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SET YOUR CLOCKS:  
Daylight saving time 
ends at 2 a.m. Sunday.

‘PEOPLE GET CRAB FEVER’ » 
Bodega Bay crowded as 
Dungeness season begins.  A3

PREP FOOTBALL » Casa Grande 
edges past SR as regular 
season comes to an end.  C1

PINK-HUE RESIDUE » After the 
fires, a guide to any retardant 
that might be lingering.   D1

President 
crosses a 
long-held 
boundary

WASHINGTON — President 
Donald Trump on Friday repeat-
edly called on the Justice De-
partment and FBI to investigate 
his Democratic 
political oppo-
nents, a breach 
of  the tradi-
tional executive 
branch bound-
aries designed 
to prevent the 
criminal justice 
system from 
becoming polit-
icized.

Trump urged 
federal law enforcement to “do 
what is right and proper” by 
launching criminal probes of  
former presidential rival Hillary 
Clinton and her party — a sur-
prising use of  his bully pulpit 

By PHILIP RUCKER  
AND MATT ZAPOTOSKY
WASHINGTON POST
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In unprecedented move, 
Trump demands probes 
of Democratic rivals

Donald 
Trump

Survivors say alert 
system failed them

PHOTOS BY KENT PORTER / THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

Cal Fire firefighters try to protect a home Oct. 8 in Napa County close to the origin of the Tubbs fire. The house, among the first to catch fire, was destroyed.

The day before a deadly firestorm raced from 
Calistoga to northern Santa Rosa, burning 
entire neighborhoods to the ground, Martin 

Whiteside’s cellphone emitted an obnoxious tone 
and displayed a message: Suspected child abduction 
in San Francisco. Be on the lookout for a silver Ford. 

A longtime resident of  Greenbriar Way in Rincon 
Valley, Whiteside consid-
ered himself  prepared for 
an emergency. He had no 
landline telephone, but 
he had downloaded emer-
gency notification appli-
cations on his cellphone 
and kept a public alert ra-
dio on hand. He’d stashed 
flashlights, extra food, 
toilet paper and water in 
case of  an earthquake, 
and kept a list of  things 

to grab during an evacuation.   But none of  those 
preparations helped early that Monday, Oct. 9, as 
Whiteside slept. A firestorm burned for more than 
three hours before it encroached into his neighbor-
hood north of  Montecito Boulevard. About 1 a.m., a 
neighbor pounded on his front door, Whiteside said, 
and when he stepped outside there were “flames all 
over the place.” His phone had remained silent.  

Martin Whiteside, shown outside his home Friday, was awoken by a neighbor Oct. 9 and 
evacuated his home as the Tubbs fire raced toward Rincon Valley. On his phone is the view 
from his block when he stepped outside that night. He did not receive emergency alerts.

NORTH COAST FIRES » EMERGENCY WARNINGS

Residents who fled flames wonder why their phones were silent
By JULIE JOHNSON
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT  
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“The one time I needed this — really needed  
this — the damn thing wasn’t used.”
MARTIN WHITESIDE, a Rincon Valley resident who took precautions and  
downloaded emergency alert systems — to no avail

INSIDE
 ■ Only one shelter — Finley 

Center — remains open / A3
 ■Gov. Brown requests $7.4B 

for wildfire relief / A8

COMING SUNDAY
 ■A detailed map of the 

Tubbs fire’s origin, spread  
and devastation 

Report 
contests 
Trump 
views

WASHINGTON — Direct-
ly contradicting much of  the 
Trump administration’s position 
on climate change, 13 federal 
agencies unveiled an exhaustive 
scientific report 
Friday that says 
humans are 
the dominant 
cause of  the 
global tempera-
ture rise that 
has created the 
warmest period 
in the history of  
civilization.

Over the past 
115 years, glob-
al average tem-
peratures have 
increased 1.8 
degrees Fahr-
enheit, leading to record-break-
ing weather events and tempera-
ture extremes, the report says. 
The global, long-term warming 
trend is “unambiguous,” it says, 
and there is “no convincing al-
ternative explanation” that any-
thing other than humans — the 
cars we drive, the  power plants 
we operate, the forests we de-
stroy — are to blame.

The report was approved for 
release by the White House, but 
the findings come as the Trump 
administration is defending its 
climate change policies. The 
United Nations convenes its an-

Humans indisputably 
main cause of global 
warming, agencies say

By LISA FRIEDMAN
NEW YORK TIMES
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Scott  
Pruitt
EPA administrator 
has said carbon 
dioxide is not a  
primary contributor 
to global warming.

CLIMATE CHANGE

Deadlines set for fire debris removal

Sonoma County residents 
who lost their homes in the 
North Bay wildfires last month 
have a little more than one week 
left to sign up for the govern-
ment-sponsored cleanup pro-
gram, or about 2½ weeks if  they 
want to apply to use a private 
contractor instead.

Fire victims must submit 

right-of-entry forms by Nov. 13 
in order to allow contractors 
with the U.S. Army Corps of  En-
gineers to remove the debris of  
their destroyed homes. Home-
owners who decide to opt out of  
the government effort have until 
Nov. 22 to submit an application 
and work plan for the alternate 
program, which allows private 
contractors to remove the rem-
nants of  their charred homes 
instead. 

The deadlines were approved 
Friday afternoon by the Sono-
ma County Board of  Supervi-
sors, which convened a special 
meeting to set the time frame as 

quickly as possible.
Supervisors also agreed at 

the meeting to allow transition-
al housing units provided by 
the Federal Emergency Man-
agement Agency at the Sono-
ma County Fairgrounds. The 
federal government will lease 
80 existing RV spots at the fair-
grounds and officials have au-
thorization from supervisors to 
add 120 more spaces as well. 

But for homeowners, debris 
removal has remained one of  the 
most pressing — and confusing 
— concerns, and it was the main 
focus of  supervisors on Friday.

Some residents have objected 

to the quickly approaching dead-
line to join the government’s de-
bris removal program, asking 
for more time to consider wheth-
er it’s the best option for them. 

Emergency officials, however, 
have maintained Nov. 13 is the 
latest date they can reasonably 
allow. 

“We need to operate efficient-
ly — we need to maximize our 
time and resources to eliminate 
the public health threat and 
minimize the cost to taxpayers,” 
said Eric Lamoureux, a regional 
administrator for the state Office 

By J.D. MORRIS
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

Supervisors OK dates to 
sign up for government 
cleanup or private option
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