JAIL FIRE SENDS
21 TO HOSPITAL »

WARRIORS TAKE
DOWN GRIZZLIES »

Officials say
inmate started
blaze in a
common area
at SR facility. A3

Strong third
quarter helps
Golden State stay
undefeated at
home. B1

WINNER OF THE 2018 PULITZER PRIZE

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 6, 2018 • SANTA ROSA, CALIFORNIA • PRESSDEMOCRAT.COM

VOTE 2018 » ELECTION DAY

County expecting big
turnout for midterms

PG&E
seeks
less fire
liability
Utility’s CEO vows
to fight what she calls
state’s ‘flawed’ policy
By GUY KOVNER
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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Martha Garcia, left, casts her mail-in ballot Monday at the Sonoma County Registrar of Voters office in Santa Rosa, while clerk Bonnie Hogue was
on hand to help residents dropping off ballots, voting on the spot or registering to vote.

Officials are estimating 8 in 10 registered voters to cast ballots
By MARTIN ESPINOZA
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

T

he last Sonoma County voters will cast ballots
today. For some, the chance to signal approval or disapproval of President Donald Trump
is as important as choosing city council or school
board members.
Although Trump isn’t on the ballot, his shadow
hangs over polling booths, and is likely the reason
local elections officials expect an 80 percent voter
turnout, higher than in previous midterm elections.
On Monday, a steady stream of residents visited
the county’s main elections office on Fiscal Drive
in Santa Rosa. Election excitement was clearly evident, said Bill Rousseau, the county’s clerk-recorder-assessor and elections chief.
“The energy is really high,” Rousseau said Monday. “Today actually feels like Election Day.”
Residents dropped off completed ballots, voted on
the spot and registered to vote.
Rousseau said a recent change to state voting
rules allows eligible voters to register after the Oct.
22 registration deadline. Such voters can cast a conditional ballot up until 8 p.m. today.
“That makes for a lot of activity on Election Day,”
Rousseau said.
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1 dead, 2 hurt
in shooting
in San Rafael
Election workers Karen Castor, left, and Kristie Roberts process mail-in ballots on
Monday at the Sonoma County Registrar of Voters office in Santa Rosa. County
election officials are expecting an unusually high midterm turnout.

By JOHN WAGNER, CLEVE R. WOOTSON
JR., WILLIAM WAN AND ELISE VIEBECK
WASHINGTON POST

WASHINGTON — President Donald
Trump called for voters to “unite behind
our proud and righteous destiny as Americans” by supporting Republicans in Tuesday’s election, a final attempt to energize
his base amid signs of trouble for some
GOP candidates.
Trump was upbeat Monday afternoon as
he addressed the first of three final rallies
in Ohio, Indiana and Missouri on the eve
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of the midterms. He has
used apocalyptic rhetoric
in recent days to describe
what’s at stake for the
country.
“We are going to work,
we are going to fight, we
are going to win, win,
win,” he told supporters
Donald
in Cleveland.
Trump
The final three-state
swing focused on states that will be key
to the new Senate majority. Trump has
acknowledged that Democrats could win
the House, where they need to win a net increase of 23 seats. GOP officials and strategists voiced cautious optimism Monday
about keeping the Senate, where Democrats need a net gain of two seats.
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By ADRIAN RODRIGUEZ
MARIN INDEPENDENT JOURNAL

At stake in today’s elections is control of
Congress, 36 governorships and hundreds
of down-ballot races nationwide.
Earlier Monday, Trump framed the vote
as a referendum on his presidency so far,
pointing to several accomplishments but
saying “it’s all fragile.”
“In a certain way, I am on the ballot,”
Trump said in a phone call with supporters. “Whether we consider it or not, the
press is very much considering it a referendum on me and us as a movement.”
Some GOP strategists said they wished
Trump would talk more about the booming
economy. But in recent weeks, the president has focused his messaging on illegal
immigration, the caravan of 4,000 migrants

SAN RAFAEL — A deadly
shooting at a San Rafael rehabilitation center early Monday
killed one person and sent two
to the hospital, and authorities
said a suspect was in custody.
The suspect, Davance Lamar
Reed, 37, a transient between
Marin City and Vallejo, was
arrested Monday after an unrelated vehicle pursuit in Sonoma County. He was booked into
Sonoma County Jail at around
6 a.m. pending local charges,
including suspicion of reckless
evading, possession of illegal
substances for sale and driving
with a suspended license, according to Sonoma County Jail
records.
A Sonoma County sheriff’s
deputy spotted Reed while on
routine patrol because his erratic driving drew the deputy’s attention. Reed was driving northbound on Highway 101 near the
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Trump implores voters to back GOP
VOTE 2018 » Acknowledging his
party could lose House, president
campaigns to hold Senate seats

PG&E, facing responsibility
for billions of dollars in 2017
wildfire damages, will renew a
push next year to change California’s stringent legal standard
of holding power companies liable for losses from fires caused
by their equipment.
Geisha Williams, PG&E’s
CEO, said Monday in a livestreamed quarterly earnings
report the state’s liability policy is “flawed and it needs to be
addressed,” repeating a contention she had made previously
when state lawmakers considered a comprehensive wildfire
response bill.
That bill, signed into law by
Gov. Jerry Brown in September,
is “a constructive initial step,”
Williams said.
The law did give PG&E precedent-setting relief, allowing it
for the first time to tap ratepayers for a portion of last year’s
wildfire costs the embattled
utility anticipates could reach
$17 billion. The California Public Utilities Commission was
ordered to apply a financial
“stress test” determining the
specific amount PG&E can pay
without harming ratepayers or
affecting power service. PG&E
can then recoup any additional amount through sales of
state-sponsored bonds, which
will be repaid by the utility’s
customers through charges on
their monthly bills.
The average residential customer would pay about $5 more
a year for every billion dollars
in financing over the life of the
bonds, PG&E said.
The stakes are high for the
state’s largest utility since Cal
Fire determined PG&E equipment caused 17 major wildfires
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