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Friends: 
Lopez 

discussed 
gun risks

Thirteen-year-old Andy Lo-
pez appeared to acknowledge 
the risk of  carrying an airsoft 
pellet rifle resembling an AK-47 
in the days before he was shot to 
death by a Sonoma County sher-

iff’s deputy as 
the teen walked 
down the street 
carrying the 
plastic gun.

Depositions 
from two 
friends filed 
Wednesday in 
federal court 
suggest the 
Santa Rosa 
youth tried to 

repair the gun to make it look 
less “real” after its bright or-
ange safety tip broke off. And he 
took steps to conceal it, hiding it 
under his sweater after friends 
told him it was “dangerous” to 
carry it in the open.

The day Lopez was killed, he 
talked about transporting it in 
a backpack or grocery bag be-
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Witnesses say SR boy killed 
by deputy tried to fix broken 

orange tip on airsoft rifle

Hopes high as ‘Peanuts Movie’ opens

When “The Peanuts Movie” 
opens at more than 4,000 the-
aters nationwide today, fans 
in Sonoma County, where car-
toonist Charles Schulz lived and 
worked, will certainly be root-
ing for their hometown hero.

A party atmosphere prevailed 
Thursday night when the Schulz 
family invited friends and staff 
from the Charles M. Schulz Mu-
seum to a preview screening of  
the film.

The multi-generational ap-
peal of  “Peanuts” was evident 
in the crowd of  500 people, rang-
ing in age from 6 to 89, that filled 
two auditoriums at Santa Rosa’s 
Airport Stadium 12 theater. Dee 
Richardson, a member of  the 
museum board of  directors, 
brought her 13-year-old grand-
daughter, Zoe Brumbaugh.

“I’ve grown up with ‘Pea-
nuts,’ ” Zoe said. “I’ve always 
considered it part of  my child-
hood, and I’ve always liked 
Snoopy.”

But after 65 years and near-
ly 50 TV specials, the appeal of  
the “Peanuts” comic strip spans 
the globe, and the potential for 
this film, and possible future 
“Peanuts” films, is enormous, 
according to industry observ-
ers. Insiders in Los Angeles 
caution that it’s tricky to pre-
dict how a film will fare at the 

SAY ‘SNOOPY’: 
Todd Weitzenberg, 
left, snaps a selfie 
with Craig Schulz, 
Tracy Weitzenberg 
and Judy Schulz on 
Thursday before a 
preview screening 
of “The Peanuts 
Movie” at Airport 
Stadium 12 in 
Santa Rosa. 

INSIDE: A review 
of the movie / D1
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Happiness 
on decline for  
those over 30

Are you happy? Very happy? 
If  you’re in your 30s or older, a 
new study has found that you’re 
less likely to answer “yes” than 
your parents were.

The findings, published on-
line Thursday in the journal 
Social Psychological and Per-
sonality Science, come on the 
heels of  another recent report 
that found that death rates of  
middle-aged white Americans 
have been rising, largely due to 
suicide and substance abuse.

“Age is supposed to bring 
happiness and contentment. For 
that not to be true anymore is 
somewhat shocking,” said Jean 
Twenge, a professor at San Di-
ego State University who is the 
study’s lead author. She also 
wrote the book “Generation 
Me,” a look at young adults and 
the attitudes and influences that 
have helped shape them.
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Andy 
Lopez

Hollywood observers see big 
box-office potential in film 

featuring Schulz’s characters
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The SMART train moves along at 79 mph Tuesday during testing on a section of track in Novato. The speed testing is part of  
preparations for the debut of the commuter rail service, currently set for late next year.

Out FOr A test run

As engineers simulate track conditions, practice starts and stops in Novato, 
SMART train puts on a show, reaching top speed of 79 mph

Barreling along a track south of  Petaluma at a top 
speed of  79 mph this week, a two-car Sonoma- 
Marin Area Rail Transit train moved with sur-

prising grace for machinery weighing 160 tons.
Outside picture windows in the passenger cabins, an 

autumn evening enveloped the landscape, the setting sun 
casting a fading glow on marshlands east of the tracks.

Nearing Novato, where the rail line pulls alongside 
Highway 101, the gray-and-green train cars whizzed by 
vehicles inching along in rush-hour traffic.

The test journey was emblematic of  what sup-
porters say the rail service could one day offer — a 
swift, smooth and safe alternative for the North Bay’s 
commuting motorists. Probably more than a few who 
were stuck bumper-to-bumper in the Novato Narrows 
on Tuesday looked upon the train with longing as it 
rocketed by.

“I’d like to wrap a sign around it that says, ‘You could 
be on the train right now,’ ” Matt Stevens, a spokesman 
for SMART, said during the ride.

 To what degree the public embraces the rail service 
won’t really be known, however, until after its debut, 
currently set for late next year. The rail authority 
estimates 5,000 riders a day will use the service and 
has planned to operate trains every half-hour during 
peak commute times, in addition to a midday train and 
weekend service.

The initial 42-mile route runs from downtown San 
Rafael to near the Charles M. Schulz-Sonoma County 
Airport.

Stevens said SMART officials aren’t concerned about 
achieving projected ridership levels, but with having 
enough trains to meet unforeseen demand. 

For now, the test runs the rail agency is making 
along Highway 101 in the area of  Olompali State 
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Field service technicians Shota Imoto, left, and Reyn Alde, along with 
vehicle engineer Greg Cameron, rear, analyze results this week during 
speed testing of the SMART train through the Novato Narrows.

TRAIN FACTS

Speed: It takes the train about two-and-a-half miles to rev up to 79 mph, and under a mile 
to stop at that speed under ideal conditions. .
Ridership: The rail authority estimates 5,000 riders a day will use the service and has 
planned to operate trains every half-hour during peak commute times, in addition to a 
midday train and weekend service.
Amenities: Each car has 79 seats, with standing room available for about 80 people. The 
cars also will feature space for bicycles, Wi-Fi service and, in some cases, snack and bever-
age bars, including beer and wine sales.

ONLINE: For video and more photos, go to pressdemocrat.com


