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DROUGHT’S TOLL: Years 
of below-average rainfall 
has left millions of dead 
trees all over California’s 
forests / B1
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Windsor knocks off Santa 
Rosa in overtime thriller.   C1

FALL BOUNTY » Plenty of 
crops to harvest before colder 
weather comes.   D1

ONE COLD NIGHT » Volunteers 
sleep outside to raise funds 
for youth shelter.   A3
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Processed biosolids that were treated at the Laguna Treatment Plant in Santa Rosa steams in the cool morning air after it was trucked and 
dumped at a holding facility on Friday.

A spreading problem:
What to do with poop?

PETALUMA » NEW SITE FOR ‘BIOSOLIDS’

Donald Trump

Trump’s 
picks fit 
polemics 
of his run

WASHINGTON — Presi-
dent-elect Donald Trump moved 
quickly Friday to begin filling 
national security posts at the 
top echelons of  his administra-
tion, selecting a group of  hawks 
and campaign loyalists who re-
flect the hard-line views that de-
fined his run for president.

Trump said he would nom-
inate as attorney general Sen. 
Jeff Sessions, 
R-Ala., who has 
been a fierce 
supporter of  a 
crackdown on 
undocumented 
immigrants. 

The presi-
dent-elect also 
moved to install Michael Flynn, 
a retired lieutenant general who 
has said that Islamist militancy 
poses a global existential threat, 
as his national security adviser. 

And as director of  the CIA, 
Trump selected Rep. Mike 
Pompeo, R-Kan., who harshly 
criticized Hillary Clinton during 
the House investigation of  the 
2012 attack on the U.S. diplomat-Santa Rosa is buying a Petaluma 

pasture to make sure it has enough 
places to put people’s processed poop. 

The city is close to acquiring a 235-acre 
Lakeville Highway hay ranch so it can use 
the property to spread a byproduct of  the 
wastewater treatment process known as 
biosolids. 

The approximately $2 million deal, 
which was advanced by the Board of  
Public Utilities Thursday, highlights the 
pressures the city faces in finding afford-
able ways to recycle waste in an era of  
increasingly stringent environmental 
regulations. 

Santa Rosa recycles its wastewater to 
irrigate crops and produce geothermal 
energy at The Geysers, the latter solution 
costing the city $205 million to build while 
earning engineering and sustainability 
awards. 

But less known by the general public is 
what happens to the 26,000 tons of  thick 
black sludge that remains behind annual-
ly after the main treatment processes are 
complete. 

That’s enough to “fill the entire playing 
field of  AT&T Park eight feet deep every 
year,” said Mike Prinz, director of  subre-

gional operations for Santa Rosa Water.
More than a third of  it is mixed with 

green waste like chopped up leaves and 
grass clippings to make high-quality com-
post, most of  which is sold to local farms, 
vineyards and landscaping companies.

A far cheaper option has long been to 
apply the nutrient-rich material, which 

has the consistency of  wet coffee grounds, 
directly to farmland as fertilizer. 

Because the waste goes through an 
extra 21-day digestion process to capture 
methane to power the Llano Road treat-
ment plant, it has far fewer pathogens and 

Choices for top national 
security posts marked 
by their hard-line views 

As options shrink, Santa Rosa leases land to dispose of heavily processed waste

By JULIE HIRSCHFELD DAVIS
NEW YORK TIMES
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Processed waste at the Laguna Treatment Plant in Santa Rosa is loaded into a semitrailer, which 
will be emptied at a holding facility.

LOCAL 
REACTION
Pot industry 
insiders express 
concern over 
attorney general 
pick / A3

Nonprofit groups win support

The election of  Donald Trump 
as president was a stunning 
blow for liberal activists and 
may turn out to be a staggering 

setback for their wide range of  
causes. But Trump’s historic 
upset over Hillary Clinton also 
appears to have been an imme-
diate boon for activist group cof-
fers.  

In the days since Trump’s 
Nov. 8 victory, nonprofit agen-
cies and other advocacy groups 
supporting the environment, 
reproductive health, civil rights 
and immigrant services have 
reported a renewed energy and 

massive influx of  donations. 
“Oh, yeah. It’s been a flood 

of  volunteers and money,” said 
Victoria Brandon, chairwoman 
of  the Redwood Chapter of  the 
Sierra Club.

“We’ve had huge numbers of  
donors and new members join-
ing up,” said Nancy Palandati, 
chairwoman of  the local branch 
of  the American Civil Liberties 
Union.

Planned Parenthood has also 

seen an outpouring of  support, 
as have some national news out-
lets that reported a surge in new 
subscriptions.

The local bumps mirror na-
tionwide reports that liber-
al-leaning causes are seeing 
widespread support as a reac-
tion to Trump’s election.

For the ACLU, the outpouring 
has been unprecedented, the 
group’s national office reported.

“In just five days, our Face-

book followers have increased 
by 25 percent to nearly 1  mil-
lion people; 400,000 people 
viewed our open letter to 
President-elect Trump on our 
website; and 150,000 new people 
have joined our e-mail list,” the 
ACLU announced.

“We have also heard from 
thousands of  people offering to 
volunteer their time and ser-

Trump win results in  
boost for Sierra Club, 
Planned Parenthood
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