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Investigation targets gang
FEDERAL INDICTMENT » 11 Hells Angels members
arrested, including 6 from Sonoma County chapter
By NICK RAHAIM
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

A sweeping federal indictment unsealed Monday following a three-year investigation
accused 11 members of the
Hells Angels motorcycle gang —
including six from the Sonoma
County chapter arrested this

weekend — of racketeering and
conspiracy involving murder,
assault, robbery, extortion and
witness tampering.
Eight members of the Sonoma County Hells Angels chapter
were named in the indictment,
plus three others arrested over
the weekend and Monday in San
Francisco, Fresno and Boston

related to the investigation and
indictment, U.S. Assistant Attorney Alex Tse said at a Monday press conference at the San
Francisco Federal Building.
Of the eight Sonoma County
members named, one, Raymond
Michael Foakes, 54, of Rohnert
Park, was already in federal
prison.
In addition to Foakes, the
Sonoma County defendants
named in the suit were Jonathan Joseph Nelson, Russell Al-

len Lyles Jr., Russell Taylor Ott,
Damien David Cesena, Brian
Allen Burke, Jason Randall Cliff
and David Salvatore Diaz III.
Also named as defendants
were former Sonoma County
chapter member Jeremy Daniel
Greer, Brian Wayne Wendt of
the Fresno chapter, and Christopher Ranieri of the Salem/Boston chapter.
The FBI, with assistance from
local agencies including Santa Rosa police and the Sonoma

FIRE RECOVERY » TALLYING THE COSTS

Agencies scramble to
replace lost tax revenue

County Sheriff’s Office, raided
16 locations and seized 13 firearms and 10 motorcycles while
serving the sealed federal warrant, FBI Special Agent John
Bennett said at the press conference. The raids included one
Saturday afternoon at the Wagon Wheel Saloon in Santa Rosa,
where six Hells Angels members were arrested.
Santa Rosa Police Chief Hank
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4 suing
facility
over fire
response
Oakmont Senior Living
accused of negligence in
handling of evacuation
By BILL SWINDELL
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

BETH SCHLANKER / THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

Firefighter John Selfridge, from right, Capt. Ryan Estes, and engineer Al Baptist do ropes training at the Rincon Valley Station 2 on Monday in the
Larkfield area of Santa Rosa.

Sonoma County alone expects to lose $10M share of property taxes
By RANDI ROSSMANN
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

S

onoma, Napa, Mendocino and Lake
counties are facing tens of millions
in tax dollar losses from October’s
firestorms, but state financial aid could
ensure the counties are able to maintain
services, according to state Sen. Mike
McGuire.
State officials are awaiting firm loss
figures from county and city governments
as well as public entities such as fire
districts to use for a legislative proposal
for reimbursing the losses, said McGuire,
D‑Healdsburg. Sonoma County officials

will seek lost property taxes as well as
lost sales and bed taxes during the nearly
two weeks last month the county virtu‑
ally shut down during two massive fires,
subsequent evacuations and hundreds of
newly homeless residents.
“It’s been evident for weeks the state
is going to need to backfill property tax
dollar loss to ensure continuity of service
now and into 2018,” said McGuire, adding
that the help would be needed for addition‑
al years. While not yet an official proposal,
McGuire said he was hopeful state officials
recognized the significant disaster needs
in the Northern California counties. The
state financial action would be similar to

the aid given Lake County following the
2015 Valley fire.
October’s fires brought unprecedented
destruction to Sonoma County, where
the Tubbs and Nuns fires wiped out more
than 5,100 homes, and killed 23 people.
The Tubbs fire now is the most destruc‑
tive fire in state history and the costliest
in U.S. history. But Napa County’s Atlas
fire and Mendocino County’s Redwood
fire also resulted in deaths and the loss of
hundreds of homes. Lake County this year
had damaging, but smaller fires.
Sonoma County Supervisor James Gore
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Four residents of the Oakmont of Villa Capri senior living facility in Santa Rosa filed
a lawsuit Monday alleging that
staff abandoned at least a third
of the nearly 70 residents under their care during the deadly
firestorms that raged through
Sonoma County last month.
The seniors escaped only because the families of two of the
women “made herculean efforts
to ensure that all of the residents they could find got out of
the building,” according to the
suit.
Villa Capri was destroyed in
the Tubbs fire, which broke out
the night of Oct. 8 and leveled
more than 4,600 homes. The facility is operated by Oakmont
Senior Living, founded by developer Bill Gallaher, and managed by Oakmont Management
Group. The two companies,
along with Villa Capri, are listed
as defendants in the suit.
Oakmont
Management
Group officials and attorneys
did not respond to telephone
calls and emails requesting
comment Monday afternoon.
In a statement last month when
similar allegations first surfaced, the company said public
safety agencies prevented staff
from returning to the building
to evacuate remaining residents
during the fires.
The state Department of
Social Services has already
launched a formal investigation
of the evacuations from Villa
Capri and the adjoining Varenna complex. The agency is also
reviewing the evacuations of
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MERGER BLOCKED: Justice

Charlie Rose suspended after allegations
Ex-employees say TV host
would walk around naked,
make lewd calls, grope them
By KIM BARKER
AND ELLEN GABLER
NEW YORK TIMES

Charlie
Rose
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After allegations surfaced Monday
that the longtime television host Charlie Rose made crude sexual advances
toward multiple women who worked
on his show over a dozen years, CBS
suspended him from its morning

program and PBS announced that
it would no longer distribute his
long-running nightly interview show.
Eight women, including three who
talked on the record, told the Washington Post that he made lewd phone
calls to them, walked around naked in
front of them or groped them.
In addition, two women told the
New York Times that he made unwanted advances toward them, trying
to kiss them without their permission.
The women spoke on condition of
anonymity because they feared Rose’s
power over their careers and what

some described as his volatile temper.
In a statement, Rose said he did not
believe all the allegations were accurate but also apologized.
“It is essential that these women
know I hear them and that I deeply
apologize for my inappropriate behavior. I am greatly embarrassed. I have
behaved insensitively at times, and
I accept responsibility for that,” he
said. “I always felt that I was pursuing
shared feelings, even though I now realize I was mistaken.”
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Department files antitrust
lawsuit to stop AT&T’s
$85 billion offer for Time
Warner / A8
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