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INSIDE

Cleanup offer lures 4,000 filers

Roy Moore

Fifth 
woman 
accuses  
Moore 

WASHINGTON — An Al-
abama woman accused Roy 
Moore on Monday of  sexually 
assaulting her when she was 16, 
the fifth and most brutal charge 
leveled against the Republican 
Senate candidate. Senate Repub-
licans are now openly discuss-
ing not seating him or expelling 
him if  he wins the Dec. 12 spe-
cial election.

The new accuser, Beverly 
Young Nelson, told a packed 
news conference in New York 
that Moore attacked her when 
she was a teenager and he was 
a prosecutor in Etowah Coun-
ty, Alabama. Nelson was repre-
sented at the news conference 
by Gloria Allred, a lawyer who 
has championed victims of  sex-
ual harassment.

“I tried fighting him off, while 
yelling at him to stop, but instead 
of  stopping, he began squeezing 
my neck, attempting to force my 
head onto his crotch,” Nelson 
said, growing emotional as she 
described the assault, which she 
said happened one night after 
her shift ended at a local restau-
rant, where she was a waitress.

She said that Moore warned 

Approximately 79 percent 
of  all eligible Sonoma Coun-
ty residents signed up for a 
government-operated effort 
to remove debris from their 
fire-ravaged homes as the dead-
line for joining the program 
ended Monday night.

Officials expect the total will 

surpass the 80 percent thresh-
old as last-minute filers turned 
in their “right of  entry” forms, 
which allow contractors hired 
by the U.S. Army Corps of  Engi-
neers to clean up their property 
in the aftermath of  last month’s 
devastating wildfires, said 
Christine Sosko, the county’s 
environmental health director.

As of  2 p.m. Monday, the 
county had received 4,036 appli-

cations out of  the approximate-
ly 5,130 residences destroyed 
by the Tubbs, Nuns and Pocket 
fires. 

Officials had approved 2,889 of  
those filings, but some applica-
tions required additional docu-
mentation before they could be 
fully processed. 

“There has definitely been 
a pickup of  people signing up 
for the program in the last few 
days,” Sosko said.

Local officials are still unsure 

FIRE RECOVERY » About 79% of homeowners sign 
up for free government debris removal program
By BILL SWINDELL
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT 
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GOP candidate accused 
of sexual assaults on 
teens refuses to quit race 
By JONATHAN MARTIN AND 
SHERYL GAY STOLBERG
NEW YORK TIMES
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Environmen-
tal Protec-
tion Agency 
workers sort 
a variety of 
hazardous 
materials col-
lected from the 
fire zone, at the 
EPA’s Sonoma 
County staging 
area for house-
hold hazardous 
waste in 
Windsor on 
Nov. 2.ALVIN JORNADA / THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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Manuel Lemos, of Miksis Services Inc., pulls a robotic camera up from a storm drain Monday on Gardenview Circle while inspecting drains in the 
Fountaingrove area for damage in Santa Rosa. Public agencies are concerned storm runoff may contain contaminants from fire debris.

Protecting watersheds
NORTH COAST FIRES » After heavy rains, officials collect and 
study water samples to track scope of potential pollution 

It’s called “first flush,” the 
rain that fell last week upon 
the scars of  recent wildfires 

and threatened to wash into lo-
cal streams whatever ash, de-
bris or contaminants had been 
left upon the landscape.

From fire retardant to heavy 
metals to organic byproducts 
and exposed sediment, anything 
left behind by the flames was at 
risk of  being swept into storm 
drains and streams during the 
season’s first substantial rains, 
experts said.

Public agencies are hopeful 
that a feverish effort to deploy 
thousands of  straw wattles and 
other barriers around burned 

structures, charred hillsides 
and storm drain inlets prevent-
ed some pollution from occur-
ring with storm runoff.

But strategic stream testing 
will help measure their success 
as water quality engineers and 
experts gear up for what will be 
a long-term campaign to protect 
water resources and restore 
scorched watersheds into the 
rainy season and beyond.

“Healthy watersheds mean a 
healthy environment, and right 
now we have a very unhealthy 
watershed,” said Sonoma Clean 
Power Director of  Programs 
Cordel Stillman, who is help-
ing to coordinate county and 
municipal watershed recovery 

ALVIN JORNADA / THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

Rich Fadness, right, and Carrieann Lopez prepare to fill bottles and 
vials with runoff water from Mark West Creek on Nov. 8 underneath 
Fulton Road in Santa Rosa.

By MARY CALLAHAN
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

TURN TO WATERSHED » PAGE A2

Millions more now have high blood pressure

The nation’s leading heart 
experts on Monday issued new 
guidelines for high blood pres-
sure that mean tens of  millions 
more Americans will meet 
the criteria for the condition, 
and will need to change their 
lifestyles or take medicines to 

treat it.
Under the guidelines, formu-

lated by the American Heart As-
sociation and the American Col-
lege of  Cardiology, the number 
of  men younger than 45 with a 
diagnosis of  high blood pressure 
will triple, and the prevalence 
among women younger than 45 
will double.

“Those numbers are scary,” 

said Dr. Robert Carey, professor 
of  medicine at the University 
of  Virginia and co-chair of  the 
committee that wrote the new 
guidelines.

The number of  adults with 
high blood pressure, or hyper-
tension, will rise to 103 million 
from 72 million under the previ-
ous standard. But the number of  
people who are new candidates 
for drug treatment will rise only 
by an estimated 4.2 million peo-
ple, he said. To reach the goals 
others may have to take more 

drugs or increase the dosages.
Few risk factors are as import-

ant to health. High blood pres-
sure is second only to smoking 
as a preventable cause of  heart 
attacks and strokes, and heart 
disease remains the leading kill-
er of  Americans.

If  Americans act on the guide-
lines and lower their blood pres-
sure by exercising more and 
eating a healthier diet, or with 
drug therapy, they could drive 

NEW GUIDELINES » Nearly half of all American 
adults will find they meet criteria for the condition
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By GINA KOLATA
NEW YORK TIMES


