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Still stranded, couple 
uncertain about future

JOHN BURGESS / THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

James Robinson and Donna Jackson had been living at the Finley Evacuation Center after being forced out of their home by the Tubbs Fire. The  
Journey’s End Mobile Home Park was closed then they arrived Friday to check on their home.  On Saturday, they moved temporarily into a motel.

Life was tough and lean for James Blair Rob-
inson and Donna Jackson even before the 
firestorm of  2017 put them into a disaster 

evacuation center with few prospects for getting 
out.

The couple lived the past 33 years at the 
Journey’s End Mobile Home Park, at present a 
locked-up, taped-off, asbestos contamination site 
and scene of  destruction.

Robinson, who’s almost 70 but looks younger, 
says he and his girlfriend, who’s 54, live on about 
$28,000 a year, most of  that coming as disability 
benefits. They paid about $400 a month to rent 
the space for the 46-year-old Fleetwood mobile 
home Robinson owns.

“That’s why you live at Journey’s End,” he 
said.

His home was damaged but was among the 
few at the park not destroyed by the Tubbs fire, 
which wiped out the Fountaingrove Inn just kit-
ty-corner across north Mendocino Avenue, and 
much of  the adjacent Hilton hotel along with 
many of  the pricey homes of  Fountaingrove.

For Robinson’s mobile home to have come 
through the historic disaster mostly intact 
would seem to be good news. He thinks not.

He said he’s had officials from the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency and his insur-
ance company tell him that because his mobile 
home was not destroyed, he can provide for his 
future housing needs by moving the single-wide 
Fleetwood from the ravaged Journey’s End to 

TUBBS FIRE » JOURNEY’S END MOBILE HOME PARK

Unable to return to their 
residence of 33 years,   
Santa Rosa pair in limbo
By CHRIS SMITH
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

TURN TO COUPLE » PAGE A2

New pot 
market’s 
sticker 
shock

LOS ANGELES — California’s 
legal marijuana marketplace is 
coming with a kaleidoscope of  
new taxes and fees that could 
influence where it’s grown, how 
pot cookies and other munchies 
are produced and the price tag 
on just about everything.

Be ready for sticker shock. On 
a retail level, it costs about $35 to 
buy a small bag of  good quality 
medical marijuana in Los An-
geles, enough to roll five or six 
joints.

But in 2018, when legal sales 
take hold and additional taxes 
kick in, the cost of  that same 
purchase in the new recre-

ational market 
is expected to 
increase at the 
retail counter to 
$50 or $60.

At the high 
end, that’s about 
a 70 percent 

jump. Medical pot purchases are 
expected to rise in cost too, but 
not as steeply, industry experts 
say.

Or consider cannabis leaves, a 
sort of  bottom-shelf  product that 
comes from trimming prized 
plant buds. The loose, snipped 
leaves are typically gathered up 
and processed for use in canna-
bis-laced foods, ointments, con-
centrates and candies.

Growers sell a trash bag 
stuffed with clippings to manu-
facturers for about $50. But come 
January, the state will tax those 
leaves at $44 a pound.

That means the tax payment 
on a bag holding 7 or 8 pounds 
would exceed the current market 
price by five or six times, forcing 
a huge price hike or, more likely, 

By MICHAEL R. BLOOD
ASSOCIATED PRESS

Vast array of new taxes, 
higher costs may favor 
existing illegal market
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Solful, the west 
county’s newest 
pot dispensary, 
opens in  
Sebastopol / A3

As asbestos testing keeps area 
closed, residents are frustrated 

Journey’s End Mobile Home Park will 
remain closed at least until Wednes-
day pending laboratory test results of   

 materials found last week in the 
fire-ravaged community that may con-
tain asbestos, officials said Sunday at a 
community meeting.

The park, located on Mendocino Av-
enue just north of  Kaiser Permanente 
Medical Center, was shut down by city 
officials Friday morning following con-
sultations with U.S. Environmental Pro-
tection Agency officials who are lead-
ing a countywide cleanup of  household 
hazardous waste in the wake of  fires 

BETH SCHLANKER / THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

Santa Rosa Mayor Chris Coursey, center left, answers questions from Maria Sherman, center, 
and other residents of Journey’s End Mobile Home Park after a meeting with local and federal 
government officials in order to discuss plans for asbestos testing and mitigation. 

By GUY KOVNER  
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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Mass shooting at Texas church

SUTHERLAND SPRINGS, 
Texas — A gunman clad in all 
black, with a bulletproof  vest 
strapped to his chest and a mil-

itary-style rifle in his hands, 
opened fire on parishioners at 
a small Baptist church in rural 
Texas, killing at least 26 people in 
the country’s latest mass shoot-
ing

The gunman was identified as 
Devin Patrick Kelley, 26, accord-

ing to two law enforcement offi-
cials who spoke on the condition 
of  anonymity. Kelley, who lived 
in New Braunfels died shortly 
after the attack.

He had served in the Air Force 
at a base in New Mexico, but 
was court-martialed in 2012 on 
charges of  assaulting his wife 
and child. He was sentenced to 
12 months’ confinement and re-
ceived a bad conduct discharge 

in 2014, according to Ann Ste-
fanek, chief  of  Air Force media 
operations.

The motive of  the attack was 
unclear Sunday, but the grisly 
nature of  it could not have been 
clearer: Families gathered in 
pews, clutching Bibles and pray-
ing to the Lord, were murdered 
in cold blood on the spot.

Kelley started firing at the 
First Baptist Church in Suther-

land Springs, east of  San Anto-
nio, not long after the Sunday 
morning service began at 11 a.m. 
Central time, officials said. He 
was armed with a Ruger mili-
tary-style rifle, and within min-
utes, many of  those inside the 
small church were either dead or 
wounded. The victims ranged in 
age from 5 to 72, and among the 

AT LEAST 26 KILLED » Gunman dead after targeting 
parishioners of all ages in state’s worst such tragedy
By DAVID MONTGOMERY 
AND CHRISTOPHER MELE 
NEW YORK TIMES
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