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PLAYOFFS INTERRUPTED » Poor air quality from 
Camp fire puts fall sports postseason at risk.   C1

THANKSGIVING WITH A TWIST » Please the vegans 
at your table with a selection of hearty sides.   D1
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PUSH FOR AID: Grape 
growers in Mendocino, 
Lake counties seek 
assistance for crop lost 
to summer fires / B8

INSIDE

First Camp fire victims ID’d

PARADISE — Ernest Foss 
was a musician who gave les-
sons out of  his home when he 
lived in San Francisco, where 
an amplifier that ran the length 
of  a wall served as the family’s 
living room couch. Carl Wiley 
refurbished tires for Michelin. 
Jesus Fernandez, known as 
“Zeus,” was described as a lov-
ing father and loyal friend.

They were among the first 
victims identified in the after-
math of  the deadliest, most de-

structive wildfire in California 
history, an inferno blamed for at 
least 48 deaths, with authorities 
ramping up the search Tuesday 
for still more souls.

The flames all but obliterated 
the town of  Paradise, population 
27,000, and ravaged surround-
ing areas last Thursday. About 
7,700 homes were destroyed.

The exact number of  missing 
was unclear, but many friends 
and relatives of  those living in 
the fire zone said they hadn’t 
heard from loved ones. Some 
went to shelters looking for the 
missing.

Efforts were underway to 
bring in mobile morgues, cadav-
er dogs, a rapid DNA analysis 
system for identifying victims, 
and an additional 150 search-
and-rescue personnel on top 

of  13 teams already looking for 
remains — a grim indication 
that the death toll would almost 
surely rise.

Butte County Sheriff Kory 
Honea’s office has identified 
four of  the victims, publicly 
naming three.

James Wiley said sheriff’s 
deputies informed him that 
his father, Carl, was among the 
dead, but the younger Wiley 
hadn’t been able to leave his 
property in the fire area to see 
for himself. The elder Wiley, 
77, was a tire-recapper, and the 
family lived in Alaska for many 
years before moving to Butte 
County decades ago.

James Wiley said his father 
was a stoic veteran, and the 

BUTTE COUNTY » 
Death toll at least 48; 
Survivors sue PG&E
By MARTHA MENDOZA 
AND GILLIAN FLACCUS
ASSOCIATED PRESS
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Search and rescue workers search for human remains Tuesday at a trailer 
park burned out from the Camp fire in Paradise.

INSIDE: Crews face grim task of locating, identifying human remains / A2

PHOTOS BY CHRISTOPHER CHUNG / THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

Jasmine Caron, left, conducts a phone call while Zach Henschel, 11, Audrey Caron, 8, Cali Henschel, 9, and Ella Caron, 10, keep themselves busy in 
her office at Amy Young Bookkeeping in Santa Rosa on Tuesday. The children’s schools were closed because of smoke from the Camp fire.

Many working parents 
scramble to care for kids

CAMP FIRE » ROUTINES UPSET

Jasmine Caron probably 
could have found friends 
to watch her two children 

while she worked Tuesday, ex-
cept she was already babysit-
ting two friends’ children 
while their parents were out 
of  town, and four kids seemed 
like a lot to hand over. 

With schools around the re-
gion closed because of  smoky, 
unhealthy air, the Santa 
Rosa mom had the kids pack 
up books, art materials and 
electronics, and head into the 
office with her, just for a while.

An assistant bookkeeper 
employed by a family friend, 
Caron planned to work only a 
short time, then take the kids 
out “to do something hopefully 
fun and active.” She had done 
the same thing Friday, when 
her own two children, ages 8 
and 10, accompanied her to 
work before going home for a 
play date.

It will cut into her pay, 
but “I’m actually very, very 
lucky,” said Caron, 40. “I have 

a very flexible schedule, so I 
just had to come in and tie up 
some loose ends.”

With schools closed and 
worklife upended by the Camp 
fire 100 miles away in Butte 
County, Caron was among tens 
of  thousands of  Sonoma Coun-
ty parents forced to scramble 
Tuesday on short notice to re-
solve child care issues and find 
safe outlets for their children. 

Most schools already had 

a three-day weekend in store 
because of  Veterans Day 
when the fire broke out near 
the town of  Paradise early 
Thursday morning, becoming 
the deadliest, most destructive 
wildfire in California history. 

The skies since have been 
filled with noxious smoke for 
miles around, sending people 
indoors, canceling sporting 

Schools out because of smoky air
By MARY CALLAHAN AND 
SUSAN MINICHIELLO
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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Quinlan Amavisca, a seventh-grader at Windsor Middle School, does a 
flip on a trampoline at Rebounderz in Rohnert Park on Tuesday.

Public school districts across 
Sonoma County have new 
guidelines to help them deter-
mine when to close schools on 
smoky days, following several 
days of  polluted skies from the 
Camp fire over 100 miles away in 
Butte County.

The Sonoma County Office 
of  Education established the 
general rules on Tuesday advis-
ing districts to base decisions 
on school closures on local air 
quality levels measured by the 
U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency’s Air Quality Index. Dis-
trict officials should view the air 
quality index at purpleair.com 
at 5 a.m. the day school closures 
are being considered and are 
recommended to cancel classes 
when the index shows air quali-
ty at a  “very unhealthy” level of  
275 or higher. 

Several parents reacted with 

Districts get 
air quality 
guidelines
By SUSAN MINICHIELLO
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

ONLINE: READ THE LATEST ON SCHOOL CLOSURES AROUND SONOMA COUNTY AT PRESSDEMOCRAT.COM
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Donald Trump

Inside 
Trump’s
5 days 
of fury 

As he jetted to Paris last Fri-
day, President Donald Trump 
received a congratulatory phone 
call aboard Air Force One. Brit-
ish Prime Minister Theresa 
May was calling to celebrate the 
Republican Party’s wins in the 
midterm elec-
tions — never 
mind that Dem-
ocrats seized 
control of  the 
House — but 
her appeal to 
the American 
president’s vanity was met with 
an ornery outburst.

Trump berated May for Great 
Britain not doing enough in his 
assessment to contain Iran. He 
questioned her over Brexit and 
complained about the trade deals 
he sees as unfair with Europe-
an countries. May has endured 
Trump’s churlish temper before, 
but still her aides were shaken by 
his especially foul mood, accord-
ing to U.S. and European officials 
briefed on the conversation.

For Trump, that testy call 
set the tone for five days of  
fury — evident in Trump’s 
splenetic tweets and described 
in interviews with 14 senior 

ANALYSIS » President in 
sour mood after House 
takeover, vote counting
By JOSH DAWSEY 
AND PHILIP RUCKER
WASHINGTON POST
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INSIDE
Migrant caravan 
still approaching 
US, but it’s no 
longer a focus for 
Trump / B1


