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Nelson concedes in Florida

Area’s improving wages credited for ‘making a dent in hunger’ since 2016  

MIAMI — Sen. Bill Nelson 
of  Florida, a Democrat, con-
ceded Sunday that he had lost 
his re-election bid to Gov. Rick 
Scott, a Republican, bringing 
Florida’s turbulent midterm 

election to its long-delayed end 
after an unprecedented state-
wide recount.

Nelson telephoned Scott on 
Sunday afternoon to congratu-
late him, shortly after the con-
clusion of  the manual recount 
showed that Scott had won the 
Senate race by 10,033 votes, out 
of  more than 8.1 million cast.

Scott called for unity Sunday, 
after the midterm elections re-
vealed an electorate so close-
ly divided that three marquee 
statewide races were decided by 

just a few tenths of  a percentage 
point.

“Now the campaign truly is 
behind us, and that’s where we 
need to leave it,” Scott said. “We 
must do what Americans have 
always done: come together for 
the good of  our state and our 
country.”

Nelson said in a video state-
ment that “things worked out 
a little differently” than he had 
hoped.

“I by no measure feel defeat-
ed, and that’s because I’ve had 

the privilege of  serving the peo-
ple of  Florida and our country 
for most of  my life,” he said. “To 
all Floridians, whether you vot-
ed for me, or for my opponent, or 
you didn’t vote at all, I ask you to 
never give up this fight.” He did 
not mention Scott by name in 
the video.

A final certification of  Flor-
ida’s vote tally is scheduled for 
Tuesday.

No politician in recent 

Democratic senatorial 
candidate fails to find 
sufficient recount votes
By PATRICIA MAZZEI 
AND FRANCES ROBLES
NEW YORK TIMES
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Redwood Empire Food Bank volunteer Pedro Miras helps Alonzo Smith, a homeless senior, fills up a box with food at the Rohnert Park Senior 
Center in Rohnert Park on Wednesday.

Report: Needy missed 
13 million meals in 2017 

SONOMA COUNTY »  FOOD INSECURITY

Sonoma County’s low-income families 
did without 13 million meals last year, 
a startling figure that — while signal-

ing a major improvement took place over 
2016 — also means that hundreds of  local 
children were still going to bed hungry, 
according to a new report. 

The Sonoma County Hunger Index, 
released last week, said nearly 58,000 “at 
risk” families — those making less than 
$50,000 a year and accounting for nearly 
one-third of  all county households — 
came up short on nutrition by skipping 
meals.

But despite the impact of  last year’s 
wildfires, which the report said triggered 
rent increases for many low-income fam-
ilies, the number of  missed meals was cut 
in half, down from 26 million in 2016.

“Sonoma County is making a dent in 
hunger,” said Felisa Pinson, director of  
the county Human Services Department’s 
Economic Assistance Division.

Pinson cited an improving local econo-
my that boosted wages as a major reason 
for the improvement.

The county’s household median income 
rose for the second year in a row, hitting 
$80,409 last year, up from $73,929 the year 
before and $66,674 in 2015.

But the housing crunch, exacerbated by 
the fires that destroyed some 5,300 homes, 
also forced low-wage earners to move out 
of  the county, likely reducing the num-
ber of  households that came up short on 
meals, Pinson said.

The county calculated the index by tak-
ing the 167 million meals needed by mem-
bers of  the 58,000 households, subtracting 
the 108 million meals they purchased and 

By GUY KOVNER
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Florida governor, 
a Republican, will 
be state’s new 
senator

Bill
Nelson
Democrat 
challenged 
Florida governor 
for Senate spot

Packages of penne pasta with vegetables made by the Redwood Empire Food Bank sit waiting 
for pickup by qualifying seniors at the Rohnert Park Senior Center.

A battle  
for life 
inside 
the fire

PULGA — Before there was a 
spark, there was the wind.

On the morning of  Nov. 8, 
as the sun rose over the iso-
lated mountains in the Sierra 
Nevada, gale-force winds tore 
through the canyon. 

A fire outpost on the Feather 
River recorded blasts of  52 mph 
— a bad omen in a national for-
est that hadn’t had a satisfying 
rain since May.

From his station bunk at the 
head of  Jarbo Gap, Capt. Matt 
McKenzie of  the California De-
partment of  Forestry and Fire 
Protection woke to the sound of  
pine needles pelting the roof.

At 6:15 a.m., a PG&E high-volt-
age line near the Poe Dam gen-
erating station six miles away 
malfunctioned. A report of  fire 
came at 6:29.

Fifteen minutes later, McK-
enzie stood at the dam looking 
helplessly across the river can-
yon at a 10-acre fire on the rock 
slope above. He had no way to 
reach it. Its unpaved access 
route, Camp Creek Road, clung 
to the mountain so precariously 
that rock slides threatened to 
erase it.

The last time he put a heavy 
wildland engine on the crum-
bling grade, it took an hour to 
creep a mile, mirrors folded in, a 
man walking beside each wheel 
to watch for collapse. It would be 
a death sentence to send a crew 
out there in a fire.

California’s professional wild-

Split-second decisions 
by Paradise residents 
meant survival or death 
By PAIGE ST. JOHN, ANNA M. 
PHILLIPS, JOSEPH SERNA, 
SONALI KOHLI AND LAURA 
NEWBERRY
LOS ANGELES TIMES
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Flames consume a car dealership 
as the Camp fire tears through 
Paradise on Nov. 8.


