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JOINT MEETING: County 
board, Santa Rosa council 
agree to work together on 
housing, improving 
homeless services  / A3
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Cannabis to bring $1B in tax revenue

California expects to bring 
in $1 billion in annual tax reve-
nues from the cannabis indus-
try starting next year, when re-
tailers can begin adult-use sales. 
The problem is how to handle 
all that cash.

California Treasurer 
John Chiang Tuesday 
announced a series of  
proposed strategies to 
help the newly legit-
imized recreational 
and medical cannabis 
industry — still large-
ly barred from using 
banks because of  feder-
al laws making cannabis 
illegal — manage large amounts 
of  money and pay taxes. 

“Most growers and dispensa-
ries are forced to run their busi-

nesses on cash; storing 
and transporting cash 
exposes real dangers to 
employees and public,” 
Chiang said at a Tues-
day press conference 
about his recommenda-
tions at the state capitol 
in Sacramento.  

Developed over the 
course of  a year through 

public hearings including a 
May forum held in Santa Rosa, 
Chiang made four recommen-
dations that address the large 

amounts of  cash coming into 
local tax collection centers, the 
obstacles for banks interested in 
working with the cannabis in-
dustry, the possibility of  a state-
backed financial institution and 
how to push for an end to federal 
prohibition. 

Chiang said his proposals are 
stopgap solutions until the fed-
eral government ends marijua-
na prohibition and the cannabis 
industry can function like any 

State Treasurer Chiang 
proposes ways for  
industry to handle cash

John
Chiang
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Louis Pell and his 8-year-old daughter, Lilly, pass a little time in front of their burned Coffey Park home Tuesday in Santa Rosa. Louis has lived in 
the home for 28 years, which was purchased by his parents when it was first built. 

Coping 1 month later
NORTH BAY FIRES » After destruction of 5,300 homes, $3 billion 
in damage, recovery underway, but many key questions remain

One month ago today, the face 
of  Sonoma County changed 
forever.

Monster winds stoked a series 
of  deadly wildfires that roared into 
Santa Rosa and the Sonoma Valley, 
surprising sleeping residents and 
wiping out whole neighborhoods 
from Fountaingrove to Coffey Park.

By the time the devastating blazes 
were contained nearly three weeks 
later, they had charred more than 
114,000 acres, destroyed 5,300 homes 
and killed 23 people in Sonoma 
County, becoming the worst wild-
fires in state history.

Damage is estimated at $3 billion.

Now, with the smoke cleared and 
recovery underway, many are still 
trying to cope with the magnitude of  
the disaster while growing increas-
ingly anxious about the future.

Key questions still remain about 
the night the firestorm erupted: 
What caused the fires? And why 
were some people not warned before 
flames reached their neighborhoods? 

Equally important questions loom 
in the coming weeks and months: 
Where will displaced people go? 
How many will return to Sonoma 
County? How long will it take to 
rebuild and how much will it cost? 
What will become of  the local real 
estate, tourism and job markets?

A burned-out car sits in Coffey Park.

By PAUL PAYNE
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT 
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Republican tax bill would end personal loss deduction for victims 
of wildfires, earthquakes  / A11

Killer 
had fled 
mental 
hospital 

SUTHERLAND SPRINGS, 
Texas — The gunman behind 
the worst mass shooting in Tex-
as history escaped from a psy-
chiatric hospital while he was in 
the Air Force, and was caught a 
few miles away by local police, 
who were told that he had made 
death threats against his supe-
riors and tried 
to smuggle 
weapons onto 
his base, a 2012 
police report 
showed.

That episode, 
which came 
to light Tuesday, was another 
in a series of  red flags about 
the threat the gunman, Devin 
Kelley, posed to those around 
him. But none of  the warnings 
stopped Kelley from legally 
purchasing several firearms, in-
cluding the rifle he used to kill 
26 people at the First Baptist 
Church of  Sutherland Springs 
on Sunday.

According to an El Paso, Tex-
as, Police Department report 
from June 2012, officers took Kel-
ley, then 21, into custody at a bus 
station in downtown El Paso, 
where he apparently planned 
to flee on a bus after escaping 
from Peak Behavioral Health 
Services, a hospital a few miles 
away in Santa Teresa, New Mex-
ico. He had gone to Peak Behav-
ioral, whose services include a 
program for military personnel, 
after being charged in a military 
court with assaulting his wife 

More red flags emerge 
on worst mass shooter 
in Texas history
By SIMON ROMERO 
AND ALAN BLINDER
NEW YORK TIMES
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 ■Armed man 

who confronted 
shooter fuels 
both sides of gun 
debate / A11

Air quality worries citizens

Kristen Ortlinghaus has a 
question she can’t seem to get 
answered about the air quality 
in her Coffey Park neighbor-
hood. 

She wants to know if  she and 

her four children are being ex-
posed to dangerous toxins by 
living just a few doors down 
from the wasteland left behind 
by the most destructive wildlife 
in California history. 

“I don’t know what’s in the 
air,” said Ortlinghaus, who lik-
ened the smell in her neighbor-
hood after a recent rain to being 
punched in the face. “Should we 
be freaking out and running for 
our lives?”

When she first asked that 

question at the Local Assistance 
Center in downtown Santa Rosa, 
Ortlinghaus “got the major run-
around” from representatives 
of  the state Office of  Emergency 
Services and Sonoma County 
Health Department. 

“They all looked at each other 
and said, ‘It’s not us. We have no 
idea,’” Ortlinghaus recalled. 

They eventually suggested 
she call the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency, which is re-
sponsible for removing house-

hold toxics before major clean-
up operations begin. She got no 
answers there either, she said. 

“So I don’t let my kids play 
outside because honestly I don’t 
have enough data to know if  it’s 
safe,” Ortlinghaus said. 

Since then, thanks to per-
sistence, access to data from new 
air quality monitors around the 
city, and staying connected with 
other concerned neighbors, 
Ortlinghaus says she’s feeling 
a little better about the flow  

of  information.
But with major debris remov-

al operations getting underway, 
she feels it is more important 
than ever that public officials 
be transparent about air quality 
data so residents near burned-
out areas can make up their own 
minds about the health risks 
they face. 

“The information is just real-
ly not being shared in any rea-

People living near razed 
homes in SR concerned 
over airborne pollutants
By KEVIN McCALLUM
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT 
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