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BANK GOING PUBLIC:  
Luther Burbank Savings 
files for IPO in order to 
raise additional capital for 
growth / B8

INSIDE

City resumes camp cleanup

PG&E: 
Private 
line may 
be cause

PG&E contends in a new 
court filing that a private power 
line may have started the deadly 
Tubbs fire that raced through 
Santa Rosa last month and be-
came the most destructive wild-
fire in state history. 

The Tubbs fire, which killed 
21 people and destroyed more 
than 4,400 homes in Sonoma 
County, remains under state 
investigation. At least 10 law-
suits with more than 100 plain-
tiffs had been filed last week 
against PG&E claiming poorly 
maintained power lines were 
responsible for Northern Cali-
fornia blazes that erupted Oct. 
8, including the Tubbs fire.  

But “preliminary investiga-
tions suggest that this fire might 
have been caused by electrical 
equipment that was owned, 
installed and maintained by a 
third party not named in these 
actions,” PG&E attorneys wrote 
in a filing Thursday with the Ju-
dicial Council of  California, the 
policymaking body of  the Cali-
fornia courts. 

PG&E did not name the third 
party but referenced a Napa 
County location near Bennett 
Lane and Highway 128 north 
of  Calistoga where investiga-
tors have focused their work on 
the cause of  the Tubbs fire. Cal 
Fire officials have seized power 
equipment and privately owned 
electric lines at a undisclosed 
property in the area, according 
to separate PG&E filings made 

Senate tax plan diverges from House’s

WASHINGTON — Senate Re-
publicans outlined their vision 
on Thursday for overhauling 
the tax code, proposing a one-
year delay in President Donald 
Trump’s top priority of  cutting 

the corporate tax rate while re-
instating some prized tax breaks 
used by middle-class families.

The Senate bill differs sig-
nificantly from the House ver-
sion approved by the Ways and 
Means Committee on Thursday: 
It would preserve some popular 
tax breaks, including ones for 
mortgage interest and medical 

expenses, and would maintain a 
bottom tax rate of  10 percent for 
lower earners. But it also would 
jettison the state and local tax 
deduction entirely and delay the 
enforcement of  a 20 percent cor-
porate tax rate until 2019, which 
could rankle the White House 
and mute the economic growth 
projections that Republicans 
are counting on to blunt the cost 
of  the tax cuts.

The disparate bills show the 
competing pressures that Re-

publican lawmakers are facing 
and the calculations that Senate 
and House leaders are making 
to ensure passage of  the bills 
through their respective cham-
bers. While both bills share the 
main priorities of  cutting corpo-
rate and individual taxes, they 
diverge on matters of  high polit-
ical sensitivity, particularly for 
vulnerable House Republicans 
from high-tax states and for 

Santa Rosa officials said Thursday they 
will resume efforts to disband the grow-
ing homeless encampment at the Sixth 
Street freeway underpass and move peo-
ple into temporary shelters.

Over the next two weeks, outreach 
workers will fan out offering hotel vouch-
ers and bed space in the city’s Sam L. 
Jones Hall to the 75 people living in tents 

that sprang up last year.
At the same time, to discourage people 

from staying there, police will start hand-
ing out more tickets to those who violate 
city ordinances by blocking sidewalks or 
urinating in public.

“It’s really sad,” Kelli Kuykendall, the 
city’s housing and community services 
manager. “It’s sad for people living there 
and sad for neighbors and businesses.”

Earlier efforts to close the camp by 
mid-October were postponed by the dev-
astating wildfires that broke out Oct. 8.

Now, with recovery underway, offi-
cials will renew the campaign begun 
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Filing suggests 3rd-party 
electrical equipment 
could have started blaze

POLITICAL PRESSURES » GOP proposes delay on 
corporate rate cuts, reinstates some prized breaks
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TUBBS FIRE

A homeless 
man sleeps in 
the sun at an 
encampment at 
the Sixth Street 
over crossing 
Oct. 31 in 
Santa Rosa.
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Tim and Lori Sarver, from left, and Justin and Hollie Tracy raise their phones during Thursday’s Band Together benefit concert for North Bay fire 
relief at AT&T Park in San Francisco. The Sarvers and Tracys both lost their Coffey Park homes in the Tubbs fire.

A night of music, love

Benefit concert helps raise funds 
for victims of North Bay wildfires

Firefighters shared the 
spotlight with rock stars 
and sports heroes Thurs-

day night when 40,000 people 
jammed San Francisco’s AT&T 
Park to raise money to help 
victims of  last month’s North 
Bay wildfires.

“It was hard to watch those 
fires from anywhere and not 
be able to do something about 
it,” singer and guitarist Dave 
Matthews said from the stage 
of  the Band Together Bay Area 
benefit concert, sharing his 

reaction in watching television 
coverage of  the disaster.

With a show that starred East 
Bay-based heavy metal mega-
stars Metallica and Dead & 
Company, including Occidental 
drummer Mickey Hart, the San 
Francisco nonprofit Tipping 
Point Company set out to do 
something big.

Even before the show started, 
nearly 50 corporate sponsors 
had raised $9 million for North 
Bay fire relief  efforts, with the 
tally from the concert itself  
boosting the total to an 

By DAN TAYLOR
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

TURN TO CONCERT » PAGE A13

FIRE RELIEF » BAND TOGETHER

Metallica lead singer James Hetfield performs Thursday.


