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VETERANS DAY » Marking its 
30th anniversary, Petaluma 
parade honors soldiers.  A3

FOR SPRING BLOOMS » Now  
is the time to sow seeds for 
vibrant wildflowers later.  D1

GAUCHOS FALL TO GIANTS » 
Redwood storms to win versus 
Casa Grande in playoffs.  C1

The West taking its own political path

SAN FRANCISCO — The West Coast 
has long prided itself  as an engine for re-
invention and progressive ideals, seeing 
itself  as distinct from the rest of  the coun-
try. But after Tuesday’s election, the swath 
of  states bordering the Pacific Ocean feels 
increasingly like an island unto its own.

While large parts of  the American elec-

toral map, particularly in the industrial 
Rust Belt, turned more Republican in 
Tuesday’s election, California went more 
Democratic, with 61.5 percent of  voters 
choosing Hillary Clinton, the highest 
percentage for a Democratic presidential 
nominee since the re-election of  Presi-
dent Franklin D. Roosevelt in 1936.

On social policies, the election made 
the Rockies look more like a border than 
a mountain range. In a raft of  ballot mea-
sures, voters embraced causes like bilin-
gual education, stricter gun control and 
taxes on sugary drinks. And amid Donald 
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Lt. Gov. Gavin Newsom speaks at a news conference  
Wednesday after California voters legalized the 
recreational use of marijuana in San Francisco.

By THOMAS FULLER AND JACK HEALY
NEW YORK TIMES

Tuesday’s election illustrates 
how states’ progressive voters 
veering away from nation
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Parts of 
Obamacare 
may be kept

Just days after a national 
campaign in which he vowed 
repeatedly to repeal President 
Barack Obama’s signature 
health care law, Donald Trump 
is sending signals that his ap-
proach to health care is a work 
in progress.

Trump even indicated that 
he would like to keep two of  the 
most popular benefits of  the Af-
fordable Care Act, one that forc-
es insurers to cover people with 
pre-existing health conditions 
and another that allows parents 
to cover children under their 
plan into their mid-20s. He told 
The Wall Street Journal that he 
was reconsidering his stance 
after meeting with Obama on 
Thursday.

The comments added to a 
sense of  whiplash about the law 
and its future. More than 100,000 
Americans rushed to buy health 
insurance under the Affordable 
Care Act on Wednesday, the 
biggest turnout yet during this 
year’s sign-up period, under-
scoring that millions of  people 

By REED ABELSON
NEW YORK TIMES
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AFFORDABLE CARE ACT

Resort shines light on  
valley’s transformation 

DEVELOPMENT IN KENWOOD

A Chinese company has obtained design approval and is in the process of seeking building permits 
for the Resort at Sonoma Country Inn in Kenwood.  
Where: 186-acre site off Highway 12 near 
Lawndale Road 
The project: 50-room hotel overlooking the 
Valley of the Moon, a luxury spa, a 125-seat 

restaurant and a 10,000-case winery seeking 
approval for 20 events annually
Owners: Tohigh Property Investment, a subsidi-
ary of Chinese developer Oceanwide Holdings
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PROTECTING SONOMA VALLEY: “If something is built, and it probably will be, we want it as least impactful to the community as we can make it,” says Kathy Pons, 
the president of the Valley of the Moon Alliance. Pons opposes a proposed development of the 186-acre La Campagna Lane property near Kenwood.

Mike Pence

Pence 
to lead 
Trump 
hand-off

WASHINGTON — Presi-
dent-elect Donald Trump on Fri-
day tapped Vice President-elect 
Mike Pence to helm his transi-
tion to the White House, and he 
installed his three eldest children 
as leading figures on the team — 

consolidating 
power over the 
most conse-
quential policy 
and personnel 
decisions lead-
ing to his inau-
guration in the 
eclectic inner 

circle that helped steer his cam-
paign to victory.

In announcing his full transi-
tion team, Trump provided the 
clearest look yet at the Repub-
licans who will guide his pas-
sage from a candidate with no 
government experience to the 
45th  president: a mix of  GOP 
insiders, campaign loyalists and 
family members, many of  whom 
are expected to serve in leading 
roles in his administration.

The elevation of  Pence marks 
the end of  New Jersey Gov. 
Chris Christie’s time in that po-
sition. Christie has been under 
unflattering scrutiny recently, 
as two of  his former allies were After languishing for more than a decade, a 

luxury hotel resort and winery in Ken-
wood is again moving forward, bolstered 

by new owners and prior approval from the coun-
ty that appears to pave the way for construction.

The 50-room hotel on a plateau overlooking the 
Valley of  the Moon — along with a luxury spa, 
125-seat restaurant and small winery — was the 
subject of  a bruising land-use fight a dozen years 
ago before being stalled further by the recession.

To opponents, the Resort at Sonoma Country 
Inn, as it’s now dubbed, epitomizes the steady 
onslaught of  new wineries, tasting rooms and 
events that are changing the face of  the pictur-
esque valley, piling more cars on to busy High-
way 12, which averages more than 18,000 vehicles 
per day in Kenwood, according to state traffic 
counts.

“It is something that is going to have an impact 
for sure,” said Kathy Pons, president of  Valley 
of  the Moon Alliance, a community group. She 
worries not only about traffic, but the hillside 
resort’s visibility and light emanating from it at 
night.

Pons understands why the developers tout 

KENWOOD » HOTEL PLANS TAKING SHAPE

Proposed 50-room resort, winery raise concern over increasing traffic 
By CLARK MASON
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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President-elect selects 
transition team, which 
has role for his children
By ELISE VIEBECK  
AND ROBERT COSTA 
WASHINGTON POST
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Trump’s move 
on immigration 
could be swift,  
put status of about 
247,000 residents 
in state at risk / B1
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