
MONDAY, NOVEMBER 13, 2017 • SANTA ROSA, CALIFORNIA • PRESSDEMOCRAT.COM

49ERS PICK UP 
FIRST WIN »  
San Francisco 
dominates in 
31-21 home 
victory over 
New York.   B1

COMMUNITY 
GIVES THANKS »  
Kenwood hosts 
potluck for 
firefighters who 
saved town from 
blazes.   A3

SANTA ROSA
High 43, Low 63

THE WEATHER, B10

Comics B8
Crossword B7
Editorial A7
Legals B5
Lotto A2
Movies B6

Newswatch A8
Obituaries A6
Scoreboard B4
Smith A3
State news A6
TV B9

©2017 The Press Democrat

DEADLY IRAN QUAKE:  
Magnitude 7.2 temblor 
along border between Iran 
and Iraq kills more than 
200 people / A8

INSIDE

Trump being ‘played’ by Putin

BETH SCHLANKER / THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

Kevin Johnson, right, and Barry Thomas, employees of Siri Grading & Paving Inc., fix a storm drain Sunday on Newbury Court in the Fountaingrove 
area of Santa Rosa after it was damaged by the Tubbs fire last month. Plastic drains melted and burned in the fires

Melted pipes pose risk
FIRE RECOVERY » DAMAGE TO DRAINAGE 

Santa Rosa officials warned Sunday of  
a new threat posed by last month’s 
devastating wildfires — sinkholes and 

landslides.
Extreme heat from the blazes that de-

stroyed more than 5,000 homes and killed 
23 people also melted plastic storm drains 
underground, creating the risk of  collapse 
or slides with the upcoming rains.

Officials identified eight areas, all in the 
Fountaingrove area, where high-density 
polyurethane pipe had been damaged and 
20 other areas where the pipe was suspect-

ed of  being compromised.
None of  the pipes, which were 

both publicly and privately owned, 
appeared to run beneath homes, 
but at least one crossed under 
a road. The cost of  the damage, 
discovered Thursday, was not re-
leased. 

Deputy Fire Chief  Bill Shubin said res-
idents should be alert as storms sweep 
in this morning and continue on and off 
through the week. Officials have gone door 
to door in affected neighborhoods, hanging 
flyers with information about the damage 
and advice on precautions to take.

“I want to emphasize it’s a fluid situa-

tion,” Shubin said at a press con-
ference Sunday at the Finley Com-
munity Center. “We know the rain 
is coming and we want to be pre-
pared.”

He said up to a “couple of  hun-
dred” residents in isolated areas 

could be at risk. Teams of  engineers and 
geologists fanned out to assess remaining 
pipes using closed-circuit TV cameras.

“Residents should be prepared to leave,” 
Shubin said.

The only sinkhole to open so far was on 
sloping land between undamaged homes 

WASHINGTON — Two top former 
U.S. intelligence officials said Sun-
day that President Donald Trump is 
being “played” by President Vladi-
mir Putin on Russia’s interference in 
the 2016 election and accused him of  
being susceptible to foreign leaders 

who stroke his ego.
“By not confronting the issue di-

rectly and not acknowledging to Pu-
tin that we know you’re responsible 
for this, I think he’s giving Putin a 
pass,” former CIA director John 
Brennan said on CNN’s “State of  the 
Union.” “I think it demonstrates to 
Mr. Putin that Donald Trump can 
be played by foreign leaders who are 
going to appeal to his ego and try to 
play upon his insecurities, which is 
very, very worrisome from a nation-
al security standpoint.”

Appearing on the same program, 

former director of  national intel-
ligence James Clapper Jr. said he 
agrees with that assessment.

“He seems very susceptible to 
rolling out the red carpet and hon-
or guards and all the trappings and 
pomp and circumstance that come 
with the office, and I think that ap-
peals to him, and I think it plays to 
his insecurities,” Clapper said.

Trump told reporters traveling 
with him in Asia that Putin assured 
him at a conference in Danang, Viet-
nam, on Saturday that Russia did not 
interfere in the 2016 U.S. presidential 

campaign, and he indicated he be-
lieved Putin was sincere.

Later, in a news conference Sun-
day in Hanoi, Trump appeared to be 
trying to parse his earlier remarks, 
saying, “What I said is that I believe 
(Putin) believes that.”

In his earlier remarks to report-
ers, Trump also referred to Brennan 
and Clapper as “political hacks.” 
Brennan said Sunday that he con-
siders Trump’s characterization “a 
badge of  honor.”

Former spy chiefs say  
president’s ego a trait that 
Russia leader deftly exploits
By JOHN WAGNER
WASHINGTON POST
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Vladimir
Putin
Ex-intel chiefs say 
Russian president 
exploiting Trump’s 
ego.

Fountaingrove in danger of slides, sinkholes from storm runoff
INSIDE
Kenwood hosts 
potluck as a 
‘thank you’ to 
firefighters / A3

State 
politics 
roiled by 
scandals

Beneath the wave of  sexual 
misconduct allegations in re-
cent weeks against male law-
makers and candidates lies a 
common theme: These offenses 
had been going on for decades, 
but were either unacknowl-
edged or dealt with quietly.

Now, veils of  
silence in leg-
islative cham-
bers are lifting 
as public dis-
avowals and 
calls for resig-
nations pour 
in against the 
accused, even 
from fellow 
party mem-
bers.

Roiling the 
political world 
in the last week 
was a report in 
the Washington Post that four 
women had accused Roy Moore, 
the Republican nominee for a 
U.S. Senate seat in Alabama, of  
sexual or romantic advances 
when he was in his 30s and they 
were teenagers, one as young as 
14.

But as the debate over Moore, 
who called the allegations “com-
pletely false,” plays out on a na-
tional scale, a blitz of  scandals 
has also hit statehouses from 
California to Kentucky, where 
accusations that might have 
been  ignored in the past are 
drawing aggressive responses.

 And those accused have found 
themselves with few colleagues 

As allegations mount 
across the country, few 
now defend the accused
By CAMPBELL ROBERTSON 
AND JESS BIDGOOD
NEW YORK TIMES
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SEX HARASSMENT

Tony 
Mendoza
California state 
senator accused 
of making 
inappropriate 
advances

After massacre, Texas town turns to prayer

SUTHERLAND SPRINGS, 
Texas — The sprawling white 
tent was already packed with 
hundreds of  mourners Sunday, 
some of  them spilling outside 
beneath an overcast sky, by 
the time Frank Pomeroy, the 
pastor of  First Baptist Church 
of  Sutherland Springs, took to 
the stage. He stood in front of  a 
wooden cross wrapped in holi-
day lights.

At this moment a week earli-

er, with Pomeroy out of  town, 
Devin Kelley entered the pas-
tor’s small white church and 
started shooting the members 
of  Pomeroy’s beloved congrega-
tion with an assault-style rifle. 
Twenty-six of  them, including 
a pregnant woman’s unborn 
child, would die in the massacre.

In a tent erected on a baseball 
field a few blocks away, Pome-
roy was again preaching, this 
time to a far larger congregation 
made up of  victims, their family 
members, locals and outsiders 
who arrived from around the 
region to show their support for 
this tiny, heartbroken town.

“I know the name of  every ERIC GAY / ASSOCIATED PRESS

Jonathan Serenil carries a cross past the Sutherland Springs First Baptist 
Church following a service Sunday in Sutherland Springs, Texas.

CHURCH SHOOTING » 
Guns seldom mentioned 
at residents’ gatherings
By PETER HOLLEY
WASHINGTON POST
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