for the start of 
the crab season 
for the past 20 
years.  
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On Thursday, Sonoma County Sheriff’s Office investigators and coroner’s officials, left, carry a gurney with human remains away from the scene 
where the body was found in a wooded area near a Sonoma State University parking lot in Rohnert Park.

Effort to ID body

A handful of  Sonoma State Univer-
sity students, one of  them holding 
her hand over her mouth, watched 
from the edge of  a campus parking 
lot Thursday afternoon as Sonoma 
County sheriff’s detectives in white 
overalls emerged from a wooded 
area of  brush and oak, carrying the 
body of  a man on a stretcher.

Encased in a semi-rigid black 

body bag, the unidentified man 
was exhumed from a shallow grave 
in a small grove of  oak trees about  
100 yards to the west of  Sonoma 
State’s parking lot M. 

It was discovered shortly after 
noon on Wednesday by a universi-
ty landscaper who spotted part of  
the head of  the mostly buried body, 
sheriff’s Sgt. Spencer Crum said.

“It’s a male,” said Crum, minutes 
after the body was placed in a coun-
ty coroner’s van around 4 p.m. 

Crum said the body was caked in 
mud. He said detectives could not 
immediately discern any wounds, 
such as those caused by a bullet, 

By MARTIN ESPINOZA  
AND JULIE JOHNSON
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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ROHNERT PARK » MYSTERY AT SSU

Homicide suspected after 
landscaper finds man’s 
remains near parking lot

Sonoma County Sheriff’s Office investigators prepare to 
examine the scene where a human body was found near a 
parking lot at Sonoma State University in Rohnert Park.


