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Donald Trump

Trump’s 
call for 

database 
scorned

WASHINGTON — Republi-
can presidential rivals rushed 
Friday to condemn Donald 
Trump’s support for a govern-
ment database to track Muslims 
in the United States, drawing a 
sharp distinction with the Re-
publican front-runner on a pro-
posal also deemed unconstitu-
tional by legal experts.

Former Florida Gov. Jeb Bush 
called the prospect of  a registry 
“abhorrent.” Florida Sen. Mar-
co Rubio said the idea was “un-
necessary” and not something 
Americans would support. 
And Texas Sen. Ted Cruz, who 
has largely avoided criticizing 
Trump throughout the 2016 
campaign, said, “I’m not a fan of  
government registries of  Amer-
ican citizens.”

“The First Amendment pro-
tects religious liberty, and I’ve 
spent the past several decades 
defending the religious liberty 
of  every American,” Cruz told 
reporters in Sioux City, Iowa.

The rebukes came after 
Trump voiced support for a 
mandatory database for Mus-
lims in the U.S. while campaign-
ing Thursday in Iowa. The real 
estate mogul was asked by an 
NBC News reporter about the 
prospect of  a database and 
whether Muslims would be 
required to be registered. In a 

Rivals pounce on GOP 
front-runner’s refusal to rule 
out registry of US Muslims
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CENTER OF ATTENTION: Rincon Valley Middle School seventh-graders, from left, Hunter Simning, Jake Foster, Andrew Marshall and Logan Field enjoy some 
time with golden retriever Gibbs, the school’s therapy dog, during their lunch break Thursday. 

A calming presence

Aiming to ease depression and anxiety among students, 
several Sonoma County schools bring in certified therapy dogs

V incent Meade is kind of  an 
anxious kid. His words, not 
ours.

The 12-year-old takes medicine 
for it, but his anxiety usually kicks 
in at night, and so does his medi-
cine, he said.

Daytime anxiety for him is rare, 
he said, but when it does happen, 
he’s been known to walk out of  
a Rincon Valley Middle School 
classroom and head straight to the 
counseling office where he knows 
he’ll see Gibbs, the school’s thera-
py dog.

“Gibbs … doesn’t have prob-
lems like everybody else,” Meade 
explained. “He just looks at life and 
… his attitude doesn’t change. He’s 
just happy.” 

Meade will lie on the floor next 
to Gibbs and stroke his fur, said 
Rincon Valley Assistant Principal 
Amy Sather, who owns the 2-year-
old golden retriever. 

“The kids in this day and age 
have such different stressors than 
we had when we were kids,” she 
said. “I’ve got kids whose parents 
are going through a divorce and 
they’re so depressed by it. There 
are suicidal kids. Kids that are so KIDS’ BEST FRIEND: Rincon Valley middle-schoolers lavish 

attention on therapy dog Gibbs at lunchtime Thursday. TURN TO CALMING, PAGE A9
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BERLIN — The Paris attackers 
used an online gaming chat function 
to discuss their plans.

To stay in touch, they used a social 
media app designed to protect Rus-
sian citizens from the prying eyes of  

their secret police.
And, later, after they’d killed 

130  and wounded another 351, the 
remaining members of  a terror cell 
that was on the verge of  launching 
yet another attack in Paris were 
found and arrested or killed early 
Wednesday when the GPS functions 
on their phones and rental cars gave 
away the group’s locations and trav-
el histories.

A week after the Nov. 13 attacks, 
it’s become clear that in the an-
cient and continuing matchup be-
tween good guys and bad guys, the 

fast-evolving technological world is 
both blessing and curse. From an 
anti-terror perspective, however, a 
half-and-half  situation is a loss.

“It appears the attackers were 
dark during the planning of  these 
attacks,” meaning that their com-
munications were not detected, 
said Robert Cattanach, a Minneap-
olis-based attorney who specializes 
in cybersecurity issues. “From a 
national security standpoint, that’s 
very dangerous. The traditional 
methods of  tracking terrorists, the 
ones we’re using today, are outdated. 

The problem is, I don’t know if  there 
are tech answers to overcome that.”

After the attacks, a single act of  
carelessness — or a poorly planned 
attempt at keeping the terror cell se-
cret — cost the remaining attackers. 
Before entering the Bataclan the-
ater, where three terrorists in sui-
cide belts and carrying Kalashnikov 
rifles killed 89 people, one of  the at-
tackers threw his cellphone into a 
public trash can.

In one way, the action made sense: 
Since he intended to die during the 
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Paris attacks show the good and bad of high-tech revolution
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ANALYSIS: Technology aids 
both authorities and attackers; 

can officials gain an edge?

Sonoma County employment hits new high

Job growth in Sonoma Coun-
ty shattered records for the 
third straight month in October 
as local employers continued to 
expand their payrolls, the state 
Employment Development De-

partment reported Friday.
Local companies added 

6,500 wage and salary jobs over 
the past year, pushing employ-
ment to a record 207,800 workers 
in October.

“Adding jobs is huge,” said 
Ben Stone, executive director of  
the county’s Economic Develop-
ment Board. “We continue to re-
cover, and it’s broad-based — not 
just one industry, but various in-
dustries across the board.”

Despite the hiring spree, un-
employment rose for the first 

time in three months, ticking up 
to 4.2 percent in October. Compa-
nies that manufacture nondura-
ble goods shed 1,110 jobs between 
September and October, or near-
ly 9 percent of  their workforce.

Janet Klaven, a  labor market 
consultant for the state Employ-
ment Development Department, 
said a swelling labor force com-
bined with a slight increase in 
unemployment could mean that 
“new job seekers are not finding 
employment right away.”

The jobless rate had fallen to 

an eight-year low in Sonoma 
County in September, drop-
ping to 3.8 percent. Despite the 
increase in unemployment in 
October, the jobless rate is still 
far below levels from a year ago, 
when it stood at 5.2 percent.

“I would say we’ve done well 
from last year,” Klaven said. “It’s 
starting to match pre-recession 
levels.”

Stone said the monthly uptick 
in unemployment is possibly 
related to the slowdown in the 
Chinese economy and compa-

nies that export there.
But he downplayed it as “very 

small, percentage-wise.”
“It’s like getting your cho-

lesterol tested. Every time you 
do it, you get a little different 
number for whatever reason,” 
he said. “It’s the same with the 
economy.”

Stone said employees are still 
in the driver’s seat.

“It’s a great time to look for 
work,” he said. “We haven’t had 
it this good for a decade if  you’re 

Record 207,800 employees 
at work in October; despite 
gains, jobless rate ticks up
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