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Doctors’ 
group 

takes aim 
at opioids

A key medical services pro-
vider in north Sonoma County 
is aggressively trying to reduce 
the high rate at which its doc-
tors prescribe a powerful, addic-
tive class of  painkillers.

On the heels of  a recent fed-
eral report that identified Clo-
verdale as a hotspot for a class 
of  prescription drugs that in-
cludes oxycodone, methadone 
and morphine, Alexander Val-
ley Healthcare’s head physician 
said he and other local health 
care professionals are trying 
to change what was standard 
practice in the management of  
chronic pain.

“For the longest time we were 
encouraged to give medication 
to treat pain,” said Gary Pace, 
chief  medical director of  the 
clinic, which serves about 4,700 
patients a year.

Pace said that about five years 

North Sonoma County 
medical services provider 

cites dangers of painkillers
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Bill McMinn relaxes inside a tent surrounded by other campers behind the Dollar Tree on Tuesday in Roseland neighborhood of Santa 
Rosa. The group relocated from the old Water Agency building on College Avenue.

Homeless activists  
shift camp to Roseland

Group protesting county’s inaction move to site slated for revamp

More than 20 homeless activ-
ists camping out on a coun-
ty-owned parking lot in west 

Santa Rosa met a deadline Tuesday 
to vacate the property and immedi-
ately set up a new encampment in the 
heart of  the city’s Roseland district.

The group, which is protesting 
what they say is local government’s 
inaction on homeless issues, said 
county officials blocked their plans 
to move to a vacant property in the 
shadows of  the county’s adminis-
trative complex and invited them to 
set up camp at the Roseland site as a 
temporary alternative.

A senior official with the county 
Community Development Commis-
sion, which controls the Roseland 
site, acknowledged that he instructed 
the group to stay away from the coun-
ty administrative center but said he 
had no advance knowledge the group 
was moving to the Roseland property.

The new location is directly behind 
the large building that houses the 

Dollar Tree, an after-school program 
of  the Boys and Girls Club of  Central 
Sonoma County and a new branch of  
the Sonoma County Library. 

The site — home of  the long-await-
ed Roseland Village neighborhood 
development — was selected after 
camp organizers were unable to 
secure agreements around two other 

possible locations, including private 
property in west Santa Rosa belong-
ing to a local religious organization 
and county-owned property on Men-
docino Boulevard near the county’s 
administrative complex.

“No matter where we go, we’re 
going to get opposition,” said Mikeal 
O’Toole, co-organizer of  the camp.

“I just pray that people give us 
the opportunity, as they have in this 
neighborhood, to show what we are,” 
O’Toole said as residents vacated 
the former Sonoma County Water 
Agency property at 2150 W. College 
Avenue, where they’ve been living for 
more than two months.

The tent village, called Camp Mi-
chela by its residents, was originally 
erected on Labor Day by organizers 
from Homeless Action to protest the 
scarcity of  homeless services in the 
county and local cities. It was named 
in honor of  Michela Wooldridge, a 
homeless single mother who was 
murdered just days before she was to 
receive a space at the Sam Jones Hall 
shelter in 2012.
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Studies: Fewer  
prostate tests, 
fewer cancer 
incidences

Fewer men are being screened 
for prostate cancer, and fewer 
early stage cases are being de-
tected, according to two studies 
published Tuesday in the Jour-
nal of  the American Medical 
Association.

The number of  cases has 
dropped not because the disease 
is becoming less common but 
because there is less effort to 
find it, the researchers said.

The declines in both screen-
ing and incidence “could have 
significant public health im-
plications,” the authors of  one 
of  the studies wrote, but they 
added that it was too soon to 
tell whether the changes would 
affect death rates from the dis-
ease.

About 220,800 new cases of  
prostate cancer are expected in 

By DENISE GRADY
NEW YORK TIMES
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Activists relocated a homeless camp 
Tuesday from a county-owned  
property in west Santa Rosa to  
behind the Roseland Village Dollar Tree 
store on Sebastopol Road.
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Gunfire erupts in Paris suburb

FRANCOIS MORI / Associated Press

A woman stands beside a building as police search 
the area today after reports of a shooting in the 
northern Paris suburb of Saint-Denis.

PARIS — Police stormed 
the northern Paris suburb of  
Saint-Denis early today in a raid 
evidently targeting the suspect-
ed mastermind of  last week’s at-
tacks, killed 129 people in Paris 
on Friday.

The official said authorities 

believe Abdelhamid Abaaoud 
is holed up in an apartment in 
the Paris suburb of  Saint-Denis, 
along with up to five other heav-
ily armed people.

The official, who was not au-
thorized to be publicly named 
according to police rules but is 
informed routinely about the 
operation, said that scores of  
police who stormed the building 
early today were met with unex-
pectedly violent resistance. Re-
inforcements were summoned 
and several people were injured.

Heavy gunfire erupted around 
4 a.m., the suburb’s mayor, Didi-
er Paillard, and residents told a 

French TV channel, iTélé, and 
lasted at least 20 minutes. Heli-
copters flew overhead, and au-
thorities warned people to stay 
indoors.

The raid appeared to focus 
on an apartment near Place 
Jean Jaurès, a main square in 
Saint-Denis not far from the 
Stade de France, where three of  
the seven attackers who died on 
Friday blew themselves up. The 
Paris prosecutor’s office con-
firmed the raid but could not 
provide immediate details.

The assault in Saint-Denis 
appeared to focus on a fugitive, 

Police raid targets suspected 
mastermind of Friday attacks 
thought hiding in apartment
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