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ABRUPT DEPARTURE » Healdsburg Councilman 
Eric Ziedrich resigns over Measure R’s failure.   A3

ALL DOWN TO THIS » Sonoma Academy, St. Vincent 
to face off for Division 3 girls soccer title.   C1
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Moises Sapir-Uribe, 11, helps create signs before a Trump opposition candlelight vigil Wednesday in Sebastopol.

A political division

The American political es-
tablishment reeled on Wednes-
day as leaders in both parties 
began coming to grips with 
four years of  President Donald 

Trump in the 
White House, a 
once-unimag-
inable scenario 
that has now 
plunged the 
United States 
and its allies 
and adversar-
ies into a peri-
od of  deep un-
certainty about 

the policies and impact of  his 
administration.

Democrats, who will be out of  
power in both the White House 
and Congress for the first time 
since 2006, were particularly 
crestfallen that Hillary Clinton 
had a slender lead in the popu-
lar vote but lost in the Electoral 
College, a fate similar to Al Go-
re’s in 2000.

On campuses nationwide, stu-
dents marched against Trump 
with signs bearing slogans like 
“Not my president,” and pro-
testers in Oakland smashed 
windows and set fire to garbage 
bins. On Wednesday night, thou-
sands of  people protested in sev-

eral cities, including Chicago, 
Philadelphia, Seattle and New 
York, where demonstrators con-
verged in Midtown Manhattan 
in front of  Trump Tower, the 
home of  the president-elect.

With millions of  other voters 
euphoric at the election of  a true 
political outsider as president, 

the clear divide over Trump 
inspired pleas of  unity from 
his two biggest foes, President 
Barack Obama and Clinton. 
At separate news conferences, 
they urged Americans to come 
together for the sake of  the re-

As the United States comes to terms with new reality, stark split emerges
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STILL COUNTING  
IN SONOMA: More than 
40,000 ballots remain to be 
counted and the process 
might take weeks / A3

INSIDE

ELECTION 2016 » TRUMP VICTORY MET WITH SHOCK
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A supporter of Donald Trump walks past Trump Tower on Fifth Avenue 
on Wednesday in New York. Donald Trump was elected the 45th 
president of the Unites States on Tuesday.

Across Sonoma County on 
Wednesday, the emotions of  
a majority of  voters ranged 
from anxiety and anger to dis-
belief  and despair. In a county 
where voters went more than 
3-to-1 for Hillary Clinton, the 
looming reality of  four years 
with Donald Trump as presi-
dent was unthinkable. 

Some Clinton supporters 
compared the election’s stun-
ning outcome to a national 
tragedy. Others said their 
grief  felt similar to that ex-
perienced after the death of  
a family member, a nagging, 
sinking pit in the stomach. 

The overwhelming advan-
tage Democrats hold over Re-
publicans on the North Coast 
translated to a dejected elec-
torate Wednesday, hours after 
Trump’s insurgent victory, 

By MARTIN ESPINOZA  
AND DEREK MOORE
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT 

Many in 
county 
in despair 
after vote

INSIDE
 ■ State doubles down on liberal values while the rest of the US veers right / B1
 ■ Some worry Trump might not be friendly to pot legalization trend / B1
 ■Hillary Clinton’s insider status, paid speeches to financial institutes, lack of focus 

on certain demographics may have cost her victory / B1

Donald 
Trump

Winner Hopkins takes on challenge

Hours after Lynda Hopkins scored a 
clear victory in her race against Noreen 
Evans for a seat on the Sonoma County 
Board of  Supervisors, she awoke Wednes-
day at her Forestville home with a feeling 
of  elation, but also a deep sense of  gloom.  

The shock election of  Donald Trump 
as president Tuesday cast a dark cloud 
over Hopkins’ campaign celebration at La 
Fondita Mexican restaurant in Roseland. 
What remained Wednesday was profound 
distress, and a budding call to action.

“It has been a complete roller coaster 
of  emotions,” Hopkins said Wednesday 
morning after making breakfast for her 
two young daughters. “I’m very honored 
to be assuming the 5th District supervi-
sor seat in January, but at the same time, 
we’re going to be facing an administration 
at the national level that thinks climate 
change is a hoax. It’s a very chilling real-
ity.”

Hopkins, who will succeed Supervisor 
Efren Carrillo, jumped to a wide lead on 
early returns Tuesday night and retained 
that advantage Wednesday in updated re-
sults including all precincts. Hopkins had 
54 percent of  the vote to Evans’ 46 percent, 
and though tens of  thousands of  ballots 
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Newly elected Sonoma County 5th District Supervisor 
Lynda Hopkins holds her daughter Adeline, 1, at her 
farm in Healdsburg on Wednesday.
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SUPERVISORS » Victor cites 
call to action as Trump wins

Pot  
users 
celebrate  
victory

OrganiCann medical marijua-
na dispensary owner Dona Ruth 
Frank was at the gate of her East 
Todd Road business in unincor-
porated Santa Rosa as it opened 
Wednesday morning, embracing 
customers and helping staff hand 
out rolling papers and company 
swag in celebration of Califor-
nia’s landmark vote to legalize 
recreational use of marijuana.  

Frank said she’d already re-
ceived a flood of unsolicited 
emails from insurance com-
panies, accountants and other 
businesses vying to get into Cal-
ifornia’s fledgling market for rec-
reational pot.

A regular customer, Stepha-
nie Chapman, 27, of  Santa Rosa, 
came through the dispensary 
gate and the two women hugged.

“It’s a bad day for women, a 
great day for weed,” Frank said, 
acknowledging their mutual dis-
appointment in Donald Trump’s 
election to the presidency.

Adults in California can now 
lawfully consume marijuana for 
fun, but little else changed over-
night with the passage of Prop-
osition 64, which was supported 
by 56 percent of voters statewide 
and 59 percent of Sonoma Coun-
ty voters. 

 People age 21 and up can now 
possess an ounce of pot and grow 
six plants. But there is no place 
yet to lawfully buy it without a 
doctor’s recommendation, cul-
tivate the plant in greater num-
bers or conduct a range of other 
cannabis businesses, such as 
manufacturing, distribution and 
transportation. 

State regulators have said it 
will take until at least January 
2018 before they will issue licens-
es allowing the state’s recreation-
al industry to open for business, 
which could swell to a $6.5 billion 
industry by 2020, according to 

By GUY KOVNER  
AND JULIE JOHNSON
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PROP 64 » Recreational 
measure OK’d but retail 
outlets not open yet
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A variety of products avail-
able for sale Wednesday at 
the OrganiCann dispensary 
in Santa Rosa.


