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US backs France in fierce IS assault
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WARSAW, Poland — With hundreds of  thou-
sands of  migrants pouring across its borders, and 
economic and political pressure growing to enact 
tighter controls, Europe has nevertheless stayed 
fairly steady in its response to the humanitarian 
emergency.

But after the attacks Friday in Paris, fears that 
Islamic terrorists might infiltrate the migrant flow 
have deepened across the continent, and the talk 
has shifted sharply to security over compassion.

By RICK LYMAN and ALISON SMALE
NEW YORK TIMES
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Paris attacks shift Europe’s 
migrant focus to security

ANTALYA, Turkey — French warplanes 
launched a ferocious retaliatory assault late Sun-
day on targets in Raqqa, Syria — the Islamic State’s 
de facto capital — after coordination with U.S. de-
fense officials who helped with the targeting.

The French Defense Ministry said that 10 air-
craft dropped 20 bombs on facilities used by the 
militant group, which has claimed responsibility 
for Friday’s terrorist attacks in Paris, striking a 
command center, a militant-training facility and 

By DAVID NAKAMURA and KAREN DEYOUNG
WASHINGTON POST
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Retaliatory airstrikes slam  
militants’ headquarters in Syria

AMR NABIL / Associated Press

A French soldier stands alert in Paris at the closed 
Eiffel Tower on Sunday, a day of national mourning.

Evan Grafe, 8, left, and Micah Hoese weave 
around flags Thursday at the Cosmos practice.TURN TO SOCCER, PAGE A7

Photos by CHRISTOPHER CHUNG / The Press Democrat 

Micah Hoese, 8, bounces a ball on his head at the start of practice for the Santa Rosa United 
Cosmos under-9 soccer team on Thursday in Santa Rosa.  

Soccer safety

Y endy Perez’s son Fabio owns headgear 
to protect him from concussions when 
he plays soccer. But Fabio, 13, no longer 

wears it because he says it impedes the way he 
feels and plays on the field.

If  wearing a headband is an imposition, new 
rules handed down by the U.S. Soccer Feder-
ation last week that call for limiting young 
players’ ability to hit the ball with their heads 
in games and practices are likely to draw even 
more objection.

The new rules, the result of  a lawsuit filed 

NEW HEADING RESTRICTIONS

Concussion fears prompt rule changes for many US youth 
teams; locals have mixed reactions to crackdown on head hits

By KERRY BENEFIELD
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

Fredrick Jefferson, 46, is 
among millions of Californians 
who lost their driver’s licenses 
because of unpaid traffic fines. 

Ticket 
amnesty 
program 
swamped

Heavy equipment mechanic 
Fredrick Jefferson said it was 
when a supervisor fired him 
that he learned his driver’s li-
cense had been revoked because 
of  unpaid traffic fines.

Over the next year and a half, 
the “snowball effect” caused his 
relationship to crumble and he 
wound up homeless, scraping by 
on a $221 monthly general relief  
check.

With add-on penalties, his to-
tal fines swelled to $5,000.

Thanks to a sweeping traffic 
ticket amnesty program that 
took effect Oct. 1, Jefferson now 
is on a payment plan of  $1 per 
month — an amount that will in-
crease once he lands a job. Last 
week, he got his license back.

“Having my license is essen-
tial,” Jefferson said. “Now, I can 
go out and work again.”

Across the country, escalat-
ing fees have been layered on to 
base traffic fines to help fund ev-
erything from court operations 
to local and state government 
programs.

California’s 18-month amnes-
ty — which aims to put a dent 
in $10 billion in uncollected, 
court-ordered debt — initially 
was conceived as a way to revive 
two law enforcement training 
programs driven to insolvency 
by motorists’ inability to pay. 
But it has become part of  a 
broader conversation over the 
funding approach, which has 
pushed low-income and minori-
ty motorists, who are more like-
ly to be stopped by police, deeper 
into poverty.

In the state’s most populous 
county, interest in the amnesty 
program has been frenzied. 

During the first month, the 
private debt collector manag-
ing the program in Los Angeles 
County fielded 128,000 phone 
calls. GC Services received ap-
plications related to more than 
50,000 citations and accepted full 
or partial payment on more than 
12,000 — collecting $1.3 million, 
according to Los Angeles Supe-
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By LEE ROMNEY
LOS ANGELES TIMES

Thousands apply for state’s 
traffic fine relief; advocates 
complain of inconsistencies

OAKLAND — Jean Kennedy 
has a bachelor’s degree in bi-
ology and a master’s in special 
education. Now, she’s trying to 
decide what to do with her third 
degree: a certificate of  achieve-
ment from Oaksterdam Uni-
versity, the Harvard Business 
School of  marijuana.

“I’m Italian,” said Kennedy, 
56, a retired high school biology 
teacher with graying hair and 
a heavy New York accent. “You 
know Italians, we grow tomatoes. 
Maybe I’ll grow some plants.”

Horticulture 102 is one of  the 
many subjects Kennedy studies 
at Oaksterdam, whose store-
front campus is set amid the hip 
cafes, restaurants and canna-
bis dispensaries of  downtown 
Oakland. Founded in 2007, the 
school sees itself  as a training 
ground for citizen advocates in 
the fight to legalize marijuana.

Oaksterdam is rebounding af-
ter a 2012 raid by the federal gov-
ernment, which deems marijua-
na a Schedule 1 illegal drug, the 
same category as cocaine and 
heroin. Federal agents, many of  
them masked and armed, broke 
down the doors of  the school 
with battering rams and sledge-
hammers, carting away an es-
timated 60,000 cannabis plants 
and scattering the school’s ter-
rified faculty and students.

The university was devastat-
ed by the raid, which Oakster-
dam founder Richard Lee dis-
missed as a “last-ditch effort” 
by federal authorities to enforce 
marijuana laws that were out 
of  step with the times. Medical 
marijuana was approved by 
California voters in 1996. In the 
years since the raid, four states 
and the District of  Columbia 
have legalized pot, making mar-
ijuana a legitimate business in 
many parts of  America, worth 

Business 
booming  

at pot 
university
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By SARA SOLOVITCH
WASHINGTON POST

With students pouring in,  
East Bay’s Oaksterdam has 
rebounded from 2012 raid


