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INSIDE

Brown visits Camp fire zone

PARADISE — With at least 
130 people still missing, Na-
tional Guard troops searched 
Wednesday through charred 
debris for more victims of  Cali-
fornia’s deadliest wildfire as top 
federal and state officials toured 
the ruins of  a community com-

pletely destroyed by the 
flames.

Interior Secretary 
Ryan Zinke joined Gov. 
Jerry Brown on a visit 
to the leveled town of  
Paradise, telling report-
ers it was the worst fire 
devastation he had ever seen.

“Now is not the time to point 
fingers,” Zinke said. “There are 
lots of  reasons these catastroph-
ic fires are happening.” He cit-
ed warmer temperatures, dead 
trees and poor forest manage-
ment.

Brown, a frequent critic 

of  President Donald 
Trump’s policies, said 
he spoke with Trump, 
who pledged federal as-
sistance.

“This is so devastating 
that I don’t really have 
the words to describe 

it,” Brown said, saying officials 
would need to learn how to bet-
ter prevent fires from becoming 
so deadly.

Nearly 8,800 homes were de-
stroyed when flames hit Para-
dise, a former gold-mining camp 

Troops look through 
blackened debris as 
death toll rises to 56
By KATHLEEN RONAYNE 
AND ANDREW SELSKY
ASSOCIATED PRESS
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INSIDE
County deputies, 
search-rescue 
volunteers 
aiding efforts to  
recover human 
remains / A3

JOHN LOCHER / ASSOCIATED PRESS

Members of 
the California 
Army 
National 
Guard don 
protective 
suits in 
preparation 
to search 
for human 
remains at 
the Camp fire 
Wednesday in 
Paradise/

PG&E 
facing 
larger 
losses

As wildfires ravage large 
swaths of  California for a sec-
ond year, PG&E has declared 
that it faces billions of  dollars 
in potential liability — far more 
than its insurance would cover.

The potential losses could 
leave ratepayers on the hook to 
pay the bill, exposing business-
es and consumers to higher 
costs. The utility could even face 
bankruptcy, putting pressure on 
the state for a bailout.

With its financial liabili-
ties mounting, the company’s 
shares dropped by more than  
20 percent Wednesday. More 
than half  its market value has 
been wiped out since late last 
week as the fires have spread.

Investigators have yet to deter-
mine the cause of  the Camp fire, 
which is now the most deadliest 
and most destructive wildfire in 
California’s history. It has killed 
at least 48 people and destroyed 
virtually the entire town of Par-
adise in Butte County. PG&E 
disclosed in a regulatory filing 
Tuesday that an outage and 
damage to a transmission tower 
were reported in the area shortly 
before the fire started last week.

Many fires in recent years have 
been caused by downed power 

More than half of utility 
company’s market value 
erased since last week
By IVAN PENN 
AND PETER EAVIS
NEW YORK TIMES
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WILDFIRES

KENT PORTER / THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

Tony Crabb’s vineyard pond is cracked and mottled Tuesday because of the lack of autumn precipitation in Healdsburg, where he grows Bordeaux 
grapes. Crabb has to truck in water to keep his fish alive in another section of the pond, which is separated by a mud lip. 

Worrying about water
DRY AUTUMN » North Bay residents hope for Thanksgiving showers 
as lack of rainfall prolongs fire risk, raises supply concerns

The longer that California 
waits for its early-season 
rain, the more its rough-

ly 40 million residents will 
have to confront the risk of  
catastrophic wildfire, not to 
mention dropping reservoirs 
and parched farm fields.

And this year is a clear exam-

ple of  that pattern, with deadly 
wildfires burning at both ends 
of  the state  and scant rainfall 
since autumn began eight 
weeks ago. 

In the North Bay, the dry 
spell hasn’t shattered any 
records. The 1.23 inches of  rain 
that have fallen since Oct. 1 in 
Santa Rosa make it only the 

By GUY KOVNER
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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ERRATIC PRECIPITATION
Rain totals — in inches — in Santa Rosa from Oct. 1, the start of the rain 
season, to Nov. 14 have fluctuated wildly since 2009.
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Source: Accuweather

By SUSAN MINICHIELLO
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Sonoma State University 
plans to buy a Petaluma apart-
ment complex to house employ-
ees as part of  a broad effort to 
add more student and workforce 
housing on or near the Rohnert 
Park campus.

The California State Uni-
versity Board of  Trustees on 
Wednesday unanimously ap-
proved the university’s $42 mil-
lion acquisition of  the 90-unit 
Marina Crossing Apartments 
under construction adjacent to 
the Petaluma Marina. 

The 2-acre property at the in-
tersection of  Highway 101 and 

Lakeville Highway is about 10 
miles south of  campus. It’s also 
close to downtown Petaluma 
and about a mile from a Sono-
ma-Marin Area Rail Transit 
station. 

“We are excited to be able to 
move forward with this land-
mark acquisition,” said Sonoma 
State President Judy Sakaki. 
“This will allow us to address 
Sonoma State’s housing needs 
in an immediate and significant 
way.”

Sonoma County’s housing af-
fordability crisis, exacerbated 
by last year’s destructive wild-
fires, hinders the university’s 
ability to recruit employees. 

In the past year, about 1 in 5 
job candidates offered positions 
at Sonoma State rejected the of-
fers because of  the area’s lack of  
affordable homes, Sakaki said. 

“The housing crisis has had 
a severe impact on Sonoma 

SSU to buy apartments for employees 
PETALUMA » College buying 90 units for $42M 
to meet housing needs of workers in tight market
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