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SLAIN GI MOURNED:  
Soldier killed in Afghani-
stan attack was Utah  
mayor who left office to 
serve tour of duty / A6

INSIDE

Nation’s 
eyes on 
key state
contests

SACRAMENTO — Califor-
nians will help determine which 
party controls the U.S. House, 
choose a successor for the 
state’s longest-serving gover-
nor, and weigh in on ballot mea-
sures to repeal a tax increase 
and expand rent control in this 
year’s midterm election.

Candidates made their final 
pitches Sunday as campaign 
volunteers furiously worked to 
make sure their voters show up 
at the polls or postmark their 
ballots.

It’s California’s fourth elec-
tion since voters adopted a pri-
mary system that allows two 
candidates of  the same party to 
face off.

That’s produced contests be-
tween two Democrats in a hand-
ful of  federal and state races, 
showcasing the party’s domi-
nance over Republicans in the 
nation’s most populous state.

More than 19.6 million Cali-
fornians are registered to vote. 
That’s about 78 percent of  el-
igible voters, the highest per-
centage of  registered voters in a 
midterm election since 1950.

Most California voters — 
more than 13 million — received 
mail-in ballots and more than 
3  million people had cast them 
as of  Friday, according to coun-
ty data compiled by the nonpar-
tisan Political Data, Inc.

Republican, older and white 
voters are more likely to vote 
early. As the election gets close, 
though, voters younger than 50 
are returning early ballots at a 
higher rate than they did during 

VOTE 2018 » California 
voters register in highest 
percentage since 1950
By KATHLEEN RONAYNE  
AND AMY TAXIN
ASSOCIATED PRESS
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Osvaldo Medina, of Lafrance Protective Services, stands watch over Congregation Beth Ami in Santa Rosa on Friday during Kabbalah Shabbat. The 
synagogue practices Conservative Judaism like the Tree of Life Synagogue in Pittsburgh, where a gunman killed 11 people Oct. 27. 

Seeking safe worship
JEWISH COMMUNITY » In aftermath of Pittsburgh slayings,  
some Sonoma County synagogues consider new protective measures

The day after a gunman killed 
11 people at a Pittsburgh syna-
gogue 2,500 miles away, Congre-

gation Ner Shalom’s Sunday Hebrew 
school students in Cotati took a break 
from their Torah studies to pray and 
reflect on the tragedy. 

“I was very sad to hear them open up 
the conversation with, ‘We know this 
kind of  thing happens all the time,’ and 
to realize they’re growing up in a world 
where every few months there’s some 
kind of  mass shooting,” said Irwin 
Keller, Ner Shalom spiritual leader. 

The Oct. 27 shooting at Pittsburgh’s 
Tree of  Life synagogue was the deadli-
est attack on Jews in America, accord-
ing to the Anti-Defamation League, 
a global organization that fights 
anti-Semitism. Jewish communities 
across Sonoma County and the coun-
try have been on high alert, increasing 
security as they mourn and try to 
explain the shooting to children.

At Ner Shalom, Hebrew school 
students ranged from fifth-graders 

By SUSAN MINICHIELLO
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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Bobbi Rosenthal, right, a board member with Congregation Beth Ami, greets a congregant on 
Friday before Kabbalah Shabbat in Santa Rosa. 

“We don’t want to have to spend our time and energy figuring out more 
security; we want to spend our time and energy welcoming our community.”
RABBI GEORGE GITTLEMAN, of Shomrei Torah, a progressive Reform Judaism congregation in Santa Rosa

Trump, Obama pitch to voters

WASHINGTON — No longer 
reluctant to speak out, former 
President Barack Obama de-
livered a closing argument for 
Democrats that seeks a firm 
check on President Donald 
Trump’s policies in Tuesday’s 
midterm elections.

Obama and Trump offered 
competing visions for the coun-
try in a split screen of  cam-
paigning on Sunday, seeking to 
galvanize voter turnout in the 
fight to control Congress and 
governors’ mansions.

Obama rallied Democrats 
in Gary, Indiana, on behalf  of  
Sen. Joe Donnelly, D-Indiana, 
who faces a stiff challenge from 
Republican businessman Mike 
Braun. Later in the day, the 
former president campaigned 
in his hometown of  Chicago 
for businessman J.B. Pritzker, 

Democrats’ nominee for Illinois 
governor.

Obama has taken on a more 
public role this fall after refrain-
ing from offering a full-blown 
counterpoint to Trump’s poli-
cies, which have sought to dis-
mantle Obama’s legacy. With-
out invoking his name, Obama 
has accused Trump of  lying and 
“fear-mongering” and warned 
Democrats not to be distracted.

Trump has punched back, ac-
cusing Obama of  leaving behind 

VOTE 2018 » Closing   
arguments fly ahead  
of Tuesday election
By KEN THOMAS
ASSOCIATED PRESS
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Former Pres-
ident Barack 
Obama speaks 
Sunday at a 
get-out-the-
vote rally 
in Chicago. 
Obama and 
President Don-
ald Trump are 
campaigning 
hard ahead of 
Tuesday’s mid-
term elections.
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