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Rancho Adobe firefighters complete the mop-up of a small brush fire Friday along East Railroad Avenue near Rohnert Park.

Voter verdict near on taxes
SONOMA COUNTY » Fire departments in 3 jurisdictions have 
much at stake as ballots for new revenue continue to be counted  

Firefighters at three Sono-
ma County fire agencies 
continue to wait for updat-

ed election results, with the pas-
sage of  tax measures to shore up 
services and staffing hanging in 
the balance.

Two of  the measures, for Mon-
te Rio and the Rancho Adobe 
district, which includes Cotati, 
Penngrove and unincorporated 
areas near Petaluma, are ahead 
by thin margins. A third, for the 
Valley of  the Moon, trails slight-
ly. Each requires a 66.6 percent 

supermajority to pass, with 
71,000 mail ballots still un-
counted across the county.

Election officials have until 
Dec. 6 to complete the final tal-
ly and have signaled they could 
take that long to issue official 
results. 

Meanwhile, voters in Schell-
ville and Glen Ellen overwhelm-
ingly supported taxing them-
selves $200 annually to buoy 
firefighting budgets in their 
communities.

The five fire districts, like oth-
ers in Sonoma County, struggle 
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Rancho Adobe firefighter Hunter Van Emmerik works on dousing the 
brush fire Friday. Rancho Adobe was among five Sonoma County fire 
districts with tax measures on the Nov. 6 ballot.

Smoke 
after the 
rain? No
one sure 

Storms expected to soak the 
North Bay could end Santa Ro-
sa’s record run of  unhealthy 
air quality as soon as today, but 
whether smoke from the dead-
ly Camp fire returns hinges on 
rainfall in Butte County. 

The forecast calls for 1 to 
2  inches of  rain in Santa Rosa 
from early Wednesday to Friday, 
marking the official start of  the 
rainy season, 
said Steve An-
derson, a Na-
tional Weather 
Service meteo-
rologist. Aside 
from a “fluke” 
rain in early October, locals 
have to look back to April 7 to 
find precipitation above an inch, 
he said.

“Pretty much everyone from 
San Francisco to Seattle will see 
rain,” Anderson said.

He said the winds will reverse 
and the weather will briefly dry 
up after this week’s storms.

Southerly winds blowing  
into Santa Rosa today are ex-
pected to push away smoke that 
drifted south from the Camp 
fire, the deadliest and most de-
structive wildfire in California’s 
history. 

Between 3 and 5 inches of  rain 
is expected to fall in Butte Coun-
ty this week, Anderson said, and 
the air here will depend on the 
rainfall there. 

“There will be a little shift 
back to the north, but if  there’s 
no smoke to transport, it’s kind 
of  a moot point,” Anderson said. 
“It’s all up in the air right now 

Strong winds here, good 
rainfall in Butte County 
keys to better air quality
By WILL SCHMITT
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

TURN TO SMOKE » PAGE A2

INSIDE
Local stores 
sell out of air 
purifiers and  
N95 masks / A3

Frustrating search for missing

Ivanka’s personal email irks ethicists  

WASHINGTON — Ivanka Trump 
sent hundreds of  emails last year to 
White House aides, Cabinet officials 
and her assistants using a personal 
account, many of  them in violation 
of  federal records rules, according to 
people familiar with a White House 
examination of  her correspondence.

White House ethics officials learned 
of  Trump’s repeated use of  personal 
email when reviewing emails gath-
ered last fall by five Cabinet agencies 
to respond to a public records lawsuit. 
That review revealed that throughout 
much of  2017, she often discussed or 
relayed official White House business 
using a private email account with a 
domain that she shares with her hus-
band, Jared Kushner.

The discovery alarmed some advis-
ers to President Trump, who feared 
that his daughter’s practices bore 
similarities to the personal email use 
of  Hillary Clinton, an issue he made 
a focus of  his 2016 campaign. Trump 

attacked his Democratic challenger 
as untrustworthy and dubbed her 
“Crooked Hillary” for using a person-
al email account as secretary of  state.

Some aides were startled by the 
volume of  Ivanka Trump’s person-
al emails — and taken aback by her 
response when questioned about the 
practice. Trump said she was not fa-
miliar with some details of  the rules, 
according to people with knowledge 
of  her reaction.

The White House referred requests 
for comment to Ivanka Trump’s attor-
ney and ethics counsel, Abbe Lowell.

PABLO MARTINEZ MONSIVAIS / ASSOCIATED PRESS

Ivanka Trump, the president’s daughter and adviser, 
sent hundreds of emails about government business 
from a personal email account last year.

CHICO — It’s been 12 days 
since Christina Taft started the 
frantic search for her mother, 
Victoria, who refused to evac-
uate their Paradise home as 

flames neared, and six days 
since she gave authorities a 
cheek swab to identify remains 
that are likely her mother’s.

She still hasn’t received con-
firmation that her mother is 
dead, and says she’s been frus-
trated by what she feels is a lack 
of  communication from Butte 
County officials.

“They said they found re-
mains; they didn’t say her re-
mains. They won’t confirm it to 
me,” Taft said Monday.

With at least 79 people killed 
in California’s deadliest wildfire 
on record, there were still an as-
tonishing 700 names on the list 
of  missing Monday. While that 
was down from nearly 1,300 the 
day before, the list is inexact 
and incomplete, progress has 
been slow, and the many days 
of  uncertainty are adding to the 
stress.

More than a dozen people are 
marked as “unknowns,” with-
out first or last names. In some 

cases, names are listed twice 
or more times under different 
spellings. Others are confirmed 
dead, and their names simply 
haven’t been taken off yet.

Survivors and relatives of  
those caught in the Camp fire 
are using social media to get the 
word out: in some cases, to post 
that their loved ones were safe; 
in others, to plead for help.

“Aunt Dorothy is still missing. 
There has been confusion going 
on at the Sheriffs office regard-

ing her whereabouts because 
she was taken off the list,” a man 
wrote on Facebook on Monday.

“I have an uncle and two cous-
ins that I have not been able to 
make contact with,” one woman 
wrote on Facebook, with their 
names. “Any info would be ap-
preciated.”

Butte County Sheriff Kory 
Honea has said he released the 
rough and incomplete list in 

CAMP FIRE » Officials 
say status of 700 still not 
known; death toll at 79
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Trump daughter revealed  
to have used private account 
for government business 


