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State 
proposes 

1-drug  
execution 

SAN FRANCISCO — Califor-
nia on Friday announced a new 
method for executing prison-
ers, proposing a “humane and 
dignified” single-drug injection 
protocol that could restart cap-
ital punishment after a nearly 
10-year hiatus.

The regimen would replace a 
three-chemical method the state 
used in the past. That mixture 
was struck down in 2006 by a 
judge who said it could cause in-
humane suffering if  one of  the 
drugs did not work.

The proposal stems from a 
lawsuit filed against the state 
by crime victims’ families who 
favored the death penalty and 
wanted it enforced. A settlement 
of  the suit, brought by the Crim-
inal Justice Legal Foundation, 
required the state to devise a 
new lethal injection method by 
this month.

Executions are not likely to 
resume immediately, however. 
Public vetting of  the proposal 
could take a year, and court chal-
lenges may follow. In addition, 
one or more measures related to 
the death penalty could be on the 
statewide ballot next year.

More than 30 states and the 
federal government use lethal 
injection as their primary meth-
od of  carrying out executions, 
according to the Death Penalty 
Information Center, a group 
that has been critical of  how 
capital punishment has been ad-
ministered.

Eight have used a single-drug 
method, and six others have an-
nounced plans to do so.

New death row protocol 
would replace 3-chemical 
method struck down in ‘06

By MAURA DOLAN 
and PAIGE ST. JOHN

LOS ANGELES TIMES
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SCOUTING SYMBOLS: The Unicorns, from left, Ella Jacobs, Audrey Peacock (standing), Brianna Ferreira, Daphne Mortenson, Taylor Alcozer and Skyler Westover, 
use the Scout sign to focus everyone’s attention during a meeting Monday in Sebastopol. The Unicorns are not an officially sanctioned Cub Scout den.

Fighting for inclusion
Group of Sebastopol girls told to stay out of Scouting activities  

after Boy Scouts of America leadership hears of their rogue participation

Monday night’s den meeting starts the 
way most do. There’s the Pledge of  Al-
legiance, complete with a flag ceremo-

ny. There’s the recitation of  the Boy Scout Law 
(memorized) and the Boy Scout Promise (not so 
memorized). And then there’s the lesson: This 
week, it is all about knots and lashing. 

This den meeting in Sebastopol, though, is 
a rogue one. The Unicorns, as the group of  six 
10- and 11-year-old girls call themselves, aren’t 
an officially sanctioned Cub Scout den, though 
they have been acting like one for the better 
part of  a year. 

PACK 134:  
The Unicorns, six 
10- and 11-year-
old girls, have 
participated in 
Scouting activities 
for the better part 
of a year but have 
been told to stop.

ONLINE
More photos and a 
video can be found 
with this story at 
pressdemocrat 
.com
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Mormon church issues stricter rules for gay members, their kids

SALT LAKE CITY — Mormon 
church officials have issued a rule 
change that says members in same-
sex marriages can be kicked out and 
their children must wait until they’re 
18 and disavow homosexual relation-
ships to be baptized.

The revisions triggered a wave of  
anger, confusion and sadness for a 
growing faction of  LGBT-supportive 

Mormons who were buoyed in recent 
years by church leaders’ calls for 
more compassion and understanding 
for LGBT members.

“It feels like they are extending an 
olive branch and hitting you with it,” 
said Wendy Montgomery, who is Mor-
mon and has a 17-year-old gay son. 
“It’s like this emotional whiplash.”

The Church of  Jesus Christ of  
Latter-day Saints disseminated the 
handbook changes this week to local 
church leaders around the world. The 

goal was to provide clarity to lay lead-
ers who run congregations, church 
spokesman Eric Hawkins said. He 
noted the church long has been on re-
cord as opposing same-sex marriages.

“While it respects the law of  the 
land, and acknowledges the right of  
others to think and act differently, it 
does not perform or accept same-sex 
marriage within its membership,” 
Hawkins said in a statement.

Montgomery said Friday the news 
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Wendy 
Montgomery, 
a Mormon 
mother of a 
gay teenage 
son, compares 
the church’s 
rule revisions 
to “emotional 
whiplash.”

Agencies report uptick in guns seized

Santa Rosa Police Department

Santa Rosa police seized this banned AK-47 assault 
rifle in July amid what officers have said is a local 
spike in gun crimes.

Ordered by officers out of  a car 
at gunpoint, a 20-year-old suspected 
gang member from Santa Rosa had 
his hand on a loaded revolver in his 
pocket in the moments before he was 
taken into custody during a predawn 
arrest this week, CHP officials said. 

The arrest Tuesday morning was a 
recent example of  what some Sono-
ma County law enforcement officers 

say appears to be a high prevalence of  
gun crimes and shootings so far this 
year, despite a 32 percent drop in vio-
lent crime in the county over the past 
10 years.

Santa Rosa Police Sgt. Tommy 
Isachsen said that the gang unit has 
seized at least a dozen firearms since 
May, including an AK-47 assault ri-
fle painted red, a sawed-off shotgun 
at a Santa Rosa Avenue motel and a  
.45-caliber revolver hidden in the 
grass near Lincoln Elementary School 
on West Ninth Street.

“Those are just the firearms we’ve 
recovered,” Isachsen said.

In Petaluma, police are investigating 
a spike in robberies — many involving 
guns, Sgt. Ed Crosby said. So far, rob-

bery is up 42 percent throughout the 
county this year compared with 2010.

Officers still were searching for an 
unknown man who pointed a semi- 
automatic handgun at a gas station 
clerk early Wednesday at the Union 76  
station on Petaluma Boulevard North. 
He got away with cash and cigarettes.

“Historically, in Petaluma, gun- 
related crimes are relatively rare,” 
Crosby said. “They still are, compared 
to other places, but for Petaluma 
there’s been a noticeable increase. It 
is no longer an anomaly.”

Last year, Sonoma County law 
enforcement officers investigated 
111 aggravated assaults with firearms 
— an average of  about two per week, 

Sonoma County law enforcement 
officers say gun crimes appear 

more prevalent than in past years

By JULIE JOHNSON
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT  
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