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INSIDE

Details emerge in shooting

PHOTOS BY KENT PORTER / THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

A crew from Argonaut Constructors of Santa Rosa works into the night to clear debris from a razed home on Hillary Court in Coffey Park on 
Monday, nearly a month after the Tubbs fire roared through Santa Rosa. Below, a crew clears debris from another home in the neighborhood.

Cleanup underway

Though just a few sites cleared, state official calls it a milestone

TUBBS FIRE AFTERMATH » COFFEY PARK SSU 
student 
killed 
in crash

Sonoma State University stu-
dent Paulette Quiba went to a 
restaurant in Concord on Sun-
day night for a family celebra-
tion to mark the 10th anniversa-
ry of  their arrival in the United 
States. 

The 21-year-
old business 
student died 
about 45 min-
utes after she 
said goodbye 
and headed for 
Rohnert Park, 
killed when 
a suspected 
drunken driv-
er crossed into 
her lane on Lakeville Highway 
and smashed head-on into her 
sedan.

CHP officers arrested Logolo-
goa “Logo” Tevaseu, 35, who 
once played football for Santa 
Rosa Junior College and works 
as an assistant coach for the 
Bear Cubs football team.

The Santa Rosa man was 
convicted of  drunken driving 
in 2012 in Sonoma County, the 
CHP said. Because of  that prior 
conviction, CHP officers early 
Monday booked him into the 
Sonoma County Jail on suspi-
cion of  murder — a more seri-
ous charge than manslaughter 
— plus two drunken driving 
charges.

Paulette Quiba was a member 
of  Phi Sigma Sigma at Sonoma 
State and active in her Oakley 
church, St. Anthony’s Catholic 

Demolition crews began 
clearing debris from a 
handful of  burned-out 

Coffey Park properties Monday, 
marking the official beginning 
of  what is shaping up to be the 
largest cleanup effort in state 
history. 

Workers wearing white pro-
tective suits and breathing 
masks used huge yellow excava-
tors to claw through the remains 
of  the ash-filled foundations of  
at least three properties. 

They separated the charred 
remains of  water heaters, ga-

rage doors, washing machines 
and bedsprings into piles of  
scrap metal, broke up concrete 
driveways, and sprayed water on 
everything while they worked to 
keep the toxic ash from drifting 
over the annihilated neighbor-
hood in northwest Santa Rosa. 

Though only a handful of  
sites were tackled Monday by 
contractors working for the U.S. 
Army Corps of  Engineers, the 
milestone was a crucial one, 
said Eric Lamoureux, regional 
administrator for the state Of-
fice of  Emergency Services.

“Anytime we can start a dem-
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Pastor Frank Pomeroy and his wife Sherri join a news 
conference Monday near the First Baptist Church of 
Sutherland Springs in Sutherland Springs, Texas.

SUTHERLAND SPRINGS, Tex-
as — A day after a gunman massa-
cred parishioners in a small Texas 
church, the Air Force admitted Mon-
day that it had failed to enter the 
man’s domestic violence court-mar-
tial into a federal database that could 
have blocked him from buying the ri-
fle he used to kill 26 people.

Under federal law, the conviction 

of  the gunman, Devin P. Kelley, for 
domestic assault on his wife and tod-
dler stepson — he had cracked the 
child’s skull — should have stopped 
Kelley from legally purchasing the 
military-style rifle and three other 
guns he acquired in the past four 
years.

“The Air Force has launched a re-
view of  how the service handled the 
criminal records of  former Airman 
Devin P. Kelley following his 2012 do-
mestic violence conviction,” the Air 
Force said in a statement.

The statement said Heather Wil-
son, Air Force secretary, and Gen. 
David Goldfein, Air Force chief  of  
staff, had ordered the Air Force in-
spector general to “conduct a com-
plete review of  the Kelley case.”

The Air Force also said it was look-
ing into whether other convictions 
had been improperly left unreported 
to the federal database for firearms 
background checks.

New details of  the killings also 
emerged Monday, including a possi-
ble motive. Law enforcement officials 
said Kelley may have been driven by 
anger toward his estranged wife’s 

TRAGEDY IN TEXAS » Suspect’s court-martial not entered 
in database, which would have blocked gun purchases
By DAVID MONTGOMERY AND 
RICHARD A. OPPEL JR. 
NEW YORK TIMES
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Homeless amid the land of plenty

SEATTLE — In a park in the 
middle of  a leafy, bohemian 
neighborhood where homes list 
for close to $1 million, a tractor’s 
massive claw scooped up the 
refuse of  the homeless — mat-
tresses, tents, wooden frames, 

a wicker chair, an outdoor pro-
pane heater. Workers in masks 
and steel-shanked boots plucked 
used needles and mounds of  
waste from the underbrush.

Just a day before, this corner 
of  Ravenna Park was an ille-
gal home for the down and out, 
one of  400 such encampments 
that have popped up in Seattle’s 
parks, under bridges, on free-

way medians and along side-
walks. Now, as police and social 
workers approached, some of  
the dispossessed scurried away, 
vanishing into a metropolis that 
is struggling to cope with an 
enormous wave of  homeless-
ness.

That struggle is not Seattle’s 
alone. A homeless crisis of  
unprecedented proportions is 
rocking the West Coast, and its 
victims are being left behind by 
the very things that mark the 
region’s success: soaring hous-

ing costs, rock-bottom vacancy 
rates and a roaring economy 
that waits for no one. All along 
the coast, elected officials are 
scrambling for solutions.

“I’ve got economically zero 
unemployment in my city, and 
I’ve got thousands of  homeless 
people that actually are working 
and just can’t afford housing,” 
said Seattle City Councilman 
Mike O’Brien. “There’s nowhere 
for these folks to move to.”

WEST COAST CRISIS » Record numbers of people 
on the street as housing costs soar, economy roars
By GILLIAN FLACCUS AND 
GEOFF MULVIHILL
ASSOCIATED PRESS
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