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EPIC CLASH IN BOSTON » Warriors lose close one 
vs  Celtics in battle of NBA’s two best teams.   C1

LE CIRQUE DE BOHEME » Vintage Parisian circus 
begins its annual holiday run at Cornerstone.   D1.
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HARASSMENT CLAIMS: 
Minnesota senator, former 
‘SNL’ comedian Franken 
accused of kissing, groping 
model in 2006 / B1

INSIDE

A 101-year-old man who got as 
far as the front door of  his burn-
ing Fountaingrove home before 
telling his wife to run to safety 
without him was the latest vic-
tim to be identified Thursday 
by coroner’s officials as one of  

23 people known to have 
died in Sonoma County 
in last month’s wildfires.

Flames from the 
rampaging Tubbs fire 
threatened from every 
direction when Tak-Fu 
Hung and his wife, Hel-
en Hung, 76, peered into 
the night in search of  a 
way out of  the inferno, 
his daughter and granddaugh-
ter said Thursday. 

But even with a wet towel 
draped over them, Tak-Fu Hung 

didn’t see how he would 
survive the violent 
storm and told his wife 
to try to get out on her 
own, they said.

“He told her, ‘Just 
go,’” Rosanne O’Hara 
said by phone from San 
Francisco, describing 
her grandfather’s last 
moments. “He would 

not make it. He couldn’t make 
it.”

Tak-Fu Hung died at the 
house on Hanover Place, one 

of  43 lives taken across North-
ern California by the fires that 
erupted Oct. 8. 

Helen Hung briefly sought 
cover against a low wall in the 
front yard, then lay for hours on 
a neighbor’s driveway as flames 
raged around her, family mem-
bers said. 

She suffered multiple burns 
but survived the fire and is re-
covering in a skilled nursing 
facility, haunted by what hap-
pened. She lay alone on the hot 
pavement for five hours before 

successfully reaching someone 
who could help, they said.

“The flames went over her 
repeatedly, but she was far 
away from brush, so that the 
fire wasn’t constantly on her,” 
Rosanne O’Hara said.

A nearly 20-year resident of  
Santa Rosa, Tak-Fu Hung was 
remarkably healthy as he ap-
proached his 102nd birthday 
and had only recently begun 
walking some of  the time with 

101-year-old ID’d as fire victim
By MARY CALLAHAN
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

TUBBS FIRE » With 
flames closing in, man 
told wife to ‘Just go’
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State 
lays out 
new pot 
rules

California’s headlong race to 
write its rules for the legal can-
nabis marketplace before Jan. 1, 
when recreational business can 
commence, took a leap Thurs-
day with the release of  a com-
prehensive set of  temporary 
regulations for the emerging 
industry. 

The long-awaited guidelines 
cover everything from dosage 
amounts of  psychoactive THC 
in marijuana products to facil-
ity inspections and authorized 
businesses, ranging from deliv-
ery services to small manufac-
turers with shared facilities. 

The regulations will enable 
the state to begin issuing tempo-
rary licenses for cannabis busi-
nesses in January, when recre-
ational sales become legal. 

Cannabis industry leaders 
overall had positive feedback 
about 278 pages of  rules devel-
oped over months. The most 
controversial aspect of  the reg-
ulations is what’s missing: Any 
limit to the size of  marijuana 
farms. 

That immediately posed a 
threat to established growers, 
including the smaller opera-
tions that blanket the North 
Coast. 

“It is going to be a catastro-
phe if  California increases our 
supply of  cannabis. The market-
place is already flooded,” said 
Hezekiah Allen, executive di-
rector of  the California Growers 
Association. 

“We’re already producing sev-
eral times more than we need. 
Why would we scale up?”

The regulations have been in 
development for many months 
and in some cases covered fa-
miliar ground: At first, the 
state will issue only temporary 
licenses to growers and retail-
ers, provided they have a local 
permit to open for business. The 
state has been trying to identify 

Temporary regulations 
cover how to legally sell 
cannabis in marketplace
By JULIE JOHNSON
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT  
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A tree removal crew from CORE of Corona uses a winch system to help take down burned trees on the Matula property Wednesday in Kenwood.

Arborists: Charred 
trees may still regrow

FIRE RECOVERY » TRIAGE FOR TREES

Experts say oaks, redwoods among most likely to have survived fires

Danny and Sky Matula 
have tied bright green 
ribbons near the base 

of  about 50 charred Douglas fir 
trees standing behind the ruins 
of  their home in the rolling 
hills west of  Kenwood.

“They’re just toast,” Sky 
Matula said, as light rain fell 
on the ashen remains of  the 
home his father built on the 
wooded 10-acre parcel adjoining 
Trione-Annadel State Park.

The black, denuded firs — in-
cluding two that stand about 150 
feet tall — are almost certainly 
dead, and stand far too close for 
comfort to the once and future 
family home. 

The green ribbons mark 
them for removal by one means 
or another.

But like countless other 
homeowners, the Matulas are 
stuck in an uncomfortable 
dilemma regarding the fate of  
fire-scarred trees, including 
stout oaks and tall, slender firs, 
that impart majesty to their 
property.

Like California’s iconic 
redwoods, oaks are cloaked 
in thick, protective bark that 
enables several of  their species 
to survive all but the worst 
wildfires, experts say.

And as homeowners begin 
to plot their post-fire recovery, 
tree advocates are urging re-

By GUY KOVNER
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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PG&E to remove up to 25,000 fire-damaged trees in North Bay / A3

A tree removal crew from CORE of Corona has marked trees with 
priority numbers for removal on the Matula property in Kenwood.

House and Senate panel pass tax plan

WASHINGTON — With 
227 Republican votes, the House 
passed the most sweeping tax 
overhaul in three decades on 
Thursday, taking a significant 
leap forward as lawmakers seek 
to enact $1.5 trillion in tax cuts 
for businesses and individuals 
and deliver the first major legis-

lative achievement of  President 
Donald Trump’s tenure.

The swift approval came two 
weeks after the bill was un-
veiled, without a single hearing 
on the 400-plus-page legislation 
and over the objections of  Dem-
ocrats and 13 Republicans. 

The focus now shifts to the 
Senate, where Republicans are 
quickly moving ahead with 
their own tax overhaul, which 
differs in substantial ways from 
the House bill.

After hours of  debate, mem-
bers of  the Senate Finance Com-
mittee voted 14-12, along party 
lines, to approve their version 

of  the tax package late Thurs-
day evening. The approval helps 
clear the way for the full Senate 
to consider the bill after Thanks-
giving, although it remains to be 
seen whether it has the support 
to pass the chamber.

“We’ve taken a big step today, 
but of  course there are many 
more steps ahead,” Sen. Orrin 
Hatch, R-Utah, the chairman of  
the Finance Committee, said af-
ter the vote.

Several Senate Republicans 
have expressed concerns about 
the legislative effort, and if  
Democrats are unified in oppo-
sition, Senate leaders can afford 

only two Republican defections 
to win passage through the 
narrowly divided chamber. In a 
blow to Senate Republicans, an 
analysis of  their plan released 
Thursday projected the bill 
would actually raise taxes on 
low-income Americans within a 
few years.

Republican lawmakers must 
also find a way to bridge the 
big differences between the two 
bills, a hurdle given the varied 
priorities of  lawmakers in the 
two houses. For instance, the 
Senate bill makes the individual 

Rapid votes Thursday 
set stage for full Senate 
vote after Thanksgiving
By THOMAS KAPLAN 
AND ALAN RAPPEPORT
NEW YORK TIMES
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