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A dark night for the City of Light

INSIDE: Hollande decries “act of war,”A3; SR pair heads home after airport 
chaos, A7; ONLINE: For photos, updates, go to pressdemocrat.com

PARIS — Friday evening in Paris, and the city was 
coming to life.

November, cool but pleasant. People filled outdoor 
cafes, sipping espresso or wine. Restaurants were 
jammed, bars were noisy and fun. More than 80,000 
people, including President François Hollande, 
jammed into the Stade de France just north of  the 
city, most of  them cheering for France to thump Ger-
many in a friendly soccer match.

Then, in the period of  about a half-hour, Paris 
changed.

At 9:20 p.m., an explosion boomed through the sta-
dium. A suicide bomber had blown himself  up out-
side, killing one passer-by. Witnesses said most peo-

WASHINGTON — When the Islamic State stormed 
onto the scene in Syria and Iraq, it seemed focused 
on seizing territory in its own neighborhood. But 
in the past two weeks, the so-called soldiers of  the 
caliphate appear to have demonstrated a chilling 
reach, with terrorist attacks against Russia, in Leba-
non and now in France.

The seemingly synchronized assaults that turned 
Paris into a war zone Friday came just days after a 
bombing targeted a Shiite district of  Beirut con-
trolled by Iran’s ally, Hezbollah, and a Russian pas-
senger jet was downed over Egypt. The rapid suc-
cession of  strikes, all claimed by the Islamic State, 
suggested that the regional war has turned into a 

By CLEOPHEE DEMOUSTIER and KEVIN SULLIVAN
WASHINGTON POST

By PETER BAKER and ERIC SCHMITT
NEW YORK TIMES
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In Paris, a soccer game, a dinner, 
a concert — and then terror   

Analysis: Attacks may prompt 
tougher US strategy against ISIS

JEROME DELAY / Associated Press

A woman cries in front of the Carillon cafe in Paris on Saturday.
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JOHN BURGESS / The Press Democrat 

LIVE DRILL: Rohnert Park Fire Capt. Brandon Davidge prepares to bring in his team to fight a fire at the Santa 
Rosa training tower earlier this month. The city has stepped up training for its dual-role Public Safety Department.

Changes take hold 
at embattled agency

F or years, Rohnert Park had a 
bad reputation among local 
fire departments.

Fire bosses in neighboring cities 
said Rohnert Park’s firefighters 
lacked training and supervision, 
were understaffed and relied too 
heavily on outside agencies to 
extinguish fires and call the shots.

 City Hall and public safety 
officials have flatly dismissed the 
criticisms. But then the city’s dual 
Public Safety Department took a 

hard look at itself  
— and began to 
overhaul its fire 
division. The 
department also 
takes in the police 
force in Rohnert 
Park, where 
sworn members 
fill both law en-

forcement and firefighting roles. 
It returned to basic firefighting 

drills — and began conducting 
more of  them. It instructed 
firefighters to attack fires more 
aggressively. And it pushed more 
officers into even deeper training, 
expanding the ranks of  fire engi-
neers and captains with the skills 
to supervise fire attacks.

The result has been a cultural 
change at the unusual agency, 
which cross-trains its police 
officers to fight both crime and 
fire. Firefighting skills, recently 
considered a specialty, now are 
viewed in the department as a 
necessity, said Cmdr. Mike Bates, 
who is leading the overhaul.

“It’s not business as usual,” 
Bates said.

While other fire departments 
still routinely provide support, 
Rohnert Park public safety offi-

ROHNERT PARK

Fire training emphasis 
boosts skills of city’s 
public safety officers

By RANDI ROSSMANN
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

129 dead, including 8 terrorists, 
and at least 352 injured, 99 criticallyTOLL 8 assaults in 6 locations, 

including 3 suicide bombers  TIMELINEIslamic State claims responsibility, 
warns of more attacks to comeATTACKERS

SPOTTY 
RECORDS
RP public safety 
chief says while 
officers went 
through training, 
it was not always  
recorded / A15

Team of 
sleuths 
stalks 
cancer

LOS ANGELES — Three men 
hunch over a table, scrutinizing 
a document. Maps paper the 
walls around them.

The moment, captured in a 
black-and-white photograph, 
marks the beginning of  a quest 
to catch a villain.

For more than four decades, 
this team has been stalking 
the killer’s every move, trying 
to identify patterns of  attack. 
They collect and store evidence, 
filling drawers and file cabinets.

The detectives: researchers at 
the University of  Southern Cal-
ifornia.

The bad guy: cancer.
In the late 1960s, university 

scientists began the Los Ange-
les County Cancer Surveillance 
Program, one of  the oldest such 
registries in the world.

It monitors and logs every 
case of  cancer in the region — 
1.7 million and counting.

A database may not seem 
like the most formidable oppo-
nent, but it’s a powerful tool for 

TURN TO CANCER, PAGE A12

For nearly 50 years, USC 
researchers have compiled 

database called unparalleled

By SOUMYA KARLAMANGLA
LOS ANGELES TIMES
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