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Trader Joe’s reopens to swarm of shoppers

Jammed parking lots, long lines 
and crowded aisles weren’t 
enough to keep hundreds of  eager 
shoppers from the Friday morn-

ing reopening of  Trader Joe’s market 
on Cleveland Avenue in Santa Rosa.

Greeted with colorful leis and free 
reusable grocery bags, shoppers 

shared smiles, hugs and tears of  joy 
with store employees.The popular 
grocery store, severely burned in the 
October 2017 wildfire and closed since 
then, was back in business at 8 a.m.

Pamela Van Halselma and her hus-
band, Dwayne Mulder, who lost their 
home in Coffey Park, were among 
the first shoppers. Van Halsema, new 
president of  the Coffey Strong neigh-
borhood group, brought her “Coffey 
Strong” sign with her, hoping to plant 
it somewhere near the store.

“We just want to show that we are 
so happy to have Trader Joe’s back,” 
Van Halsema said. “This is a  

community hub.”
Steve Schafer, the store manag-

er, said the Trader Joe’s reopening 
represented a “rebirth” for the local, 
fire-weary community. 

“This is a tremendous thing for my 
customers and my crew,” Schafer 
said. “A lot of  tears today (Friday), 
tears of  joy, tears of  relief. It really 
represents a rebirth.”

Van Halsema and Mulder, who are 
temporarily living near Pacific Mar-
ket in the Town and Country Shop-
ping Center, said she’s shopped at the 
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Trader Joe’s employee Antoinette Vietro greets 
longtime customer Edie Petersen, left, during Friday’s 
reopening of the wildfire-damaged store.

By MARTIN ESPINOZA
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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SANTA ROSA » Customers 
greeted with gifts, bags at 
Cleveland Avenue location 

Jamal Khashoggi

CIA: 
Prince
ordered 
killing

WASHINGTON — The CIA 
has concluded that the Saudi 
crown prince, Mohammed bin 
Salman, ordered the killing of  
journalist Jamal Khashoggi, ac-
cording to U.S. officials.

The CIA has made the as-
sessment based on the crown 
prince’s control of  Saudi Ara-
bia, which is such that the kill-
ing would not have taken place 
without his approval, and has 
buttressed its conclusion with 
two sets of  cru-
cial commu-
nications: in-
tercepts of  the 
crown prince’s 
calls in the days 
before the kill-
ing, and calls 
by the kill team 
to a senior aide 
to the crown 
prince.

Officials cautioned, however, 
that U.S. and Turkish intelli-
gence agencies still do not have 
direct evidence linking Crown 
Prince Mohammed to the assas-
sination in the Saudi Consulate 
in Istanbul.

The intercepts do show that 
Crown Prince Mohammed 
was trying to find ways to lure 
Khashoggi back to Saudi Arabia, 
although the crown prince did 
not say in the phone calls that he 
wanted to have Khashoggi killed, 
according to people briefed on 
the intelligence findings.

Signs point to Saudi 
Mohammed bin Salman 
in journalist’s murder
By JULIAN E. BARNES
NEW YORK TIMES
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Smoky haze from the Camp fire settles over East Railroad Avenue, near Rohnert Park, on Friday afternoon. The smoke from the Camp fire in 
Butte County more than 100 miles away blew into the county last Thursday and has lingered.

Region struggles with 
worst air of all time

Breathing issues worsen as conditions expected to last through weekend

North Bay residents will 
face another weekend 
of  some of  the worst 

air quality ever reported in the 
region with local public health 
officials and medical profes-
sionals drawing comparisons to 
pollution-plagued cities such as 
New Delhi and Beijing.

A public health official in the 
Bay Area for 40 years, Dr. Rob-
ert Benjamin, Sonoma County’s 
acting health officer, said he has 
visited those two cities in the 
winter when air pollution is at 
its peak. The past week in the 
Bay Area has been worse than 

those experiences abroad, he 
said.

“This feels quite a bit worse 
than what I have seen there,” 
Benjamin said.

Much of  the Bay Area, along 
with Butte County, where the 
Camp fire has burned since 
Nov. 8, registered among the 
worst air quality in the world 
late this week, a regional air 
quality official confirmed 
Friday.

Sonoma County was blanket-
ed Friday by smoke-choked air 
with a rating of  “unhealthy.” 

In the southern part of  the 
county, along the San Pablo 
Bay, it was worse, with air 

A sign at the Graton Fire Protection District fire house displays a 
message Friday for the city of Paradise.

By BILL SWINDELL  
AND MARTIN ESPINOZA
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT 
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Trump to visit Butte County

CHICO — With the confirmed 
death toll at 71 and the list of  
unaccounted for people at more 
than 1,000, authorities in Butte 
County on Friday searched 
for those who perished and 

those who survived the fiercest 
of  wildfires ahead of  today’s 
planned visit by President Don-
ald Trump.

The president is expected to get 
a look at the grief  and damage 
caused by the deadliest U.S. wild-
fire in a century, and he could 
face resentment from locals for 
blaming the inferno on poor for-
est management in California.

In an interview taped Friday 
and scheduled for broadcast on 
“Fox News Sunday,” Trump said 
he was surprised to see images 

of  firefighters removing dried 
brush near a fire, adding, “This 
should have been all raked out.”

Deputies found eight more 
bodies Friday, bringing the 
death toll to 71.

The number of  people unac-
counted for grew from 631 on 
Thursday night to more than 
1,000 on Friday, but Sheriff Kory 
Honea said the list was dynamic 
and could easily contain dupli-
cate names and unreliable spell-
ings of  names.

He said the roster probably 

includes some who fled the blaze 
and do not realize they’ve been 
reported missing.

“We are still receiving calls; 
we’re still reviewing emails,” 
Honea said Friday.

Some on the list have been 
confirmed as dead by family 
and friends on social media. 
Others have been located and 
are safe, but authorities haven’t 
gotten around to marking them 
as found.

Tamara Conry said she should 
never have been on the list.

“My husband and I are not 
missing and never were!” Conry 
wrote Thursday night on Face-
book. “We have no family look-
ing for us. ... I called and left a 
message to take our names off.”

Authorities compiled the list 
by going back to listen to all 
the dispatch calls they received 
since the fire started, to make 
sure they didn’t miss anyone.

In last year’s catastrophic 
North Bay wildfires, Sonoma 

CAMP FIRE » Death toll 
rises to 71; more than 
1,000 reported missing 
By KATHLEEN RONAYNE  
AND SUDHIN THANAWALA
ASSOCIATED PRESS
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