
z

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 16, 2017 • SANTA ROSA, CALIFORNIA • PRESSDEMOCRAT.COM

OUTSTANDING TEENS » Petaluma High honors 
students who aided in fire relief efforts.   A3

BOBCATS ON THE PROWL » Winter mating season 
for big cats in Sonoma, Mendocino counties.   D1

SANTA ROSA
High 61, Low 39
THE WEATHER, C8

Barber C1
Business B8
Classified D6

Comics B6
Crossword B5
Editorial A8

Lotto A2
Movies D5
Obituaries B3

Smith A3
State news A5
TV B7

TURMOIL IN ZIMBABWE: Military places 
longtime president Robert Mugabe under 
house arrest over succession dispute / B1

©2017 
The Press 
Democrat

Support for tax plan weakens

Authorities: Shooter had guns illegally

RANCHO TEHAMA RESERVE 
— A day after a Northern California 
gunman killed five people in the coun-
try’s latest shooting rampage, police 
faced accusations of  having previous-
ly turned a blind eye to the troubled 

shooter who was known for firing off 
guns despite a court order that barred 
him from owning firearms.

At a tense news conference Wednes-
day, police conceded that neighbors 
had repeatedly complained about 
Kevin Janson Neal firing hundreds of  
rounds from his house.

Tehama County Assistant Sheriff 
Phil Johnston said authorities re-
sponded to calls several times, but the 
44-year-old Neal wouldn’t open the 
door, so they left.

“He was not law enforcement 
friendly. He would not come to the 

door,” Johnston said. “You have to 
understand we can’t anticipate what 
people are going to do. We don’t have 
a crystal ball.”

Asked about Neal’s motive, John-
ston responded: “Madman on the 
loose. The case is remarkably clear. 
We will move forward and we will 
start the healing process.”

The evidence that emerged Wednes-
day, however, along with residents’ 
statements, raised questions about 
whether lawlessness was occasionally 
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Phil Johnston, assistant sheriff for Tehama County, 
holds up a photo of Kevin Janson Neal during a news 
conference Wednesday in Rancho Tehama Reserve.

WASHINGTON — Uncertain-
ty gripped the Senate on Wednes-
day over efforts to pass a sweeping 
$1.5 trillion tax cut after a Wisconsin 
Republican became the first senator 
in his party to declare that he could 

not vote for the tax bill as written, 
and other senators expressed seri-
ous misgivings over the cost and ef-
fect on the middle class.

The House is set today to pass its 
own version of  the tax bill, which 
would cut taxes by more than $1.4 
trillion over 10 years and broadly 
rewrite the business tax code. But as 
with the health care debate earlier 

this year, the Senate emerged as the 
inconstant ally in President Donald 
Trump’s pursuit of  a major legisla-
tive accomplishment in his first year.

Sen. Ron Johnson, R-Wisconsin, 
came out against both chambers’ tax 
plans on Wednesday, saying that the 
bills favored corporations over small 
businesses and other so-called pass-
through entities, whose owners pay 
taxes on profits through the tax code 
for individuals.

“These businesses truly are the 
engines of  innovation and job cre-

ation throughout our economy, and 
they should not be left behind,” he 
said in a statement. “Unfortunately, 
neither the House nor Senate bill 
provide fair treatment, so I do not 
support either in their current ver-
sions.”

Sens. Susan Collins of  Maine 
and Bob Corker of  Tennessee have 
voiced their own concerns about the 
tax overhaul and have not commit-
ted to voting for the tax bill.

WASHINGTON » Wisconsin GOP senator won’t back bill; 
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TEHAMA COUNTY » Police 
face accusations of ignoring 
neighbors’ previous reports

By ALAN RAPPEPORT 
AND THOMAS KAPLAN
NEW YORK TIMES

TURN TO TAX PLAN » PAGE A7

By DON THOMPSON 
AND JOCELYN GECKER
ASSOCIATED PRESS

TURN TO SHOOTING » PAGE A7

Ron
Johnson
GOP senator from 
Wisconsin says 
he won’t support 
current tax plan.

FIRES’ AFTERMATH

Testing  
to check 
health 
risks 

About 85 Sonoma County fire-
fighters will undergo limited 
health screenings for a study 
of  first responders’ exposure to 
toxins during last month’s de-
structive fires, which produced 
noxious, throat-burning smoke 
that darkened North Bay skies 
for days.

Blood and urine samples are 
to be collected from a total of  
175  firefighters from across the 
wider Bay Area who battled the 
wildfires in Sonoma County and 
neighboring communities.

The hastily organized re-
search project is being funded 
by the 10-year-old San Francisco 
Firefighters Cancer Prevention 
Foundation, which commit-
ted $100,000 to the cause, board 
member and San Francisco fire-
fighter Adam Wood said. 

Twenty-five firefighters who 
were not dispatched to the fires 
will be tested for the purpose of  
comparison, organizers said. 

Researchers will be looking 
for evidence of  heavy metals, 
like arsenic and chromium, or-
ganic pollutants, such as diox-
ins, and other toxic byproducts 
of  burning materials, according 
to UC Berkeley Environmental 
Science Professor Rachel Mo-
rello-Frosch, who is leading the 
research. 

Firefighters already are at 
significantly greater risk than 
the general public of  develop-
ing certain cancers, according 

Researchers to screen 
those who fought blazes 
in October for toxins
By MARY CALLAHAN
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Inmates from Konocti Cal Fire’s California Department of Corrections fire crew clear fire-damaged trees along Riebli Road and a tributary of Mark 
West Creek on Wednesday near Santa Rosa, in  anticipation of heavy rain. 

Stabilizing the slopes
FIRE DANGER » PREVENTING EROSION

Efforts to stabilize Sonoma County’s 
fire-scarred landscape against winter rains 
gained urgency Wednesday as a mois-
ture-laden storm arrived in the region, 
raising the risk of  mudslides, flash flooding 
and fallen trees.

The massive wildfires that swept through 
Wine Country in October torched nearly 
140 squares miles of  Sonoma County, bar-
ing huge patches of  remote landscape and 
reducing whole neighborhoods to ash and 
rubble. 

The fires were still burning when work 
crews began spraying some burned slopes 
with a slurry of  seed and mulch to promote 
rapid vegetation growth. Elsewhere, straw-
filled erosion-control wattles, sandbags 
and other barriers have been deployed to 
try to stabilize hillsides and contain runoff 
that may be contaminated by burned mate-
rials or carry sediment.

But much of  the burned-over area re-
mains at risk of  debris or mudslides, par-
ticularly in the perimeter of  the Tubbs fire, 
where the severity of  the fire was most pro-
nounced overall, according to early assess-
ments. 

Each fire footprint has steep, isolated ar-

eas where the threat of  sliding rates high, 
with the largest such area in and around 
Hood Mountain Regional Park near Pyth-
ian Road and above Highway 12, according 
to post-fire hazard mapping. 

Sonoma County watershed recovery 
coordinator Cordel Stillman said first-re-
sponders contacted a few residents in the 
area Wednesday to ensure they were aware 
of  the incoming storm and were prepared 
to take precautions, if  necessary.

Santa Rosa work crews also have been 
working feverishly to assess and repair 
23  problem spots identified in Fountain-

Threat of sliding, runoff leads crews to deploy sandbags, wattles
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