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TO OUR READERS:

Two weeks ago, we asked for your 
opinions on some changes we  
are considering making to The 

Press Democrat. 
To our pleasant surprise, the response 

was overwhelming: More than 1,500 
of  you took the time to tell us what 
you think of  the work we do. We were 
astonished at the number of  responses 
and humbled by the care you took with 
your analysis. You took the role we play 
in this community personally, and so do 
we. As editor, it was hard to turn up any-

where — from birthday parties to baby 
showers — without someone wanting 
to go off in a corner and discuss what 
mattered most about our coverage.

More than anything, the surprising 
result was the depth of  your connection 
to The Press Democrat — whether you 
read our news in print, on your comput-
er, on your tablet or on the phone in the 
palm of  your hand. We have earned your 
trust and we want to keep it.

One message was clear, and it con-
firmed our most basic assumption as 
we look at ways to make the newspaper 

more relevant to our community while 
making sure the costs of  producing our 
news report are in line with the reve-
nues coming into our business.

Above all, you want a robust local 
news report. About 75 percent of  you 
said comprehensive local reporting is 
the most important reason you read The 
Press Democrat. When asked to name 
the second most important reason, the 
results were split among several topics, 
including lifestyle coverage and opinion. 
But the largest share — at nearly 30 per-
cent — chose national and world news. 

Many of  you made the point that while 
local news is primary, you expect us 
to provide a larger global and national 
context, especially through analysis and 
national political columnists.

The topics you ranked as most im-
portant are in line with those we are 
choosing to emphasize as we allocate 
coverage resources in an industry facing 
declining readership and advertising 
revenue. You told us our clear priority 
should be holding institutions and lead-
ers accountable through watchdog and 

THE FUTURE PRESS DEMOCRAT

Survey ShowS what MatterS
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END RESULT: An untrimmed flower of “Long 
Valley Kush” marijuana, right, lies next to one 
that has had unwanted leaves snipped out.

A different kind 
of migrant worker
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METICULOUS WORK: From left, Erica, Sam and Bisma, who provided only their first names, trim “Long Valley Kush” marijuana at the Healing Harvest Farms 
collective north of Laytonville. Each season, workers flock to Mendocino and Humboldt counties seeking jobs during harvest that can pay as much as $400 a day.

WILLITS

Except for traffic passing through on 
Highway 101, this northern Men-
docino County city is relatively quiet 

much of  the year. But for three months in 
the fall, it gets an influx of  world travel-
ers lured by marijuana-trimming jobs, 
temporarily swelling the town’s population 
of  under 5,000 and instilling it with an 
international flavor.

They’re called “trimmigrants” and they 
are an integral part of  the North Coast’s 
lucrative marijuana industry, estimated 

to be worth billions of  dollars and widely 
considered to be a major economic driver 
in Mendocino and Humboldt counties. 
But, like the pot industry itself, reaction 
to their presence is mixed. The migrant 
workers contribute to the economy, but 
many effectively are homeless. Though 
the growers who employ them typically 
provide housing or a place to camp, when 
not working, they camp illegally in parks, 
alleys and along railroad tracks and rivers. 
Some can’t find jobs and turn to panhan-
dling and frequenting food banks.

The annual march of  migrant mar-
ijuana workers has occurred for years 

NORTH COAST’S ‘TRIMMIGRANTS’

Influx of pot trimmers seen both as economic boon, liability 
By GLENDA ANDERSON
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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LA water 
agency 

land buy 
stirs angst

BLYTHE — The nation’s larg-
est distributor of  treated drink-
ing water became the largest 
landowner in a remote Califor-
nia farming region for good rea-
son: The alfalfa-growing area is 
first in line to get Colorado River 
water.

Metropolitan Water District 
of  Southern California’s move 
in Palo Verde Valley, along the 
Arizona border near Blythe, 
tapped a deep distrust between 
farm and city that pervades the 
West over a river that’s a lifeline 
for seven states and northern 
Mexico.

Farmers recall how Los An-
geles’ modern founders built an 
aqueduct a century ago to bring 
water hundreds of  miles from 
rural Owens Valley, a story that 
was fictionally portrayed in Ro-
man Polanski’s 1974 film, “Chi-
natown.”

“Are we going to dry up our 
rural, agricultural communities 
just to keep Los Angeles, San 
Francisco and San Diego grow-
ing? I think it would be a sad 
state of  affairs,” said Bart Fish-
er, a melon and broccoli farmer 
who is board president of  the 
Palo Verde Irrigation District.

Metropolitan tried to calm 
nerves by sending its chairman 
in September to a public forum 
in Blythe, 225 miles east of  its 
Los Angeles headquarters. It 
pledged to honor a 2004 agree-
ment that caps the amount of  
land it pays farmers to idle at 
28 percent of  the valley.

That agreement, which ex-
pires in 2040, is hailed as a mod-
el of  cooperation between farms 
and cities. Metropolitan pays 
farmers about as much as they 
would profit on crops — $771 an 
acre this year — to bring Colo-
rado River water through its  
242-mile aqueduct to 19 million 
people in the coastal megalopo-
lis it serves.

Palo Verde enjoys California’s 
highest rights to the river, mak-
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By ELLIOT SPAGAT 
and JAE HONG

ASSOCIATED PRESS

District now top landowner 
in rural area that gets first 

dibs on Colorado River water
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