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France pursues architect of attacks
Amid raids, Hollande seeks new
powers to ‘eradicate’ militants

GRIEVING
NATION: A
mourner prays
Monday in Paris
near one of the
sites of Friday’s
terrorist attacks.
France observed
a moment of
silence at noon
Monday to
honor victims.

By AURELIEN BREEDEN
and KIMIKO DE FREYTAS-TAMURA
NEW YO RK T I ME S

PARIS — President François Hollande of France
called on Monday for constitutional amendments
to fight potential terrorists at home and for an
aggressive effort to “eradicate” the Islamic State
abroad.
His call to arms — “France is at war,” he said at
the opening of his remarks to a joint session of the
Parliament — came as security forces in France
and Belgium zeroed in on a suspect they said was
the architect of the assault that killed 129 people
Friday night in Paris. The suspect, a 27-year-old
TURN TO HOLLANDE, PAGE A9

Obama defends IS strategy,
rejects calls to block refugees

TERRORISM IN PARIS: THE AFTERMATH

TYLER HICKS
New York Times

Some US governors say
their states will refuse
Syrian refugees / A3

Suspects hunted in
Brussels neighborhood
of Molenbeek / A7

French national soccer
team will go forward
with match today / C1

By MICHAEL D. SHEAR and PETER BAKER
NEW YO R K T I M ES

ANTALYA, Turkey — President Barack Obama
declared on Monday that his strategy for defeating the Islamic State is working despite last week’s
horrific attacks in Paris, forcefully rejecting calls
for escalating the use of military force in the Middle East or turning away Syrian refugees at home.
At a sometimes tense news conference at the
end of an international summit meeting in Turkey, Obama said he would intensify targeted airstrikes and assistance to local ground forces in
Syria and Iraq, but it will take time to cripple the
terrorist group. He dismissed critics who faulted
TURN TO OBAMA, PAGE A11

County
housing
market
heats up

SMART TRAIN: Conflict at railway crossing south of Petaluma
highlights tensions between landowners and rail agency

Home sales in October
up 6.5% from September;
median price down slightly
By ROBERT DIGITALE
T HE P R ES S D EM O CR AT

Photos by BETH SCHLANKER / The Press Democrat

Dennis Bush, a controller supervisor with Sonoma-Marin Area Rail Transit, locks a gate along the SMART rail line Thursday after
allowing Jerry Corda to cross the tracks in his pickup in order to feed cattle on the Corda family ranch in Petaluma.

Clashing over access
By DEREK MOORE
THE PRES S D E MO C RAT

F

or as long as the Corda family has
owned a dairy ranch south of Petaluma, trains have been an integral
part of the landscape, rumbling through
on tracks bisecting the 1,100-acre property dotted with black-and-white cows.
Passenger service on the Northwestern
Pacific Railroad was mostly a thing of the
past by the time Lester and Stella Corda
took over the family ranch in 1949. The
couple’s six children could only imagine
that period of history as they hunted
along the tracks for empty liquor bottles
tossed there by migrant workers riding
the Depression-era rails.
Trains bearing freight continued to
pass through after Lester died and his
family assumed control of the dairy.
“If we needed to run cattle, we called
them (train operators) and made our
schedule by that,” said Suzi Corda, now
58 and living on the ranch with three of
her siblings and Stella, who is 89.
But the arrival of commuter trains
operated by Sonoma-Marin Area Rail
Transit has upset the balance of agricultural industry and modern transport on
this land straddling the county line, east
of Highway 101. The Cordas say they have
experienced delays reaching cattle across

Jerry Corda drives over railroad tracks on the way to feed his cattle Thursday. The Cordas
say they’ve been delayed in reaching their cattle because of limits set by the rail agency.
the tracks to feed animals on ranch
property due to SMART setting limits on
access across the railroad right of way.
“We feel we’re losing our way of life,”
Suzi Corda said.
Rail agency officials argue that the
restrictions, besides being mandated by
federal railroad laws, are necessary to
protect public safety.

“We can’t take the chance of cattle
straying down the track some morning,” said Bill Gamelin, SMART’s chief
engineer.
The spat illuminates the challenges
SMART faces in working with property
owners along the planned commuter route, which is scheduled to debut
TURN TO CLASHING, PAGE A11

Sonoma County home sales
picked up in October after an
end-of-summer lull.
Buyers last month purchased
426 single-family homes, according to The Press Democrat’s
monthly housing report compiled by Pacific Union International Vice President Rick Laws.
Sales increased 6.5 percent from
September and 6.8 percent from
October 2014.
The housing market showed
other signs of increased activity last month. Sellers placed
489 new listings on the market,
the most for October in four
years.
And buyers and sellers last
month signed purchase agreements for 496 houses, the most
for October since Laws began
collecting such data in 2009.
Some of those “under contract”
agreements will fall through,
while others will be completed
over the coming months.
Lori Sacco, broker manager in the Sebastopol office of
Vanguard Properties, said the
housing market seemed to slow
in summer as children returned
to school, but activity resumed
this fall.
“It felt like it picked up in October,” she said.
As
activity
increased,
the county’s median home
price dipped 2.3 percent to
$529,275 from September. That
price remains 8 percent higher
than a year ago.
The median price reached
a high this year of $546,000 in
June but has dropped slightly
each month since.
With a relatively limited supply of homes for sale, “you would
think prices would continue to
rise, but I don’t see it,” Laws said.
“There’s definitely a plateau.”
He suggested that an increasing number of people may be
priced out of the market. The
California Association of Realtors last week reported that only
about a quarter of the county’s
residents could afford a medianpriced home last summer.
“Maybe it’s not just a matter
of ‘I won’t pay that,’” Laws said.
“Maybe it’s a matter of ‘I can’t
pay that.’”
TURN TO HOUSING, PAGE A11
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$1 BILLION BEER DEAL: With purchase of
Ballast Point, Constellation is latest beverage
giant to enter craft brewing industry / C8
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