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SOME ORCA SHOWS TO END: SeaWorld says it 
will phase out performances in San Diego by 
2017;  stunts to continue at two other parks  / A4
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TOMSULA STICKS 
WITH GABBERT

LOWELL COHN: What does 49ers coach’s caginess about QB choice mean? Sports

SR PUBLIC SAFETY 
TAX COULD CHANGE
Measure O proposal would 
lock in percentage spent on 
police, fire services Empire

TURN TO NETANYAHU, PAGE A7

KENT PORTER / The Press Democrat

TAKING A STAND: Kevin O’Connell, seen walking along Freezeout Road in Duncans Mills last week, said he and his neighbors plan to place their Sonoma 
County property tax payments in an escrow account rather than submitting them to the county until officials commit to repairing their pothole-riddled road.

No road repairs, 
no taxes, residents say

“The road is in horrible condition, 
and the potholes are so deep in some places that you could fish out of them.”

KEVIN O’CONNELL, who, along with his neighbors on Freezeout Road in Duncans Mills, 
is considering staging a tax protest over the state of the crumbling county road

A group of  Duncans Mills residents 
is upping the stakes in the ongoing 
conflict with Sonoma County offi-

cials over upkeep of  the county’s  
1,384-mile rural road network, threat-
ening to withhold their property tax 
payments this year in protest of  what 
they claim is decades of  neglect of  their 
crumbling neighborhood road.

Kevin O’Connell, who lives on Freeze-
out Road in Duncans Mills, said he and 
eight of  his neighbors have discussed set-
ting aside their property taxes in escrow 
accounts until county officials dedicate 
funding to fix their narrow, 1.4-mile-long 
county byway, which runs along the 
south bank of  the Russian River.

“The road is in horrible condition, and 
the potholes are so deep in some places 
that you could fish out of  them,” O’Con-

nell said. “It’s been 40 years of  them 
ignoring us, so we think withholding 
our taxes is the only thing that will wake 
these people up.”

The west county dispute, which has 
sharpened in recent weeks, adds addi-
tional fuel to long-standing strife over 
condition of  the county’s road network, 
consistently ranked among the worst in 
the Bay Area.

Residents and road repair advocates 
say the county has fallen short in its 
responsibility to maintain rural roads — 
a core service they contend should get 
more taxpayer money. County officials, 
however, say that their main pot of  road 
funding, state and federal gas tax dollars, 
has been flat or dwindling for years, leav-
ing local governments to backfill repair 
budgets.

The Board of  Supervisors has allocat-
ed more of  the county’s discretionary 
dollars for roads since 2013 than most 
boards over the past two decades, officials 
say. The three-year total, including the 
spending this fiscal year, is $44.9 million. 
Additional allocations could be made in a 
board hearing today.

“Property taxes are not intended to 
be used for road repairs, and this board 
is giving a huge amount,” said Susan 
Klassen, the county’s transportation and 

Duncans Mills neighbors vow to withhold property taxes if road not fixed

Think you 
know the 

worst roads?

TURN TO ROAD, PAGE A7
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Assemblyman Marc Levine

Levine 
mulls bill 
requiring 

voting

A North Bay lawmaker said 
he’s “seriously considering” in-
troducing legislation that would 
require Californians to vote in 
elections, a move some hail as a 
much-needed boost to civic par-
ticipation and others decry as 
antithetical to the right of  free 
expression.

Assemblyman Marc Levine, 
D-Greenbrae, cited California’s 
abysmal turn-
out at the polls, 
including last 
N o v e m b e r ’ s 
historically low 
voter turnout 
in mid-term 
elections, as his 
motivation for 
possibly bring-
ing forward a compulsory vot-
ing bill in January. 

“We are in a crisis situation 
where very few people are mak-
ing the decisions for all of  us,” 
he said.

Worldwide, at least 26 coun-
tries have some form of  manda-
tory voting, including some that 
impose penalties for failing to do 
so, according to the Institute for 
Democracy and Electoral Assis-
tance. The list includes Austra-
lia, which levies a fine of  rough-
ly $15 for those who shirk their 
voting duties. About 90 percent 
of  those eligible to vote in the 

North Bay Democrat, citing 
state’s low turnout, may 

introduce measure in January 

By DEREK MOORE
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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Bears searching for food overrun Sierra town

THREE RIVERS — Tourists and an-
imal lovers hoping to see a bear in Se-
quoia National Park this fall probably 
stand a better chance of  spotting one in 
this tiny town at the park’s entrance.

Three Rivers is literally crawling with 
hungry bears driven down from the 
mountains by drought in search of  food 
to fatten up for winter. Everyone seems 
to have photos of  the creatures on their 
phones or anecdotes of  encounters.

Chas Haws’ eyes bugged out as he re-
called his surprise coming face to face 
with a bear before dawn as he walked 
to Antoinette’s Coffee and Goodies shop 
along the main road one day.

He carefully stepped back as the bear 
reared up and then walked away.

“He didn’t care about me at all,” Haws 
said. “I didn’t smell like a muffin — yet.”

There’s no doubt a bear invasion is 
afoot in this town of  2,200 that is home to 
an eclectic mix of  park employees, cattle 
ranchers, hippies, yuppies and artists. It 
is also a retreat for Hollywood types that 
include Anjelica Huston and William 
Shatner.

Most seem delighted by the visiting 
black bears — many brown and cin-
namon in color — lumbering through 

BRIAN MELLEY / Associated Press

A California black bear roams in the town of Three 
Rivers in Tulare County. The animals are seeking 
food so they can fatten up before hibernating.TURN TO BEARS, PAGE A7

LIVING WITH DROUGHT: 
With berries and acorns scarce, 

animals abandon parched woods

By BRIAN MELLEY
ASSOCIATED PRESS

A few months back, we asked Press Democrat 
readers to help us identify the bone-jarringest, 
head-rattlingest, disc-slippingest roads in Sonoma 
County. Now, it’s your chance to vote.

We’re kicking off an NCAA tournament- style 
bracket where readers can declare one lucky 
(or unlucky) road the worst of  the worst.

Head to roads.pressdemocrat.com to find pho-
tos and maps of  the candidates, as well as short 
profiles of  each stretch of  pavement. Then, follow 
the link at the top of  the site to a bracket where 
you can pick your least favorites.

Voting begins today, and the first round will 
conclude Friday morning.

Netanyahu, 
Obama renew 
call for peace

WASHINGTON — Minimiz-
ing sharp differences, President 
Barack Obama and Israeli Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanya-
hu on Monday reaffirmed their 
commitment to seeking elusive 
Middle East peace, though pros-
pects for an agreement between 
Israelis and Palestinians appear 
ever further out of  reach.

The U.S. and Israeli leaders’ 
meeting at the White House 
marked the first time they had 
talked face-to-face in more than 
a year. They long have had a 
frosty relationship, and tensions 
peaked earlier this year amid 
Obama’s pursuit of  an Iran nu-
clear deal that Netanyahu vigor-
ously opposed.

Monday’s meeting was an at-
tempt to reset ties for the final 
year of  Obama’s presidency.

In comments to reporters 
before their private talks, they 
sidestepped their disagreement 
on Iran, with Obama calling it a 
“narrow issue.”

“We don’t have a disagree-
ment on the need to making 

By JULIE PACE
ASSOCIATED PRESS

GROUP BACKS 
DMV SIGNUPS
$10 million 
pledged toward 
effort to link voter 
registration to 
driver’s licenses 
nationwide / A5


