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IMMIGRATION DISPUTE: White House aiming 
to restrict asylum status for refugees after 
federal court upholds DACA  / B1
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Acting attorney general criticized courts’ power 

Hail of 
gunfire 
kills 12 
at bar

THOUSAND OAKS — Ter-
rified patrons hurled barstools 
through windows to escape or 
threw their bodies protectively 
on top of  friends as a Marine 
combat veteran killed 12 people 
at a country music bar in an at-
tack that add-
ed Thousand 
Oaks to the 
tragic roster of 
American cit-
ies traumatized 
by mass shoot-
ings.

Dressed all in 
black with his 
hood pulled up, 
the gunman ap-
parently took 
his own life as 
scores of  police 
converged on 
the Borderline 
Bar and Grill in 
Southern Cali-
fornia.

The motive 
for the rampage 
late Wednesday 
night was un-
der investiga-
tion.

The kill-
er, Ian David 
Long, 28, was 
a former machine gunner and 
Afghanistan war veteran who 
was interviewed by police at his 
home last spring after an epi-
sode of  agitated behavior that 
authorities were told might be 
post-traumatic stress disorder. 
Opening fire with a handgun 
with an illegal, high-capacity 
magazine, Long shot a security 
guard outside the bar and then 
went in and took aim at employ-
ees and customers, authorities 
said. 

He also used a smoke bomb, 
according to a law enforcement 
official who was not authorized 
to discuss the investigation pub-
licly and spoke on condition of 
anonymity. The dead included 
a man who had survived last 
year’s massacre in Las Vegas, 
a veteran sheriff’s deputy who 
rushed in to confront the gun-
man, a 22-year-old man who 
planned to join the Army, a 
freshman at nearby Pepperdine 

WASHINGTON — The acting attor-
ney general, Matthew Whitaker, once 
espoused the view that the courts “are 
supposed to be the inferior branch” 
and criticized the Supreme Court’s 
power to review legislative and exec-
utive acts and declare them unconsti-
tutional, the lifeblood of  its existence 
as a coequal branch of  government.

In a Q&A when he sought the Re-
publican nomination for senator in 

Iowa in 2014, Whitaker indi-
cated that he shared the belief  
among some conservatives 
that the federal judiciary has 
too much power over public 
policy. He criticized many of  
the Supreme Court’s rulings, 
beginning with a foundation-
al one: Marbury v. Madison, 
which established its power of  judi-
cial review in 1803.

“There are so many” bad rulings, 
Whitaker said. “I would start with the 
idea of  Marbury v. Madison. That’s 
probably a good place to start and the 
way it’s looked at the Supreme Court 
as the final arbiter of  constitutional 
issues.”

The interview was among evi-

dence that shed new light on 
Whitaker’s views, including 
disparagement of  the Russia 
investigation, which he now 
oversees, and an expansive 
view of  presidential power. 
Congressional aides, jour-
nalists and other observ-
ers scoured his record after 

Trump fired Attorney General Jeff 
Sessions on Wednesday and replaced 
him with Whitaker, instantly raising 
questions about whether the presi-
dent wanted a loyalist in charge at the 
Justice Department with the power to 
end the Russia investigation.

Though Democrats called on 

MATT WHITAKER » Trump 
appointee also has slammed 
the Russia investigation
By CHARLIE SAVAGE
NEW YORK TIMES
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Gunman opens fire 
with modified pistol, 
takes his own life
By KRYSTA FAURIA
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THOUSAND OAKS
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Acting Attorney General Matt Whitaker’s record has 
been under sharp scrutiny since he was appointed.

David Ian
Long

INSIDE
 ■ Recent grad of 

Napa high school 
among those 
killed in 
shooting / A2

 ■ Some shooting 
survivors also 
lived through 
Vegas attack / B3

 ■Democrats 
want to make 
gun control 
a legislative 
priority / B3

INSIDE
Demonstrators 
rally in Santa 
Rosa in support 
of protecting 
special counsel’s 
probe / A12

Flames devastate 
Butte County town

CAMP FIRE » EVACUATIONS ORDERED

PARADISE — Tens of  thousands 
of  people fled a fast-moving wildfire 
Thursday in Butte County, some 
clutching babies and pets as they 
abandoned vehicles and struck out 
on foot ahead of  the flames that 
forced the evacuation of  an entire 
town and destroyed hundreds of  
structures.

“Pretty much the community of  
Paradise is destroyed, it’s that kind 
of  devastation,” said Cal Fire Capt. 
Scott McLean late Thursday. “The 
wind that was predicted came and 
just wiped it out.”

McLean estimated that a couple 
of  thousand structures were de-
stroyed in the town of  27,000 resi-

dents in the Sierra foothills east of  
Chico. The extent of  the injuries 
and specific damage count was not 
immediately known as officials 
could not access the dangerous 
area.

Butte County Cal Fire Chief  

Brad Sherwood stepped out of  his 
Santa Rosa office shortly after noon 
Thursday and was stopped cold. Smoke 
from a faraway wildfire had blown into 
Sonoma County, reviving the horror 
he experienced 13 months ago — to the 
very day. 

The foul odor of  burned trees, homes 
and possessions more than 100 miles 
away packed a visceral punch.

“It wasn’t the smoke, it was the smell,” 
Sherwood said. “It sent chills through 
my body.”

His Larkfield home, destroyed by the 
Tubbs fire — the most destructive blaze 
in California history — is under recon-
struction, but the fire’s overall toll will 

Thousands 
flee as homes 
are leveled

Disaster brings 
déjá vu feeling

By DON THOMPSON
ASSOCIATED PRESS

By GUY KOVNER 
AND HANNAH BEAUSANG
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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Steve Smith takes a rest from raking leaves near his 
home on Thursday in Santa Rosa while wearing a mask 
because of the Camp fire in Butte County.

INSIDE
Smoke blowing 
south from Camp 
fire stirs anxiety 
among students, 
faculty at 
several Santa 
Rosa schools / A3
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A home burns as the Camp fire rages through Paradise on Thursday. Tens of thousands of people fled a fast-moving wildfire, some clutching 
babies and pets as they abandoned vehicles and struck out on foot ahead of the flames that forced the evacuation of an entire town.


