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Suit accuses deputy of excessive force

KENT PORTER / The Press Democrat

Dodd Stange of Petaluma, seen last week, was issued a corrections notice to move his boat from the bark-covered strip in front of his 
garage. He since has moved his boat to the backyard, but says the city notices are being issued unfairly.

Smoking 
ban plan 
spurs ire, 

relief

NEW YORK — The federal 
government’s proposal Thurs-
day to ban smoking inside and 
outside of  public housing na-
tionwide got a decidedly mixed 
reaction from the people most 
affected.

Some who suffer from sec-
ondhand smoke were thrilled, 
but others, including some non-
smokers, worried that it gives 
the government yet another rea-
son to harass or even evict poor 
people for doing what would 
otherwise be a legal activity in 
the privacy of  their own homes.

“I think it is completely bo-
gus,” said Devante Barrett, a 
24-year-old nonsmoker who 
lives in the Elliot-Chelsea Hous-
es in Manhattan’s gritty Chel-
sea neighborhood. “You might 
as well have us all chained up in 
bondage now.”

Smoking is already banned in 
about 20 percent of  the nation’s 
federally subsidized housing. 
The Department of  Housing and 
Urban Development wants to 
extend that to the other 940,000 
units around the country, in cit-
ies such as New York, Los Ange-
les, Atlanta and Miami.

“I would not like that. And oth-
er residents wouldn’t like that 
either. But I would have to com-
ply with it,” said chain-smoker 
Dana Jones, shaking her head 
as she escorted her 11-year-old 
son past a clutch of  smokers 
outside Bethel Towers, an apart-
ment complex next to a church 
in downtown Atlanta.

But her son said he tells her 
every day that she needs to stop, 
and Jones acknowledged that 
a federal ban would probably 
force her to finally abandon the 

Doctors set for first uterus transplant in US

CLEVELAND — Six doctors 
swarmed around the body of  the de-
ceased organ donor and quickly start-
ed to operate.

The kidneys came out first. Then 

the team began another delicate dis-
section, to remove an organ that is 
rarely, if  ever, taken from a donor. 
Ninety minutes later they had it, rest-
ing in the palm of  a surgeon’s hand: 
the uterus.

The operation was a practice run. 
Within the next few months, surgeons 
at the Cleveland Clinic expect to be-
come the first in the United States to 
transplant a uterus into a woman who 
lacks one, so she can become pregnant 
and give birth. The recipients will be 
women who were either born with-

out a uterus, had it removed or have 
uterine damage. The transplants will 
be temporary: each uterus will be re-
moved after the recipient has had one 
or two babies, so she can stop taking 
transplant anti-rejection drugs.

Uterine transplantation is a new 
frontier, one that pairs specialists 
from two fields known for innovation 
and for pushing limits, medically and 
ethically: reproductive medicine and 
transplant surgery. If  the procedure 
works, many women could benefit: 

Federal agency seeks  
to bar habit in all 

of nation’s public housing

By DAVID R. MARTIN 
and JENNIFER C. KERR
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A federal civil rights lawsuit filed Thurs-
day accuses a Sonoma County sheriff’s dep-
uty of  using excessive force against a recent 
Petaluma High School graduate when he 
allegedly grabbed the 115-pound teen by the 
neck and threw her onto a concrete drive-

way, grinding her face into the ground with 
a knee to the back of  her head.

Deputy Marcus Holton assaulted and 
arrested Gabbi Lemos, 18, after she com-
plained about how he was treating her sis-
ter, actions that violated both her constitu-
tional right against police brutality and her 
right to free speech, according to the lawsuit 
filed in U.S. District Court in San Francisco. 

The lawsuit, which seeks unspecific dam-
ages, names Sheriff Steve Freitas, the coun-
ty and Holton as defendants.

Sheriff’s Office spokeswoman Sgt. Cecile 
Focha defended Holton’s actions during the 
June 13 incident, which was recorded on the 

deputy’s body camera. Holton continues to 
work full time as a patrol deputy. 

“All of  our deputies, including Deputy 
Holton, behaved with restraint and profes-
sionalism during a highly volatile situa-
tion,” Focha said.

The Sheriff’s Office has not conducted a 
formal internal affairs investigation into 
the matter because Lemos did not file a 
complaint against Holton, Focha said. How-
ever, the deputy’s supervisors reviewed the 
incident, including the body camera footage 
from all six deputies who responded to the 
scene, as a matter of  routine when force is 

Petaluma teen says she was asaulted, 
thrown to ground; Sheriff’s Office 
defends actions during June arrest
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Keeping up to code
“I find that a little extreme. This is private property.  

I don’t see a little trailer out there as being an eyesore.”
DODD STANGE, Petaluma resident, on a corrections notice he received from the city

Dodd Stange was taken aback 
by the notice he got in the 
mail from the city of  Petalu-

ma saying the 21-foot boat parked 
next to his driveway constituted a 
public nuisance.

For the past 16 years, Stange said 
he’d left a trailered boat or jet ski 
on the narrow strip of  bark-cov-
ered earth in front of  his garage 
on Arlington Drive, where worked 
hard to maintain a tidy, landscaped 
lawn. But according to the official 

corrections notice, the boat must 
be moved because it violated a 
city code requiring all vehicles to 
be parked on a “durable, dustless 
surface.”

“I find that a little extreme,” said 
Stange, a maintenance mechanic 
for the College of  Marin. “This 
is private property. I don’t see a 
little trailer out there as being an 
eyesore.”

Stange received one of  the 42 
notices issued in the past six weeks 
under a stepped-up code enforce-
ment initiative by the city. The 
program is based on the work of  

two civilian volunteers dispatched 
by the city to find and document 
violations, such as refuse, over-
grown weeds and improperly stored 
vehicles, officials said.

“These are quality-of-life neigh-
borhood issues,” said police Sgt. 
Marty Frye, who supervises code 
enforcement. Left alone, eyesores 
like trashy or unkempt yards can 
depress property values and possi-
bly encourage crime, he said.

“Keeping the community cleaned 
up and looking good can’t do any-
thing but help,” Frye said.

Petaluma cracks down on improperly stored vehicles, unkempt yards

PUBLIC 
NUISANCE
Petaluma officials 
say 42 notices 
have been issued 
in the past six 
weeks by two 
civilian volunteers 
dispatched by the 
city to find and 
document code 
violations.
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A 3-D image 
of a baby at 
the 18th week 
of gestation, 
born by a 
woman in 
Sweden with 
a transplanted 
uterus. Within 
months, 
surgeons at 
the Cleveland 
Clinic expect 
to become the 
first in the U.S. 
to transplant a 
uterus.

New York Times

Gabbi Lemos, 18, is seen at left at 
her graduation from Petaluma High 
School in June and at right two days 
after her arrest later that month. Both 
photos were taken by her family and 
provided by her lawyer.

Cleveland Clinic team expects 
to perform operation soon to help 
infertile woman become pregnant


