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SR mulls next move 
to close housing gap
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HOPEFUL DESPITE SETBACK: Santa Rosa City Councilman Jack Tibbetts, who spearheaded the housing bond Measure N, remains hopeful for bond money for an 
affordable housing project on the site of the burned Journey’s End mobile home park in Santa Rosa. It would have received funds had Measure N passed.

It’s back to the drawing board to publicly fi-
nance new housing projects in Sonoma Coun-
ty, with the likely prospect of  yet another fight 

in the future over who gets to draft the plans.
Last week, Santa Rosa voters rejected a 

$124 million housing bond measure, a key propos-
al that would have leveraged state and federal aid 
to build an estimated 3,000 to 4,000 homes. 

The defeat came after a campaign that opened 
a wide rift between supporters, including city 
officials and many civic leaders, business and 
environmental groups, and opponents led by the 
region’s largest organized labor coalition and a 
politically emergent Indian tribe.    

Now city and civic leaders say they still want 
to use public money to help address the county’s 
longstanding housing shortage, driven by the 
sharp drop in residential construction a decade 
ago during the housing crash and severe reces-
sion. BUILDING AFFORDABLE HOUSING: Crossroads in southwest Santa Rosa is the latest Burbank 

Housing project for low- and fixed-income residents. Measure N, which failed to pass Tuesday, would 
have generated funds for Burbank and other housing projects.

MEASURE N » BOND INITIATIVE DEFEAT 

Campaign opens rift between city, industry leaders over public funds use
By ROBERT DIGITALE
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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Florida 
begins  
recount 
of votes

RIVIERA BEACH, Florida 
— Florida began the first full, 
statewide vote recount in its his-
tory on Saturday after authori-
ties found that tallies submitted 
by the state’s 67 counties left the 
contests for Senate, governor 
and agriculture commissioner 
too close to call.

Recounts were also ordered in 
a state Senate race and two con-
tests for the 
state House, 
a measure of  
the slender 
margins in 
the nation’s 
largest swing 
state that have 
left two of  the 
most closely 
watched races in the country 
still undecided, four days after 
the midterm elections.

After unofficial results came 
in shortly after noon Saturday, 
Gov. Rick Scott’s edge in the 
race for the Senate had slipped 
to just 12,600 votes over the 
Democratic incumbent, Bill Nel-
son. Andrew Gillum, the Demo-
cratic Tallahassee mayor who 
on election night had conceded 
his loss in the governor’s race 
to Ron DeSantis, rose to within 
33,600  votes and retracted his 
earlier concession.

“Florida has never had a full 
statewide recount. It’s about to 
have three,” Andrew Weinstein, 
the national chairman of  the 
Democratic Lawyers Council, 
said on Twitter. “Buckle up.”

Across Florida, elections office 
employees already exhausted af-
ter processing thousands of  bal-
lots since Tuesday geared up for 
a new round of  tabulations, this 
time with a tight deadline that 

ELECTION 2018 » 3 close 
statewide races being 
reviewed in historic first
By FRANCES ROBLES 
AND PATRICIA MAZZEI
NEW YORK TIMES
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The edge held by Florida governor, left, in  
the Senate race had slipped Saturday 
over the Democratic incumbent.

ROUDA WINS 
HOUSE SEAT
Real estate exec 
defeats GOP rival 
Rohrabacher 
on Saturday in 
Orange County 
contest / A7

Wildfire death toll rises to 25

PARADISE — The few residents of  the burned-out 
city of  Paradise who were able to inspect their prop-
erty on Saturday saw nothing but disappointment.

Nearly the entire city of  27,000 residents lay in 
ruins and most were still barred from returning 
to the still hazardous town where small fires con-
tinued to flare.

Butte County Sheriff Kory Honea said Satur-
day 14 additional bodies were found, bringing the 
death toll to 23. The victims have not been identi-
fied. Two people were found dead in a wildfire in 
Southern California, bringing the total number of  
fatalities for the state to 25.

The fire became California’s third deadliest 
since record-keeping began, with the death toll 
surpassing that from a blaze last year that ravaged 

By GILLIAN FLACCUS,  
DON THOMPSON AND PAUL ELIAS
ASSOCIATED PRESS

MALIBU — Two people were found dead as a pair 
of  wildfires stretched from inland canyons to the 
Pacific in Southern California on Saturday, leaving 
people sifting through the remains of  both man-
sions and modest homes for anything they had left.

The two bodies were found severely burned in-
side a car on a long residential driveway in Mal-
ibu, Los Angeles County Sheriff’s Chief  John 
Benedict said. The home is on a winding stretch 
of  Mulholland Highway with steep panoramic 
views, where on Saturday the roadway was lit-
tered with rocks, a few large boulders and fallen 
power lines, some of  them still on fire. Most of  the 
surrounding structures were leveled.

The deaths brings to 25 the number of  people 
killed in the state’s wildfires in the past few days, 
with 23 found dead in the Camp fire.INSIDE

 ■Air quality in county still poor as 
wildfire smoke shrouds region / A3

 ■ State firefighters slam Trump’s attack 
on Twitter as “very shameful” / A10

WOOLSEY FIRE » Calmer 
winds aid Malibu effort

CAMP FIRE » Paradise 
residents return to ashes

By JONATHAN J. COOPER AND ANDREW DALTON
ASSOCIATED PRESS
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Krystin Harvey, left, comforts her daughter, Araya Cipollini, on Saturday 
at the remains of their Paradise home burned in the Camp Fire.


