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TICKET TO THE BIG SHOW: 
Sonoma Academy, Maria 
Carrillo sending runners 
to state cross country 
championships / C1

INSIDE

From the outset of  his cam-
paign, Donald Trump’s 
hardline stance against 

undocumented immigrants, 
calling for mass deportation 
and imprisonment of  millions 
of  people living in the U.S. ille-
gally, has generated fear and 
anxiety in minority communi-
ties nationwide. 

Trump’s election deepened 
the unease felt by immigrants, 
including many in Sonoma 
County’s large Latino popu-
lation, who are now turning 
to local law enforcement with 
questions over how they will 
handle immigration enforce-

ment under President Trump.
The simple answer, put 

forward in interviews and a 
public forum last week, is that 
the county’s law enforcement 
leaders expect no change in the 
way local officers interact with 
undocumented residents.    

Local officers do not take 
enforcement action based on 
immigration status alone and 
no plans are in place to change 
that policy, according to Sheriff 
Steve Freitas, Santa Rosa Po-
lice Chief  Hank Schreeder and 

Sheriff, police chiefs say Trump presidency won’t alter policies in region
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From right, Santa Rosa Police Chief Hank Schreeder, Los Cien President Herman J. Hernandez and interim Petaluma Police Chief Ken Savano dis-
cuss immigration enforcement policy at the Los Cien luncheon at the Flamingo Hotel in Santa Rosa on Friday.

Officials offer assurances 
policing changes unlikely

IMMIGRATION » COUNTY ENFORCEMENT

By JULIE JOHNSON
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT  

TURN TO POLICY » PAGE A13

INSIDE
Santa Rosa mayor speaks in support 
of vulnerable residents  / A12

Santa Rosa Police Chief Hank Schreeder, right, and Sheriff Steve Freitas 
discuss immigration enforcement policies.

California’s recent vote 
to legalize cannabis is 
bringing the billion-dol-

lar industry out of  the shadows 
and into the news.

In response, Sonoma Media 
Investments has launched 
the Emerald Report, a canna-
bis-focused website about the 
evolving business, politics, 
science and culture of  cannabis 
in Northern California and 
beyond. 

“With the passage of  Prop. 64, 
some say the cannabis industry 
could quickly grow to a level 
equal to our wine industry,” 
said Steve Falk, CEO of  Sono-
ma Media Investments, which 
owns The Press Democrat, 
Sonoma Index-Tribune, Peta-
luma Argus-Courier, Sonoma 

Magazine, La Prensa Sonoma 
and the Emerald Report. 

“The Emerald Report will 
cover every aspect of  this story 
as it develops in the months 
ahead as we continue our com-

mitment to local journalism,” 
Falk said.

The site will include origi-
nal reporting from The Press 
Democrat and other SMI publi-
cations in the areas of  com-

merce, culture, law and policy, 
agriculture, finance, health and 
the many social issues around 
the legalization of  marijua-
na. Bloggers and critics will 
also contribute content about 
events, national news and 
strain reviews.

“Our proximity to the Em-
erald Triangle puts us in the 
ideal position to report on the 
transformation of  the cannabis 
industry as this vote reshapes 
our region, California and the 
nation,” said Catherine Bar-
nett, Press Democrat executive 
editor. “We anticipate coverage 
that will explore the many ques-
tions arising from this tremen-
dous legal and cultural shift.”

 Visit the site online at Emer-
aldReport.com.

Emerald Report focuses on cannabis industry

BOWLING GREEN, Kentucky 
— Crosby J. Gardner has never 
had a girlfriend. Now 20 and liv-
ing for the first time in a dorm 
here at Western Kentucky Uni-
versity, he has designed a fast-
track experiment to find her.

He ticks off the math. Two 
meals a day at the student din-
ing hall, three courses per meal. 
Girls make up 57 percent of  the 
20,068 students. And so, he sums 
up, gray-blue eyes triumphant, 
if  he sits at a table with at least 
four new girls for every course, 
he should be able to meet all 
11,439 by graduation.

“I’m Crosby Gardner!” he an-
nounces each time he descends 
upon a fresh group, trying out 
the social-skills script he had 
practiced in the university’s au-
tism support program. “What 
is your name and what is your 
major?”

The first generation of  college 
students with an autism diagno-
sis is fanning out to campuses 
across the country. These grow-
ing numbers reflect the sharp 
rise in diagnosis rates since the 
1990s, as well as the success of  
early-learning interventions 
and efforts to include these stu-
dents in mainstream activities.

But while these young adults 
have opportunities that could 
not have been imagined had 
they been born even a decade 
earlier, their success in college 
is still a long shot. Increasingly, 
schools are realizing that most 
of  these students will not grad-
uate without comprehensive 
support like the Kelly Autism 
Program at Western Kentucky. 

Similar programs have been 
taking root at nearly 40 colleges 
around the country, including 
large public institutions like 
Eastern Michigan Universi-
ty, California State University, 
Long Beach, the University of  
Connecticut and Rutgers Uni-
versity in New Jersey.

For decades, universities have 
provided academic safety nets 
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A hard 
path 
through 
college

AUTISTIC STUDENTS

Programs spring up  
to help growing number 
diagnosed with disorder 

By JAN HOFFMAN
NEW YORK TIMES

Restoring salmon in the Rus-
sian River and protecting the 
North Coast from oil rigs — 
two long-standing campaigns 
with broad public support — 
are among the goals likely to 
be challenged if  not stifled by 
the sharp right turn of  Donald 
Trump’s administration, envi-

ronmental advocates and Dem-
ocratic lawmakers said.

More broadly, the environ-
mental camp fears that land-
mark legislation, including laws 
that protect endangered species, 
clean air and water, are imper-
iled by Republican control of  
the House and Senate with an 
avid deregulation partner in the 
White House.

The harbingers, they say, in-

clude Trump’s trail of  tweets 
and speeches asserting that cli-
mate change is a hoax and his 
post-election appointments of  
a California water district lob-
byist and a prominent climate 
change denier to head his tran-
sition teams at the Environmen-
tal Protection Agency and the 
Interior Department, respec-
tively.

Even if  Republicans and 
their allies can’t roll back envi-
ronmental laws they have long 

Green laws on the hot seat 
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Fisheries biologist Rory Taylor feeds young coho salmon at the coho 
broodstock program in the Warm Springs Fish Hatchery on Friday.TURN TO ENVIRONMENT » PAGE A7
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ENVIRONMENT » North Bay advocates, legislators 
fear right turn on policies by Trump administration


