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Upbeat economy boosts Trump
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Sculptor Erick Dunn and his wife, Claudia Meglin, a filmmaker, lost everything when their Kenwood home and work studio was destroyed in last 
month’s fires. They are recipients of a grant fund created by Creative Sonoma in an effort to give something back to artists affected by the fires.

Compassion on exhibit
FIRE RECOVERY » New grant fund offers a lifeline for area artists whose 
works in progress, studio spaces and means to create went up in smoke

After Hurricane Katrina devastated New Orleans in 2005, 
the arts community immediately recognized the impact it 
would have on the city’s soul. 

It quickly established funds to ensure New Orleans’ musicians 
and artists would return to the city that draws so much of  its 
identity from their work. Among the largest was the MusiCares 
Hurricane Relief  Fund, which, within three days of  the storm, 
committed $1 million to help musicians. 

Kristen Madsen, now director of  Creative Sonoma, a division 
of  Sonoma County’s Economic Development Board, worked to 
coordinate that effort in her previous role as an executive for the 
Grammy Foundation. In the wake of  the fires that ravaged the 
North Bay last month, she wants to do the same thing.

It was one or two days after the fires broke out across Sonoma 
County when Madsen started think about how Creative Sonoma 

The charred fiberglass remains of Erick Dunn’s Biotron, a mobile 
electroluminescent art gallery, lie on the ground.

WASHINGTON — In 2016, the 
U.S. economy served as a punch-
ing bag for then-candidate Don-
ald Trump. Today, it has become 
a lifeline for an otherwise em-
battled presidency.

As president, Trump has in-

creasingly grabbed for that line, 
touting low unemployment, re-
cord high stock market values 
and healthy economic growth 
rates in speeches and on Twit-
ter.

Reactions from voters, even 
some who are otherwise skep-
tical of  the president, show how 
the economy’s strong perfor-
mance has bolstered Trump’s 
standing.

At a recent focus group that 
Peter Hart, a longtime Dem-
ocratic pollster, conducted in 

Wilmington, North Car-
olina, for Emory Univer-
sity, even participants 
who voted for Trump 
last year sharply crit-
icized his administra-
tion, calling it “chaotic” 
“embarrassing” and dis-
appointing.

Of  the five Trump 
voters among the doz-
en participants, only one still 
strongly supported the presi-
dent. 

Their harsh critiques fol-

lowed a pattern that 
Hart found earlier this 
year, illustrating how a 
segment of  Trump vot-
ers, mostly college-ed-
ucated and middle- to 
upper-income whites, 
have turned against him 
because of  his behavior.

But when the subject 
turned to the economy, 

opinions of  Trump warmed.
Trump wants to “bring the 

economy jobs — infrastructure, 
construction,” said Katrina 

Harrell, a black self-employed 
businesswoman who voted for 
Hillary Clinton last year.

Harrell was extremely critical 
of  almost all other aspects of  the 
administration, but on the econ-
omy she gave Trump credit.

“I think those are good 
moves,” she said. “I mean, that’s 
what he knows — business.”

Another Clinton voter, Jacob 
Eubank, a white administrator 
at the University of  North Car-

WASHINGTON » Some 
who oppose president 
are giving him credit
By DAVID LAUTER
LOS ANGELES TIMES
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Capital’s boozy after-hours culture in question 

SACRAMENTO — Califor-
nia’s capital is awash in alle-
gations of  sexual harassment, 
creating an atmosphere that’s 
affecting how men and women 
interact.

Holding meetings over drinks 
or winding down at a bar after a 
hectic day in the Legislature is a 
regular part of  business in Sac-

ramento, where policymaking 
and deal-cutting often depend 
on personal relationships. Af-
ter-work campaign fundraisers 
and other evening events pro-
vide numerous opportunities 
for colleagues to do business 
and socialize.

Those days may not be gone, 
but there’s unquestionably a 
changed sensitivity toward 
them.

Jodi Hicks, a lobbyist and 
partner at the women-led Sacra-
mento firm DBHK, said after she 
gave a radio interview about the 
capital’s culture, a man emailed 
her to say he wouldn’t hire her 

firm because he’d have to “walk 
on eggshells.”

“We’re hearing grumblings, 
and men are upset” about hav-
ing to think about where and 
when they meet women, and if  
alcohol is involved, Hicks said.

“That’s something we deal 
with all of  the time,” she said. 
“Every time someone asks to 
have drinks, women have to 
be concerned with what that 
means and where they’re hav-
ing drinks and making sure it’s 
in public.”

Even in public places behav-
ior has crossed into inappropri-
ate territory.

It was recently revealed that 
Democratic Assemblyman Raul 
Bocanegra, of  Los Angeles, was 
disciplined in 2009 when he 
was a legislative staff member. 
Elise Gyore, another Assembly 
staffer who had never met him, 
accused him of  stalking her 
around a Sacramento nightclub 
and putting his hands down her 
blouse.

Following an Assembly Rules 
Committee investigation, Bo-
canegra was told to stay away 
from Gyore but wasn’t other-
wise punished. She had wanted 

Sacramento socializing 
seen critical to careers, 
yet rife with harassment
By KATHLEEN RONAYNE
ASSOCIATED PRESS
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Cult 
leader 
Manson 
dies at 83 

LOS ANGELES — Charles 
Manson, the hippie cult leader 
who became the hypnotic-eyed 
face of  evil across America af-
ter orchestrating the gruesome 
murders of  pregnant actress 
Sharon Tate and six others in 
Los Angeles during the summer 
of  1969, died Sunday after nearly 
a half-century 
in prison. He 
was 83.

M a n s o n , 
whose name 
to this day is 
s y n o n y m o u s 
with unspeak-
able violence 
and madness, 
died of  natural 
causes at Kern 
County hospital, according to a 
California Department of  Cor-
rections statement.

A petty criminal who had been 
in and out of  jail since child-
hood, the charismatic, guru-like 
Manson surrounded himself  
in the 1960s with runaways and 
other lost souls and then sent 
his disciples to butcher some of  
L.A.’s rich and famous in what 
prosecutors said was a bid to 
trigger a race war — an idea he 
got from a twisted reading of  the 
Beatles song “Helter Skelter.”

The slayings horrified the 
world and, together with the 
deadly violence that erupted 
later in 1969 during a Rolling 
Stones concert at California’s 
Altamont Speedway, exposed 
the dangerous, drugged-out un-
derside of  the counterculture 
movement and seemed to mark 
the death of  the era of  peace and 
love.

Despite the overwhelming ev-

Orchestrated string of 
gruesome murders with 
his followers in 1969 
By JOHN ROGERS
ASSOCIATED PRESS
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