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Out-of-town lawyers join lawsuit scrum

With nearly the intensity of  a 
fast-burning wildfire, lawyers from 
across the country have swept into 
Santa Rosa in search of  clients who 
suffered losses in the recent blazes 
and want to sue PG&E, seeking bil-
lions of  dollars in potential damages.

Seemingly overnight, out-of-town 
firms have moved in and set up shop, 
soliciting business through newspa-
per and billboard ads, informational 

meetings at hotel ballrooms and so-
cial media.

The rush is happening as many 
local lawyers who lost their own 
homes are still digging out from the 
rubble or awaiting the results of  of-
ficial investigations to determine the 
cause of  the fires.

“I’ve never seen anything like it,” 
said Patrick Emery, a partner in the 
Santa Rosa firm of Abbey, Weitzen-
berg, Warren & Emery, where sever-
al members lost their homes. “This 
community has never had a disaster 
of  this scale so we haven’t experi-
enced it here.”

Fires that began in Napa and 
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Even as uncertainty looms 
about wildfires’ causes, 
firms descend upon county
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Torrey Cortez Thomas, whose sister was 
burned to death Oct. 9, speaks with attorneys 
Noreen Evans of Santa Rosa and John Cox, an 
Oakland attorney working with Texas-based 
Watts Guerra, Friday in Santa Rosa.
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DID YOU REMEMBER?
Daylight saving 
time ended 
overnight, so 
clocks should 
be set back 
one hour.

Navigating a way back

From his driveway in Coffey Park, 
Jeff Okrepkie peered 5 miles across 
Santa Rosa to Taylor Mountain.

The hilltop of  oak and grassland is 
visible because all the houses that once 
stood before Okrepkie have been reduced 
to ash and twisted metal, much like his 
own Espresso Court home.

If  only the path for-
ward for Coffey Park 
were as easy to see as 
the mountain.

“The more answers 
I get, the more ques-
tions I have,” said 

Okrepkie, 38, an emerging leader in the 
neighborhood’s efforts to help 1,300 prop-
erty owners rebuild their homes follow-
ing last month’s devastating fires.

Okrepkie and other Coffey Park res-
idents are trying to organize their com-
munity, even as neighbors face their first 
major test: how to clean up the largest 
concentration of  burned properties in 
Sonoma County. No single neighborhood 
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Hundreds of homes were destroyed in the Coffey Park area of Santa Rosa. As containment is at 100 percent, the residents are beginning to clean up and put their lives back together. 
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COFFEY PARK CHRONICLES » Some residents are wary of free government 
cleanup and want more time to get estimates from private contractors
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Jeff Okrepkie is organizing his neighbors in Coffey Park during the rebuilding process after 
the devastating Tubbs fire destroyed 1,300 properties.  
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As part of an ongoing series, The Press Democrat is following the residents and recovery of Coffey Park, 
the Santa Rosa neighborhood destroyed by the Tubbs fire. Read all of the stories online  
at pressdemocrat.com
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For Santa Rosa’s Fountaingrove com-
munity, a few local officials have 
asked publicly whether it makes 

sense to rebuild homes on a hillside that 
burned twice in the past half-century.

But seemingly no elected leader wants 
to raise the banner for re-imagining Cof-
fey Park, which lost about 1,300 homes, the 
greatest toll for any neighborhood in the 
historic firestorm.

Sonoma County Supervisor Shirlee 
Zane, who represents portions of  Santa 
Rosa but not Coffey Park, was quoted a 
week ago in the San Francisco Chroni-
cle saying that the rebuilt neighborhood 
should include “grocery stores, dog parks, 
smarter senior housing, single-fam-
ily homes, higher-density stuff.” She  
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Neighbors want 
homes rebuilt the 
way they were  

10th Annual Quaker Holiday Faire
Saturday, November 18, 2017

10 a.m. – 4 p.m.
684 Benicia Drive, Santa Rosa

Featuring Local Vendors With Beautiful Holiday Gifts

Pastries with warm beverages will be provided for a small donationFRIENDS HOUSE

Join us
as we stand in support
of the community


