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GRUESOME FIND IN MAN’S BRAIN: College  
student still recovering from ailment caused by 
tapeworm larva discovered by doctors / A3
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WARRIORS GET 
PAST CLIPPERS
Curry scores 31 points as Golden State 
extends winning streak to five Sports
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Michigan brewer makes splash Business
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White House hopeful fundraising Empire 

Sport fishery’s season 
for crabs in limbo 

STATE COMMERCIAL 
DUNGENESS CRAB CATCH
Season Pounds Value
2013-14 17,085,545 $59,281,158
2012-13 24,368,798 $69,515,296
2011-12 31,888,452 $95,546,394
2010-11 27,549,918 $56,734,206

SOURCE: California Department of Fish and Wildlife

JOHN BURGESS / The Press Democrat

Willard Hengen of Bodega Bay attaches new line to crab pots used in commercial fishing. As with the recreational Dungeness crab  
season, the start of the commercial season is in jeopardy because of a persistent bloom of toxic red algae off the Pacific Coast.

Attacker 
killed, 4 

hurt in UC 
stabbings

MERCED — A male college 
student burst into a morning 
class at a Central Valley uni-
versity with a hunting knife 
Wednesday and may have killed 
his intended victim if  not for the 
heroic intervention of  a con-
struction worker who ran into 
the room to break up the attack.

The construction worker and 
three others were injured, but 
all are expected to survive. The 
alleged assailant, described as 
a college student in his 20s, was 
shot and killed by campus police 
as he fled the scene at UC Mer-
ced.

Two of  the injured had to be 
airlifted to nearby hospitals, and 
the other two were treated on 
campus. Authorities didn’t re-
lease the name of  the assailant 
or his victims.

The incident began when the 
assailant used a knife to stab 
two people in a second-floor 
room around the start of  an 
8  a.m. class, Merced County 
Sheriff Vern Warnke said.

A construction worker out-
side rushed in to check on the 
commotion, distracted the at-
tacker and was also stabbed. 
Warnke credited the worker 
with saving the life of  one of  the 
victims.

“I think he prevented this first 
student from dying,” Warnke 
said during an afternoon news 
conference. “He didn’t go in 
knowing that there was a stab-

One of  California’s most popular 
ocean sport fisheries, the pursuit of  
Dungeness crab, is expected to shut 
down before it even opens this year, 
with a decision riding on a vote today 
by state Fish and Game commission-
ers that will have implications as well 
for the state’s $60 million-a-year com-
mercial Dungeness catch.

Commissioners are to meet by tele-
conference this morning to consider 
a recommendation to close the rec-
reational crab fishery with just two 
days to go before the Saturday season 

opener — an annual rite that for many 
heralds an extended winter holiday 
season. 

The commission’s emergency vote 
comes in response to health warnings 

about elevated levels of  a potent, nat-
urally occurring neurotoxin in crabs 
caught along much of  the state’s coast. 
The tests followed months of  grow-
ing concern about an unprecedented 
bloom of  harmful algae off the West 
Coast related to warmer-than-usual 
ocean waters.

For sport anglers, the immediate 
fallout includes profound disappoint-
ment at a tradition put on ice. And 
while the sharpest economic hardship 
could fall on the commercial fleet, a 
closure also would trigger wide finan-
cial impacts for business owners who 
depend on the seasonal sport fishery 

Injured pup rescued from Dumpster at SRJC
A female  
Chihuahua 
puppy is 
recovering 
after being 
found Oct. 27 
in a Dumpster 
at Santa Rosa 
Junior College 
with two  
broken legs. 

SRJC POLICE

COASTAL ALGAE BLOOM

State officials vote today on delaying recreational catch

US: Bomb 
likely downed 

Russian jet

WASHINGTON — U.S. intel-
ligence agencies are operating 
under the theory that a bomb 
exploded on the Russian jetliner 
that crashed Saturday in the Si-
nai Peninsula but have not gath-
ered definitive evidence on what 
brought the aircraft down, said 
a U.S. official who spoke on the 
condition of  anonymity to dis-
cuss internal assessments.

Analysts are combing 
through electronic and digital 
communications intercepted 
from Islamic State as well as 
extremist groups in Egypt and 
Sinai before and after the crash 
to see whether a terrorist group 
played a role in the crash, the of-
ficial said.

No U.S. citizens were aboard 
the flight, so direct access to 
the crash site, the flight data 
and voice recorders and plane 
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Construction worker credited 
with saving life of targeted 
victim at Merced campus

By JULIET WILLIAMS 
 and PAUL ELIAS

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Syda Khaleck was about to toss some 
trash into a Dumpster at Santa Rosa Ju-
nior College when he heard an unlikely 
sound.

“He heard little whining noises,” said 
co-worker Cheryl Sherwood. “He looked, 
and there was the puppy.”

The tiny Chihuahua was whimpering 
in pain, with two broken legs.

Khaleck, a groundskeeper at SRJC, 
scooped the Chihuahua out and called 
Sherwood, who was working nearby. 
Khaleck placed the puppy on a towel in 
his truck and told his fellow groundskeep-
er the dog’s front legs weren’t working.

“While she was trying to move them, to 
position herself, she would start to cry,” 
Sherwood said. “We could tell they were 
broken because they were just hanging 
from the first knuckle.”

The puppy — her exact age is unknown 
— was discovered the morning of  Oct. 27 
not far from the greenhouse at Lark Hall 
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Whimpering Chihuahua with  
2 broken limbs discovered, treated; 
what happened remains mystery

By JEREMY HAY 
and RANDI ROSSMANN
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

“The moment they come in safe, we will take steps to lift any closure.”
JORDAN TRAVERSO, deputy director of communications for state Department of Fish and Wildlife


