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The North Coast’s two mem-
bers of  Congress are set to take 
up new positions of  leadership 
in the House of  Representatives, 
promoting their Democratic 
Party’s pushback against the 

Trump admin-
istration on 
such matters as 
environmental 
protection, pos-
sible corrup-
tion in the ex-
ecutive branch 
and release of  
the president’s 
never-seen tax 
returns. 

“There’s going to be a new 
sheriff in town,” said Rep. Jar-

ed Huffman, 
D-San Rafael, 
who handily 
won his fourth 
term repre-
senting the 
l e f t - l e a n i n g 
North Coast. 

Come Janu-
ary, Huffman, 
a former envi-

ronmental attorney, will be in 
the majority for his first time in 
Congress. As a new subcommit-

tee chairman overseeing oceans 
and other natural resources, he 
will be on the frontlines of  the 
Democrats’ attempt to shore up 
environmental safeguards tar-
geted by the Trump administra-
tion.  

Huffman and Rep. Mike 
Thompson, the North Coast’s 
senior congressman, said 
their party will embrace its 
critical role of  oversight and 

Re-elected congressmen to push back
North Bay leaders vow 
to work with fellow 
Dems to oppose Trump
By GUY KOVNER
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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Trump  
pledges  
payback  
for Dems

WASHINGTON — Washing-
ton plunged into political war 
on Wednesday in the wake of  
a split decision by voters in the 
midterm elections, with Presi-
dent Donald Trump ousting his 
attorney general and threaten-
ing to retaliate 
against Dem-
ocrats if  they 
launch investi-
gations into his 
personal con-
duct and possi-
ble corruption 
in the adminis-
tration.

The rapid 
shift to battle 
stations sig-
naled the start 
of  what is likely 
to be two years 
of  unremitting 
political com-
bat as Trump positions himself  
for re-election. For the first time, 
Trump will be forced to navigate 
divided government as Demo-
crats who won the House pledge 
to be a check on his power and 
face pressure from their liberal 
base to block him at every turn.

The acrimony was punctuat-
ed by Trump’s bombast, as the 
president refused to show con-
trition or take responsibility 
for his party’s washout in many 
suburban areas where voters 
who previously backed Repub-

President says probes 
to be answered in kind, 
strikes out at reporters

By PHILIP RUCKER, ROBERT 
COSTA AND JOSH DAWSEY
WASHINGTON POST
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ELECTION 2018

CHRISTOPHER CHUNG / THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

Victoria Fleming, a Santa Rosa City Council candidate who is in the lead, plays with her 4-year-old daughter, Evie, at Humboldt Park in Santa Rosa 
on Wednesday. She is in contention with Dorothy Beattie for the seat in the 4th District.

Facing city’s challenges
SANTA ROSA » New council member, mayor will have to tackle housing, 
deal with Measure N loss, while working with a smaller budget

A housing crisis, a budget defi-
cit and chronic homelessness 
are the daunting challenges 

confronting the Santa Rosa City 
Council, which after Tuesday’s first 
round of  district-based races is 
poised to add a new face, extend the 
tenure of  a seasoned incumbent and 
select a new mayor.

Victoria Fleming appears poised 

to be that new council member, 
maintaining her lead Wednesday 
over Dorothy Beattie for the District 
4 seat representing north Santa 
Rosa. When she awoke after a long 
night, she was in front by 169 votes 
—  with 43.6 percent of  the tally com-
pared to Beattie’s 41.1 percent.   

 Fleming, 37, a clinical social 
worker and mother making her first 
bid at elected office, welcomed the 
advantage. But amid her determined 
search for coffee Wednesday, she 

wasn’t ready to declare victory just 
yet.

“I’m the kind of  person where I’ll 
relax when I’m all done,” Fleming 
said.

County elections officials said 
an estimated 50,000 to 75,000 mail-
in ballots remained untallied 
Wednesday. They were not able 
to say how many of  those ballots 
came from Santa Rosa or whether 

By WILL SCHMITT
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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Sessions ousted from AG post

WASHINGTON — President Don-
ald Trump fired Attorney General 
Jeff Sessions on Wednesday, re-
placing him with a loyalist who has 

echoed the president’s complaints 
about the special counsel investiga-
tion into Russia’s election interfer-
ence and will now take charge of  the 
inquiry.

Sessions delivered his resignation 
letter to the White House at the re-
quest of  the president, who tapped 
Matthew Whitaker, Sessions’ chief  
of  staff, as acting attorney general, 
raising questions about the future 
of  the inquiry led by special counsel 
Robert Mueller.

Whitaker, a former college football 
tight end and U.S. attorney in Iowa, 
and a onetime Senate candidate in 
that state, has previously questioned 
the scope of  the investigation. In a 
column for CNN last year, he wrote 
that Mueller would be going too far 
if  he examined the Trump family’s 
finances. “This would raise serious 
concerns that the special counsel’s 
investigation was a mere witch 
hunt,” Whitaker wrote, echoing the 
president’s derisive description of  

the investigation. Mueller has sub-
poenaed the Trump Organization for 
documents related to Russia.

Until now, Rod Rosenstein, the 
deputy attorney general, oversaw 
the investigation because Sessions 
recused himself  in March 2017, cit-
ing his active role in Trump’s 2016 
presidential campaign.

Democrats quickly demanded 
on Wednesday that Whitaker also 

Trump installs loyalist, 
raising questions about 
future of Mueller inquiry
By PETER BAKER, KATIE BENNER 
AND MICHAEL D. SHEAR
NEW YORK TIMES
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