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EX-RAIDER ACCUSED OF STEALING $325,000:  
Police say former NFL player took out  
fraudulent loans on Petaluma home / B1
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WARRIORS KEEP 
STREAK ALIVE

A THANKSGIVING 
FEAST OF MOVIES
5 films that feature the holiday 
— and 5 more that pair well 
with turkey dinner TimeOut
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Golden State comes from behind to beat 
Clippers, extend run to 13 games Sports

N. Coast 
view on 
Syrian 

refugees

With his mother and brother 
still living in Syria, Santa Rosa 
resident Nawar Laham keeps a 
close eye on the civil war raging 
in his home country as well as 
the international focus on ref-
ugees in the 
wake of  the 
Paris terrorist 
attacks.

He’s con-
vinced of  one 
thing — re-
stricting the 
entry of  sev-
eral thousand 
mostly women 
and children 
fleeing the embattled region will 
do nothing to protect Americans 
from Islamic extremists. 

Although last week’s massa-
cre that killed 129 people in Paris 
had ties to Syria, a number of  
those responsible were French 
and Belgian nationals who could 
have easily traveled to the United 
States at any time, he said.

He dismissed the GOP-au-
thored House bill adding extra 
security measures for Iraqi and 
Syrian refugees as political pos-
turing.

“It would be so much easier to 
come here in other ways,” said 
Laham, who traveled to Ameri-
ca 27 years ago as a college stu-
dent and remained to open East 
West Cafe. “You can get smug-
gled over the southern border 
or get a European passport and 
just fly here. But the Republi-

Study: More Mexicans leaving US than coming

SAN DIEGO — More Mexicans are 
leaving than moving into the United 
States, reversing the flow of  a half-cen-
tury of  mass migration, according to a 
study published Thursday.

The Pew Research Center found that 
slightly more than 1 million Mexicans 
and their families, including Ameri-
can-born children, left the U.S. for Mex-
ico from 2009 to 2014. During the same 
five years, 870,000 Mexicans came to the 

U.S., resulting in a net flow to Mexico of  
140,000.

The desire to reunite families is the 
main reason more Mexicans are moving 
south than north, Pew found. The slug-
gish U.S. economic recovery and tougher 
border enforcement are other key fac-
tors.

The era of  mass migration from Mexi-
co is “at an end,” declared Mark Hugo Lo-
pez, Pew’s director of  Hispanic research.

The finding follows a Pew study in 
2012 that found net migration between 
the two countries was near zero, so this 
represents a turning point in one of  the 
largest mass migrations in U.S. history. 
More than 16 million Mexicans moved to 
the United States from 1965 to 2015, more 
than from any other country.

“This is something that we’ve seen 
GREGORY BULL / Associated Press

A woman passes an image of Jesus at a shelter 
for migrants this week in Tijuana, Mexico.

Genetically 
altered salmon 
OK’d by FDA

WASHINGTON — What’s for 
dinner? Before long, it may well 
be genetically modified salmon, 
the first such altered animal 
cleared for human consumption 
in the United States.

Critics call it “frankenfish,” 
but the Food and Drug Admin-
istration granted its approval 
on Thursday, saying the faster- 
growing salmon is safe to eat. It 
could be available within a cou-
ple of  years.

“There are no biologically 
relevant differences in the nu-
tritional profile of  AquAdvan-
tage Salmon compared to that 
of  other farm-raised Atlantic 
salmon,” the agency said.

The Obama administration 
had stalled in approving the 
salmon for more than five years 
amid consumer concerns about 
genetically modified foods. The 
fish grows twice as fast as nor-
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SR man with roots in region  
opposes restricting US entry;  
local congressmen concur
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TURN TO STUDY, PAGE A5

Reuniting with family, sluggish 
US economy, tighter border security 
among factors in reversal of trend
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BUSY CREWS: Virgilio Merino, an employee of Capstone Roofing, cuts shingles during installation of a residential roof in Sebastopol on Thursday. While 
roofs have been a low priority for many homeowners in recent years, the El Niño forecast has “really put everybody into fast-forward mode.”

Rush to ready roofs
EL NIÑO: Sonoma County roofing contractors are booked into spring 

 by homeowners worried about expected heavy rains and their potential impact

Amid forecasts that El Niño is preparing 
to unleash one of  the wettest winters 
in years, Sonoma County homeowners 

who have put off roof  repairs are now scram-
bling to book appointments with local contrac-
tors. 

Roofing contractors, usually booked several 
months out, now have jobs lined up deep into 
March and April, said Dennis DeBolt, man-
ager of  ABC Supply in Santa Rosa, which 
provides tools and supplies for roofing con-
tractors, among others. 

“Everybody has postponed and just put off 
getting a roof  for so long that the rains have 
scared a lot of  people into getting what they 
should’ve probably gotten a long time ago,” 
DeBolt said. “It’s really put everybody in 
fast-forward mode.”

A new roof  has been a low priority for many 
homeowners for much of  the past decade. 
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Some tips: 
 ■ The roof should be 

cleared of pine needles, 
leaves, etc. after fall.

 ■  Rain gutters should be 
cleaned twice a year.

 ■  Only walk on a compo-
sition roof when it’s cold. 
Walking on warm roofs 
can scar the shingles. 

 ■  Tile roofs should be 
inspected every three to 
four years for damage.

 ■ Look and listen for attic 
leaks during a storm.  

 ■ For a large leak in a 
ceiling, poke a hole in the 
bubble with a pen so it can 
drain. If it doesn’t, the roof 
could cave in.

BEFORE WINTER ARRIVES: Javier Caballero, left, and Tony Sensi 
of Capstone Roofing put down a synthetic underlayment Thursday 
while replacing a roof in Sebastopol.
INSIDE: Tips for homeowners from the Better Business Bureau, A5; 
The latest on how powerful this year’s El Niño might be, A4
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