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FOOTBALL PLAYOFFS: 
Cardinal Newman keeps 
rolling, beats Encinal to 
reach semifinal round / C1
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‘YOU HAVE TO BUILD NOW’ » Economist 
says county’s economy won’t keep 
expanding without more homes.   B8

SOAKING IN THE RICH HUES OF AUTUMN »  
Your guide to what plants to choose for 
a vibrant display of fall color.   D1

A ‘LIFELINE’ 
RESTORED »  
SR teen receives 
new Braille 
tablet after losing 
everything to the 
wildfires.   A3

October’s deadly wildfires sent 
shock waves through Sonoma 
County’s housing market, simul-
taneously leading to record high 
prices, a drop in completed sales 
and a jump in newly signed deals 
in the weeks after the disaster.

The median sales price for a 
single-family home climbed last 
month to $648,000, according to 
The Press Democrat’s month-
ly housing report, compiled by 
Pacific Union International se-
nior vice president Rick Laws. 
The median increased nearly  
9 percent from a year earlier and 
surpassed the previous high of  
$640,000 set in July.

Among a string of  other shifts, 
buyers last month purchased 366 
single-family homes, the low-
est number for the month in six 

years. In hard-hit Santa Rosa, 
only 130 homes sold, the low-
est for October in a decade. The 
lagging results reflected both 
the loss of  properties to fire and 
delays in closing deals as home 
insurers, lenders and title com-
panies exercised caution in the 
aftermath of  the most destruc-
tive wildfires in U.S. history.

Meanwhile, buyers, including 
many whose homes burned to 
the ground, signed contracts in 
the county for 483 houses, the 
best results for the month in at 

least eight years. 
And sellers in October pulled 

206 properties from the coun-
ty market, at least double that 
of  any other month this year. 
Many of  those properties had 
been damaged or destroyed by 
fire, brokers and agents said. But 
others were taken off the sales 
market in order to be rented at 
premium rates by insurance 
companies vying to temporarily 
house burned-out clients.

Vicki Roberts, an agent with 
Bertolone Realty in Santa Rosa, 

said she has seen unusual hous-
ing markets during her 27 years 
in real estate “but nothing like 
this. This is unprecedented.”

It’s too early to know how 
much the housing market has 
changed since the firestorms 
began Oct. 8, eventually kill-
ing 23 people and destroying  
5,130 homes in the county. The 
uncertainty is partly because 
many of  the sales contracts 
signed after the fires remained 

Fires alter the housing market
Prices rise to unheard-of  
highs; damaged houses 
reduce number of listings
By ROBERT DIGITALE
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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Girl to 
be taken 
off life 
support

Three days after the death of  
her mother, a Sonoma Valley 
second-grader has succumbed 
to the injuries she suffered 
on her way to school Tuesday 
morning when a suspected 
drunken driver slammed his 
pickup head-on into their car.  

Family members said they 
plan to remove Kaliyah Ad-
kins, 7, from life support today 
at Children’s Hospital Oakland, 
where she has been in care since 
Tuesday.

Her mother, Estefania Soto, 
27, died at the site of  the crash 
on Highway 12 in Agua Caliente.

The driver of  the pickup, Jose 
Manuel Lopez-Perez, 25, of  San-
ta Rosa, was charged with two 
counts of  murder Friday when 
he was arraigned by Sonoma 
County prosecutors in his bed at 
Santa Rosa Memorial Hospital.

Lopez-Perez was driving with 
a blood alcohol level of  more 
than the legal limit of  0.08 per-
cent, Chief  Deputy District At-
torney’s Office Brian Staebell 
said. Lopez-Perez was also con-
victed of  a DUI in 2013, Staebell 
said.

Soto was driving Adkins to 
Sassarini Elementary School 
at 7:45 a.m. Tuesday when 
Lopez-Perez crossed the dou-

7-year-old never regained 
consciousness after  
suspected DUI crash 
By NICK RAHAIM
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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Scott Wagner of Homeless Action protests for the homeless Tuesday on Sixth Street in Santa Rosa.

Encampments cleared

Santa Rosa cleared out 
downtown homeless en-
campments under High-

way 101 this week after they 
swelled dramatically following 
last month’s wildfires and re-
cent wet weather.  

This time, however, city of-
ficials say they’re not going to 
let the camps return, taking a 
tougher approach to the issue 

in response to a chorus of  com-
plaints from nearby businesses 
owners and residents. 

“We’re going to be strictly 
enforcing the laws related to 
blocking the sidewalk and uri-

nating in public,” said Sgt. Jon-
athan Wolf, head of  the city’s 
downtown enforcement team. 

The city’s more forceful ap-
proach has triggered strong op-
position from homeless activ-

ists who turned out during the 
cleanup, filming police interac-
tions with people and in some 
cases interfering with efforts 
to evaluate people’s housing 
needs, said Kelli Kuykendall, 
the city’s housing and commu-
nity services manager. 

“Some of  the advocates who 
were there were disruptive and 
interfering with the outreach 
efforts,” Kuykendall said. 

By KEVIN McCALLUM
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT 
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SANTA ROSA » City cracks down on downtown homeless 
camps, prohibits their return after chorus of complaints

“We’re making a deliberate effort 
not just to push people along, but to 
actually get people access to services.”
CHRIS ROGERS, Santa Rosa city councilman, on homelessness

With mockery, Trump joins debate he started

WASHINGTON — Last fall, Don-
ald Trump inadvertently touched off 
a national conversation about sexu-
al harassment when a recording of  

him boasting about groping 
women was made public at 
the same time a succession of  
women came forward to assert 
that groping was something 
he did more than talk about.

A year later, after a wave of  harass-
ment claims against powerful men in 
entertainment, politics, the arts and 
the news media, the discussion has 
come full circle, with Trump criticiz-
ing the latest politician exposed for 

sexual misconduct even as he 
continues to deny any of  the ac-
cusations against him.

In this case, Trump focused 
his Twitter-fueled mockery on a 
Democratic senator while large-

ly avoiding a similar condemnation of  
a Republican Senate candidate facing 
far more allegations. The turn in the 
political dialogue threatened to trans-

By PETER BAKER
NEW YORK TIMES
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Donald 
Trump

HARASSMENT » President 
criticizes Franken, reigniting 
discussion of his own issues

INSIDE
In Franken case, 
debate over line 
between abuse, 
mistake / A10


