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29% of Latinos voted for Trump

Stephen Bannon

GOP 
sidesteps 
Bannon 
uproar

WASHINGTON — Steve Ban-
non was one of  Donald Trump’s 
closest confidants and most 
determined field lieutenants 
throughout the presidential 
campaign; now he has become 
President-elect Trump’s first 
major post-election political 
problem.

The angry backlash against 
Trump’s announcement that 
the Breitbart News executive 
would serve as his chief  White 
House strategist gave dispirit-
ed Democrats and other critics 
of  the president-elect a rallying 
point Monday. Mainstream Jew-
ish and Muslim groups warned 
that Trump was elevating an 
enthusiastic promoter of  white 
nationalism to a desk steps from 
the Oval Office.

Republican lawmakers, many 
of  whom have their own reasons 
for disliking Bannon, were not 
inclined to defend him.

“I’ve never met the guy,” 
House Speaker Paul D. Ryan, 
R-Wis., said on CNN, adding that 
“I trust Donald’s judgment.”

“I do not know Steve Ban-
non,” House Majority Leader 

Herman G. Hernandez, a political ac-
tivist and Sonoma County school board 
trustee, said he was stunned by the  
29 percent national Latino vote for Don-
ald Trump, the Republican who repeat-
edly bashed Latinos and undocumented 
immigrants during his brash campaign 
for the White House.

“That’s pretty amazing,” he said.
Herman J. Hernandez, his father, who 

heads Los Cien, the county’s largest Lati-
no leadership group, said he expected 
Clinton to capture at least 75 percent of  
the Latino vote, while the exit polls put 
her at 65 percent.

The result “blew me away,” he said. 
“There’s no doubt about it.”

But at the same time, the younger Her-
nandez said it was a “flawed assumption” 
to think Latinos would vote in any kind 
of  cohesive bloc.

“There are a lot of  conservative Lati-
nos,” said Omar Medina, president of  the 

North Bay Organizing 
Project, which conduct-
ed a vigorous pre-elec-
tion effort to get local 
Latinos to the polls last 
week.

The results of  that 
campaign — focused on 
precincts with a high 
percentage of  renters 
and low voter turnout 
in past elections — won’t be known until 
Sonoma County officials release voting 
data at the precinct level, he said.

Medina also noted that Clinton topped 

Trump by more than 2 to 1, an “over-
whelming majority” of  the expanding 
Latino vote.

In California, there were more than 
1.1 million newly registered Latinos be-
tween January and Oct. 1 this year, rep-
resenting 31 percent of  the state’s new 
voters, according to Political Data Inc., a 
nonpartisan political campaign consult-
ing firm.

Sonoma County does not track voter 
registration by race or ethnicity, local 
election officials said.
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Shellshocked Democrats ponder getting back to economy

WASHINGTON — The Dem-
ocrats’ stunning defeat in the 
presidential race and continued 
struggles in lower-level contests 
have jolted party leaders into 
concluding that their emphasis 
on cultural issues has all but 
crippled them by diverting vot-
ers’ attention from the core Dem-

ocratic message of  economic 
fairness.

But even as Democrats agree 
about the need to promote their 
agenda more aggressively for the 
middle class and voters of  mod-
est means, especially in parts of  
the country where the party has 
suffered grievous losses, they 
are divided over how aggressive-
ly to position themselves on the 
economic left, with battle lines 
already forming over the light-
ning-rod issue of  foreign trade.

While the country has moved 
steadily to the left on such social 
issues as same-sex marriage and 

gender equity, it is increasingly 
apparent that Democrats cannot 
win in much of the country with-
out a more coherent and overrid-
ing economic message.

The debate over what that 
message should be comes not 
only against the backdrop of  Hil-
lary Clinton’s astonishing loss to 
Donald Trump — a race decided 
by a handful of  Rust Belt states 
that for decades had favored 
Democratic nominees — but also 
after the third campaign in the 
past four election cycles in which 
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Direction party chooses, 
midterm election results 
could resound for years

DOUG MILLS / NEW YORK TIMES

Hillary Clinton 
speaks in New 
York on  
Nov. 9 
Democratic 
party leaders 
believe that 
focusing on 
social issues 
is partially 
responsible for 
Clinton losing 
her bid for the 
White House.
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SANTA ROSA HIGH SCHOOL: About 200 students walked out of their classes Monday at Santa Rosa High School as part of a nationwide student demonstration 
against bigotry in the wake of Donald Trump’s election victory. Students at all five Santa Rosa high schools participated.
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Students unite in protest

More than a thousand high school stu-
dents across Sonoma County walked out of  
class Monday to protest in the wake of  the 
election of  Donald Trump, part of  a series 
of  demonstrations by teens in cities across 
the United States. 

The local demonstrations were sparked 
by a single post distributed on Instagram 
and Snapchat, addressed “to all high school 
students,” that asked them to “speak up 

and stand up for what we believe in.” 
The post asked students to share the mes-

sage across friend circles and walk out of  
school at 1:30 p.m.

Demonstrations were held at all five San-
ta Rosa high schools, five high schools in 
Petaluma, Windsor, Sebastopol and Healds-
burg and Rohnert Park’s Rancho Cotate 
and Credo high schools. They mirrored 
protests by high school students Monday 
in Oakland, Los Angeles, Portland, Seat-
tle, Denver and Silver Spring, Maryland, 
among others.

About 200 students protested at San-
ta Rosa High School, where they chanted 
slogans like “Love trumps hate,” and held 
signs with similar messages in front of  the 
school. 

In Petaluma, 300 students from cross-
town rivals Petaluma High School and 
Casa Grande High School came together to 
march in unity to Petaluma City Hall. Casa 
Grande students began with a vigil outside 
their school, their mouths covered in duct 
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SONOMA COUNTY » More than 1,000 join nationwide walkout

WINDSOR HIGH 
SCHOOL: Students 
gather in the center 
of their campus 
Monday in what 
they described as 
a demonstration of 
peace and unity.

PETALUMA HIGH 
SCHOOL: From 
right, students 
Natalie Flores, 
Aubriana Bossaller, 
Paige Williams and 
Emily Greenlief, all 
14, march Monday.


