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Jacob Tucker, 10, of Sebastopol helps his father, Johnny Tucker, right, secure the crab pots loaded into their boat the Sea Farmer at Spud Point 
Marina on Monday in Bodega Bay. The commercial Dungeness crab fishing season is expected to begin Thursday.

Days of the Dungeness
CRAB SEASON » Fishery opens early Thursday, but only as far north 
as Bodega Head until regulators get all-clear on sample test results

Stan Lee

Comics 
mogul 
defined 
a craft

LOS ANGELES — Stan Lee, 
the creative dynamo who revo-
lutionized the comic book and 
helped make billions for Hol-
lywood by introducing human 
frailties in Marvel superheroes 
such as Spider-Man, the Fan-
tastic Four and the Incredible 
Hulk, died Monday. He was 95.

Lee was declared dead at  
Cedars-Sinai Medical Center in 
Los Angeles, according to Kirk 
Schenck, an attorney for Lee’s 
daughter, J.C. Lee.

As the top writer at Marvel 
Comics and later as its publish-
er, Lee was widely considered 
the architect of  the contempo-
rary comic book. He revived the 
industry in the 1960s by offering 
the costumes and action craved 
by younger readers while in-
sisting on sophisticated plots, 
college-level dialogue, satire, 
science fiction, even philosophy.

Millions responded to the un-
likely mix of  realistic fantasy, 
and many of  his characters, in-
cluding Spider-Man, the Hulk 
and X-Men, went on to become 
stars of  blockbuster films. He 
won the National Medal of  Arts 
in 2008.

Recent projects Lee helped 
make possible range from 
the films “Avengers: Infini-
ty War,” “Black Panther” and 
“Guardians of  the Galaxy” to 
such TV series as “Agents of  

Consumers can look 
forward to eating fresh-
caught Dungeness crab 

later this week as the region’s 
commercial fleet readies for 
the fall season, which begins 
early Thursday morning.

But it’s not without some 
complication, something that 
should not surprise crab lovers 
given delays in previous years 
because of  price strikes, safety 
testing and issues such as crab 
size.

This year, state regulators 
are opening the main fishery 
on time but only as far north 
as Bodega Head while they 
await a second round of  test re-
sults from sample crabs taken 
off the mouth of  the Russian 
River, where a single shellfish 
collected late last month had 
elevated levels of  domoic acid, 

a naturally occurring neuro-
toxin. 

The six-crab sample taken a 
week later tested well within 

federal limits for the algae-re-
lated substance. A second 
consecutive round of  tests is 
needed before the area can be 

declared clean and the rest of  
the Sonoma Coast opened to 
commercial crabbing. 

Local fishermen like Dick 
Ogg, who has collected some 
of  the pre-season samples for 
state Fish and Wildlife, said 
they expect to get good news 
next week.

“It’s not like it’s a major 
closure,” said Lorne Edwards, 
president of  the Fishermen’s 
Marketing Association of  Bo-
dega Bay. “It’s probably going 
to be open next week.”

The Dungeness crab fishery, 
which earned commercial 
crabbers more than $47 mil-
lion statewide in 2017, usu-
ally opens Nov. 15 from the 
Sonoma-Mendocino county 
line south. It is scheduled to 
open Dec. 1 along the rest of  
the North Coast, contingent 
on samples that can prove 

Marvel architect revived 
industry, which led to 
sprawling media empire
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Deckhands Mike Bartnick, right, and Donny Fraits load crab pots 
aboard the Acme in preparation for the start of commercial crab 
fishing at Spud Point Marina in Bodega Bay.

STAN LEE »  
1922-2018

Deadliest fire in state history

PARADISE — The dead were found in burned-
out cars, in the smoldering ruins of  their homes, 
or next to their vehicles, apparently overcome by 
smoke and flames before they could jump in be-
hind the wheel and escape. In some cases, there 
were only charred fragments of  bone, so small 
that coroner’s investigators used a wire basket to 
sift and sort them.

At least 42 people were confirmed dead in the 
wildfire that turned the Butte County town of  
Paradise and outlying areas into hell on earth, 
making it the deadliest blaze in state history. The 
search for bodies continued Monday. Authorities 
said they were bringing in cadaver dogs, two por-
table morgue units from the military and an addi-
tional 160 search and rescue personnel to help find 
human remains.

“This is an unprecedented event,” Butte County 

By GILLIAN FLACCUS AND DON THOMPSON
ASSOCIATED PRESS

Although local residents are scheduled to re-
turn to work and school today following a sub-
dued holiday weekend, air quality officials warn 
that dangerous and persistent smoke from the 
devastating wildfire in Butte County will — for 
the rest of  the week — continue to choke skies 
over the North Coast and the Bay Area.

“It’s important that people recognize that even 
though it might look a little better outside the air 
quality is still very dangerous to human health,” 
Sonoma County Supervisor Lynda Hopkins said 
Monday.

Hopkins said of  particular concern is the high 
concentration of  tiny particles invisible to the 
naked eye being spewed into the atmosphere by 
the Camp fire, which started Thursday morning 
and quickly became the state’s most destructive 
wildfire, destroying more than 6,700 structures, 

LOCAL IMPACT » Officials warn 
air quality still hazardous to health

GRIM SEARCH » Camp fire victims’ 
remains found in homes, near vehicles
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Chris and Nancy Brown embrace on Monday while searching through the 
remains of their home, which was leveled by the Camp fire in Paradise.
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Most Sonoma County 
schools will remain 
closed today because of 
Camp fire smoke / A3

Poor air quality forces 
officials to reschedule 
several high school 
sports / B1

See live maps of both 
the Camp and Woolsey 
fires at pressdemocrat.
com


