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CUBS CONNECTION:  
Santa Rosa Junior College 
alum Brandon Hyde coach-
es first base for Chicago 
/ C1

INSIDE

Heroic bridge effort helped defeat Hitler

Recall ever hearing of  the Ludendorff 
Bridge in Germany?

Little remains of  the long, steel rail-
road bridge today, 71 years after it popped 
and groaned and twisted and shook amid 
a lull in a historic and ironic World War 
II combat bombardment, then collapsed 
into the Rhine River.

Santa Rosa native Dan Yolo stood on 
it just then. As a U.S. Army sergeant 
only 20 years old, Yolo didn’t immediate-

ly take in the great significance of  the 
moment, which came as Adolf  Hitler’s 
beleaguered forces resorted to extreme 
efforts to destroy their own grand bridge 
in order to deny the Allies the use of  it as 
a gateway to Germany’s heartland.

Former Santa Rosa High School stu-
dent Yolo did the only reasonable thing 
to be done.

“I put it in high gear and took off,” 
said the now 91-year-old retired, self-em-
ployed trucker.

As Yolo recalls, those few seconds on 
the afternoon of  March 17, 1945, he ran 
toward one end of  the convulsing bridge. 
How exactly he got off of  it he’s not sure, 
but he found himself  down on the bank, 
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World War II veteran Dan Yolo helped defend the 
Remagen bridge that allowed troops to enter 
Germany at the end of the war. 

VETERAN’S DAY » SR WWII 
vet led effort to defend German 
span as US troops crossed
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Villaraigosa 
enters race 
for governor

Former Los Angeles Mayor 
Antonio Villaraigosa on Thurs-
day began his 2018 bid for 
governor with a new website, 

confirming his 
entrance into 
what is expect-
ed to be a com-
petitive race.

After a three-
year hiatus 
from the polit-
ical limelight, 
Vi l la ra igo s a 
joins a heady 
field of  candi-

dates that is expected to grow 
larger in the months ahead.

The Democrat’s decision 
comes after months of  relative-
ly quiet, subtle moves to drift 

By PHIL WILLON
LOS ANGELES TIMES
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Antonio  
Villaraigosa

Trump meets with 
Obama for transition 
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President Barack Obama meets with President-elect Donald Trump on Thursday in the Oval Office of the White House in Washington.

President-elect Donald Trump and Pres-
ident Barack Obama pledged Thursday to 
work together after their first-ever meet-
ing, starting the whirlwind transition that 
will unfold over the next 10 weeks until 
Trump is sworn into office on Jan. 20.

An hour and a half  after Trump en-
tered the White House through the South 
Lawn entrance — avoiding news cameras 
and the eyes of  the president’s staff — a 
group of  reporters were ushered into the 
Oval Office, where the president and pres-
ident-elect were seated in the high-backed 
armchairs at the end of  the room.

In a sign of  how tensions between the 
two politicians have not disappeared in 
the immediate aftermath of  the election, 

The two discuss organizational issues, as well as foreign, domestic policy
By DAVID NAKAMURA  
AND JULIET EILPERIN
WASHINGTON POST
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President-elect Donald Trump meets with House Speaker Paul Ryan, 
R-Wisconsin, on Capitol Hill. With them are Melania Trump and Vice  
President-elect Mike Pence.

ELECTION 2016 » WORKING TOGETHER 

INSIDE
 ■ President-elect 

Trump has not al-
lowed the media 
to travel with him 
so far / A9

 ■A Russian 
diplomat claims  
Moscow had con-
tacted the Trump 
campaign / B1

 ■Doing 
away with the 
much-maligned 
Electoral College 
isn’t so easy / B1

 ■Demonstra-
tions against 
Trump’s win 
continue across 
the United States 
/ B4

Parks 
measure 
defeat 
likely

The apparent defeat of  a sales 
tax measure for Sonoma Coun-
ty’s parks could mean thou-
sands of  acres of  county-owned 
lands will remain effectively 
closed to the public for years 
to come, and possibly lead to 
more fees, including at iconic 
locations on the coast such as 
Bodega Head and Goat Rock.

Measure J supporters called 
the half-cent sales tax increase 
— and the estimated $95 mil-
lion in revenue it was to gen-
erate over a decade — critical 
for making park improvements 
and to fully open some sites to 
the public, including nearly 
4,000 acres of  land owned by 
the county’s Agricultural Pres-
ervation and Open Space Dis-
trict.

Supporters also touted the 
measure as a way of  prevent-
ing, or at least limiting, the 

SONOMA COUNTY » 
Lands would remain 
closed, fixes on hold 
By DEREK MOORE
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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