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YOUNTVILLE REPORT » Man who shot 3 at veterans 
home had threatened to kill them, officials say.  A3

MOUNTAIN BIKER ASCENDS » SR High graduate 
Sugarman making mark on collegiate circuit.  C1
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Social worker leads council race

A Santa Rosa social worker 
took a narrow lead over a fi-
nancial consultant in the most 
competitive of  three City Coun-
cil races late Tuesday night, as 
final results from the city’s first 
district-based election were be-
ing tallied.

As of  11:39 p.m., Victoria Flem-
ing garnered 43.4 percent of  the 
votes in the District 4 council 
race, while Dorothy Beattie had 
41.2 percent. The two candidates 
were separated by 149 votes with 
21 of  23 precincts reporting. 
Nonprofit deputy director Mary 
Watts trailed at 15.2 percent.

“I’m not ready to call it yet 
and I’m not ready to go to bed,” 
Fleming said of  the tight race.

District 4 covers the central 
and northern portions of  the 
city, including the fire-ravaged 
Fountaingrove area, as well as 

the Junior College, Hidden Val-
ley, Chanate Road and McDon-
ald Avenue neighborhoods.

Beattie began the night 
ahead, starting with 44.1 per-
cent to Fleming’s 40.8 percent 
when early results from mail-in 
ballots were first reported about 
8:25 p.m. Her lead narrowed to 
just 51 votes about two hours lat-
er, though Fleming still trailed.

Fleming said after taking the 
lead in the race she was optimis-
tic the trend would continue in 

SANTA ROSA » Fleming 
holds 149-vote edge 
in tight District 4 race
By J.D. MORRIS
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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Victoria 
Fleming, 
candidate for 
Santa Rosa  
City Council 
District 4, holds 
her daughter, 
Evie, while 
talking with  
a supporter  
at her 
campaign party 
Tuesday in 
Santa Rosa.

$124M 
housing 
bond in  
SR fails

The $124 million bond pro-
moted by Santa Rosa’s City 
Council and a coalition of  
business and environmental 
groups to address the city’s 
deep housing crisis was headed 
for a resounding loss Tuesday 
night. 

Measure N had received 
about 58 percent of  the vote in 
early returns, far short of  the 
two-thirds majority needed to 
pass the prop-
erty tax mea-
sure.  

The bond 
issue was 
pitched by 
s u p p o r t e r s 
as a way to 
put a dent in 
Santa Rosa’s housing shortage 
and aid the city’s recovery from 
October 2017’s destructive wild-
fires, which destroyed more 
than 3,000 homes in the city. 
But it was opposed by the re-
gion’s largest organized labor 
coalition and the allied Graton 
Rancheria tribe, which sent a 
surge of  late advertising dol-
lars to sway voters against the 
bond. 

The loss was a rebuke for 
proponents, including Council-
man Jack Tibbetts, who led the 
pro-bond efforts. He said it was 
incumbent upon city officials 
to ensure Santa Rosa receives 
a portion of  the money Cali-
fornia voters were on track to 
approve in Propositions 1 and 2 
and to find another “out-of-the-
box” solution to help local resi-
dents impacted by the housing 
shortage.

“They should still have 
hope,” Tibbetts said, while 
voicing doubt that any similar 
bond measure campaign could 
succeed in the near future.

Supporters, including several  

MEASURE N » Early 
returns have proposal 
far short of passage
By WILL SCHMITT
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PARKS  
MEASURE
Voters support 
sales tax to boost 
funds to broaden, 
maintain county 
parks / A3

Newsom decisively defeats Cox 

SACRAMENTO — Gavin Newsom 
won a decisive victory for governor of  
California on Tuesday night, placing 
the risk-taking liberal at the center of  

the resistance to President 
Donald Trump at a critical 
moment for the state.

Newsom is expected to shift 
state politics and policy even 
further to the left after eight 
years of  Gov. Jerry Brown, a 
pragmatic Democrat known 
for his fiscal restraint and distaste for 
expensive new social programs.

An outspoken champion of  LGBTQ 
rights, strict gun control and the le-
galization of  marijuana, Newsom 

campaigned with an ambi-
tious and expensive agenda, 
including proposals for a 
state-sponsored health care 
system, universal preschool 
and increased funding for 
higher education.

Newsom also promises 
to heighten California’s role as a foil 
to the Trump administration and Re-
publicans in Congress, vowing to fight 
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Gubernatorial candidate Gavin Newsom holds his 
son, Dutch, after voting Tuesday in Larkspur with his 
wife, Jennifer Siebel Newsom, and son Hunter.

By PHIL WILLON, MELANIE MASON 
AND DAKOTA SMITH
LOS ANGELES TIMES
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GOVERNOR » SF ex-mayor 
rises to state’s top office, 
pledges to back residents

RACES ACROSS 
THE STATE
Voters reject 
measures on gas 
tax repeal and rent 
control; Becerra  
in lead for AG / B4

COUNTING THE SEATS
Democrats have regained the 
House majority, while Republicans 
have kept control of the Senate.

U.S. HOUSE SEATS

212
Democrats

197
Republicans

U.S. SENATE SEATS

44
Democrats

51
Republicans

Results as of 11 p.m.

SARAH SILBIGER / NEW YORK TIMES

House Minority Leader Nancy Pelosi, D-San Francisco, speaks at a Democratic Congressional Campaign Committee midterm election watch party 
at the Hyatt Regency in Washington. Democrats claimed at least 25 House seats to reclaim the majority in the House of Representatives.

Dems control House, 
GOP retains Senate

VOTE 2018 » High turnout across 
US for referendum on Trump 

CONGRESS » SF’s Pelosi poised 
for return to role as speaker

Democrats harnessed voter fury toward 
President Donald Trump to win control 
of  the House and capture pivotal gover-

norships Tuesday night as liberals and 
moderates banded together to deliver a 
forceful rebuke of  Trump, even as Re-
publicans added to their Senate major-
ity by claiming conservative-leaning 
states.

Propelled by an unusually high 
turnout that illustrated the intensity of  the back-
lash against Trump, Democrats claimed at least 
25 House seats on the strength of  their support 
in suburban and metropolitan districts that were 
once bulwarks of  Republican power but where 

voters have recoiled from the president’s dema-
goguery on race.

From the suburbs of  Richmond to the sub-
divisions of  Chicago and even Oklahoma City, 
an array of  diverse candidates — many of  them 
women, first-time contenders or both — stormed 

to victory and ended the Republicans’ 
eight-year grip on the House majority.

But in an indication that the politi-
cal and cultural divisions that lifted 
Trump two years ago may only be deep-
ening, the Democratic gains did not 
extend to the Senate, where many of  

the most competitive races were in heavily rural 
states. Republicans built on their one-seat majori-
ty in the chamber by winning Democratic seats in 

By JONATHAN MARTIN AND ALEXANDER BURNS
NEW YORK TIMES
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NORTH COAST 
CONGRESS RACES
Incumbents Huffman, 
Thompson on track to 
keep their seats / A9
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