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GUILTY PLEA: Baltimore 
man admits to two 
separate stabbings in 2016, 
one fatal, in downtown 
Santa Rosa / A3

INSIDE

Seniors abandoned amid blaze

Staff members at two Santa Rosa 
care homes abandoned elderly and 
infirm residents as the October 2017 
firestorm advanced on the pair of  
facilities, leaving relatives and emer-
gency responders to rush in and evac-
uate those left behind, Oakmont Se-
nior Living officials admitted for the 
first time in a settlement with state 

regulators that will allow the facili-
ties to operate going forward.

Staff at the two adjacent Fountain-
grove facilities, Oakmont of  Villa Ca-
pri and Oakmont of  Varenna, both 
owned by Windsor-based Oakmont 
Senior Living, were not prepared to 
deal with a crisis like the fast-moving 
Tubbs fire and failed to warn all res-
idents of  the emergency before they 
fled the facilities on the fire’s first 
night, according to the 17-page agree-
ment finalized Monday with the state 
Department of  Social Services.

Admissions by Oakmont Senior 
Living in the settlement represent a 
sharp departure from the public de-
fense the company mounted after the 

fires calling the response by its staff 
that night “heroic.” That defense be-
gan even as the Tubbs fire still burned 
last October, when relatives of  resi-
dents came forward to complain their 
loved ones had been left behind in 
their homes as the fire approached.

The settlement averted a public 
hearing scheduled for next month 
where state regulators were set to lay 
out evidence and findings from their 
yearlong investigation before a state 
administrative law judge.

News of  the agreement disheart-
ened some relatives who awaited 
that public airing of  the case against 

Oakmont Senior Living says 
staff left clients as Tubbs fire 
neared; firm to keep licenses
By JULIE JOHNSON 
AND RANDI ROSSMANN
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT  
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Reconstruction continues Tuesday at Oakmont of Villa 
Capri in Santa Rosa, which burned down last year 
during the Tubbs fire.

Trump 
stands 
with 
Saudis

WASHINGTON — President 
Donald Trump defied the nation’s 
intelligence agencies and a grow-
ing body of  evidence on Tuesday 
to declare his unswerving loyal-
ty to Saudi Arabia, asserting that 
Crown Prince 
Mohammed bin 
Salman’s cul-
pability for the 
killing of  Ja-
mal Khashoggi 
might never be 
known.

In a remark-
able statement 
that appeared 
calculated to 
end the debate 
over the U.S. 
response to 
the killing of 
Khashoggi, the 
president said, 
“It could very 
well be that the 
crown prince had knowledge of 
this tragic event — maybe he 
did and maybe he didn’t!”

“We may never know all of 
the facts surrounding the mur-
der of  Mr. Jamal Khashoggi,” 
Trump added. “In any case, our 
relationship is with the King-
dom of  Saudi Arabia.”

His statement, which aides 
said Trump dictated himself 
and reflected his deeply held 
views, came only days after the 
CIA concluded that the crown 
prince, a close ally of  the White 
House, had authorized the kill-
ing of  Khashoggi, a Saudi jour-

President defends crown 
prince against CIA’s 
murder accusation
By MARK LANDLER
NEW YORK TIMES
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Jamal
Khashoggi

INSIDE
Trump urged 
Department of 
Justice to| 
prosecute 
Clinton, 
Comey / B1
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Corry and David Barr of Seattle hike at the Jenner Headlands Preserve on Nov. 15 in Jenner.

Open spaces worth big 
bucks, new study shows

Conservation advocates have long 
touted the need to preserve Sonoma 
County’s bucolic landscape, but a 

report released last week for the first time 
assigned a dollar value to those open spac-
es and their natural resources.  

The value of  services provided by un-
developed and working lands, both public 
and private, in Sonoma County ranges 

from $2.2 billion to $6.6 billion annually, 
according to the report from the Healthy 
Lands and Healthy Economies Initiative. 
The study stems from a yearslong collabo-
ration between open space and conserva-
tion districts in Sonoma, Santa Clara and 
Santa Cruz counties.  

“It’s clear that our community values 
open space and working lands, but the 
main point of  the report is that not only 
do we value them, but these lands have 
an immense value that’s not commonly 

understood in the typical market frame-
work,” said Karen Gaffney, conservation 
planning manager for the Sonoma County 
Agricultural Preservation and Open Space 
District. 

The report assigns value to a variety of  
ecosystems. It accounts for green spaces 
that absorb runoff to curb flooding while 
filtering out pollutants. It highlights the 
benefit of  soil, which captures and stores 

Public, private parcels bolster area’s economy, show need for conservation
By HANNAH BEAUSANG
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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SONOMA COUNTY » LAND VALUED AT $2B-$6B
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SACRAMENTO — Authori-
ties are using a powerful tool in 
their effort to identify the scores 
of  people killed by the wildfire 
that ripped through Northern 
California: rapid DNA testing 
that produces results in just two 
hours.

The system can analyze DNA 
from bone fragments or other 
remains, then match it to ge-
netic material provided by rel-
atives of  the missing. But the 
technology depends on people 
coming forward to give a DNA 
sample via a cheek swab, and so 
far, there are not nearly as many 
volunteers as authorities had 
hoped for.

As of  Tuesday, nearly  
two weeks after the inferno dev-
astated the town of Paradise 

‘We need hundreds’ of DNA samples
Paradise fire victims’ 
families urged to help ID  
victims with genetics
By KATHLEEN RONAYNE
ASSOCIATED PRESS
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Stephen Meer, 
chief informa-
tion officer from 
ANDE, demon-
strates his 
company’s Rapid 
DNA analysis 
system, which is 
being used to try 
to ID victims of 
the Camp fire, in 
Chico on Friday.


