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Justices 
could rule 
on fate of  
5 million

WASHINGTON — President 
Barack Obama will ask the Su-
preme Court to clear the way 
for his far-reaching overhaul 
of  the nation’s immigration 
system, administration lawyers 
said Tuesday, setting up a bat-
tle in the nation’s highest court 
over whether nearly 5 million 
undocument-
ed immigrants 
can legally live 
and work in the 
United States.

A year after 
the president 
asserted the 
power of  his of-
fice to provide 
work permits 
and protection 
from deporta-
tion for those 
i m m i g r a n t s , 
his plan re-
mains under 
assault by conservatives who 
have tied it up in legal limbo. On 
Monday, a federal appeals court 
said the president had exceeded 
his authority.

If  the Supreme Court agrees 
to hear the president’s case 
during the current term, a rul-
ing could come by next summer, 
just days before the two political 
parties hold their nominating 
conventions for the 2016 presi-
dential campaign. A June deci-
sion could ensure a fierce debate 
on an issue that is critical to par-
tisans on both sides.

“This is the moment that we, 
along with millions of  families, 
have been waiting for,” said 
Marielena Hincapié, the exec-

Obama to ask Supreme 
Court to weigh his executive 

actions on immigration

By MICHAEL D. SHEAR
NEW YORK TIMES

TURN TO IMMIGRATION, PAGE A7

Barack  
Obama
President’s actions 
a year ago have 
been contested in 
courts ever since.

Even as speaker, Ryan makes office a home

WASHINGTON — The speaker has 
no house.

Of  all his unusual traits for his 
new role — relative youth, a love of  
Clif  Bars for lunch and an excessive 
interest in tax policy — the most no-
table may be Speaker Paul Ryan’s in-
sistence on sleeping in his Capitol Hill 
office.

Like scores of  other members of  
Congress, most of  them Republican, 

Ryan chooses to bed down on a cot 
in his office every night the House is 
in session. He chooses this over the 
speaker’s official palatial suite in the 
Capitol — which stinks, Ryan has 
pointed out, thanks to smoke from its 
prior inhabitant, John Boehner.

So it is that he sleeps in his far 
smaller office in the Longworth House 
Office Building, one of  three such 
buildings that over the years have be-
come veritable homeless shelters for 
members of  the House.

For the lawmakers, the choice is fis-

cal, practical and political. Many say 
they find Washington rental prices 
too high. Others say it allows them to 
work longer and harder hours, unfet-
tered by commutes and the distrac-
tion of  Jimmy Fallon.

Still others, like Ryan, say Washing-
ton is simply not their home, so why 
get a basement apartment and a few 
lamps and pretend?

“I live in Janesville, Wisconsin,” 
Ryan said in an interview with 
CNN last weekend, referring to his 

ZACH GIBSON / New York Times

Rep. Paul Ryan, R-Wis., leaves his Capitol Hill office, 
which doubles as his Washington lodgings, Oct. 23. TURN TO SPEAKER, PAGE A7
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WWII fighter recalls pal lost in combat

A s Hertzel Harrison ponders Veterans 
Day, you can be sure the 97-year-old 
World War II vet will think about the 

young bombardier he’d promised to look 
after.

In 1944, Harrison was an old guy aboard a 
B-17 Flying Fortress dubbed “Special Deliv-
ery.” The bomber’s navigator, he was 26 and 
had left behind his wife, Virginia Dorothy, 

and their two children in Peoria, Ill.
One of  33,000 veterans who live in Sono-

ma County, Harrison is today a steadfast 
front-desk volunteer at Santa Rosa Memorial 
Hospital and a long-widowed resident of  
Rohnert Park. He recalls that he enlisted in 
the war largely because of  his two sons. He’s 
Jewish, and he remembers looking at his 
sleeping boys — Hertzel, or “Trip,” who was 
5, and Robert, 1 — and thinking about Adolf  
Hitler’s genocide of  Jews.

“I said, ‘Bullshit, he’s not going to do that 
to my kids,’ ” the wiry and genial Harrison 
said from beneath a tan flatcap.

“Really, that’s the reason I enlisted. What a 
coward he (Hitler) was!”

He joined the Army and trained in the Air 

VETERANS DAY: RP man, 97,  
describes joining war effort after 

hearing of Hitler’s treatment of Jews

By CHRIS SMITH
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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BATTLE READY: 
Rohnert Park 
resident Hertzel 
Harrison, back row 
second from right, 
and John C. Rhyne, 
back row far right, 
served together in 
the 303rd Bomb 
Group on this B-17 
crew photographed 
on Aug 17, 1944. 
One week later, 
Rhyne was hit by 
flak shrapnel on a 
mission and killed. 

Photos by JOHN BURGESS / The Press Democrat 

Sonoma County park rangers on Tuesday jokingly point when asked “Where is Spring Lake?” during a ceremony debuting their new 
uniforms and badges at Spring Lake Regional Park in Santa Rosa. For more photos from Tuesday’s ceremony, visit pressdemocrat.com.

New look for rangers
Sonoma County Regional Parks’ redesigned uniforms make wearers  

look less like deputies as agency aims to focus more on outreach, education

P ark rangers are not sheriff’s dep-
uties, though, until recently, their 
uniforms might have suggested 

otherwise.
Their star-shaped badges, which had 

been unchanged since the Sonoma County 
Regional Parks Department was formed 
nearly five decades ago, made them look 
more like law enforcement officers than 
stewards of  the county’s 54 parks.

On Tuesday, an initiative by Regional 
Parks to revamp the way rangers interact 
with the public debuted its most visible 
change when 19 rangers received new 

badges to adorn their redesigned uni-
forms.

“Rangers are a combination of  many 
things,” Regional Parks Director Caryl 
Hart told the rangers during a ceremony 
Tuesday at Spring Lake Regional Park in 
Santa Rosa.

“You’re explorers, you’re guardians, 
outdoorsmen and women, educators, 
police officers, tree lovers, nature guides, 
greeters, animal protectors, custodians of  
our natural wonders, and field and envi-
ronmental scientists all rolled into one,” 
Hart said.

The new badges resemble a shield, 
emblazoned with an image of  the sun 
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The park rangers’ new badges are 
shield- rather than star-shaped.


