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NORTH DAKOTA PIPELINE PROTEST: At least 
17 hospitalized, some treated for hypothermia, 
after hoses used in subfreezing weather / A7
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RAIDERS WIN IN MEXICO CITY » 
Struggling offense awakens 
with 2 TDs in 4th quarter.  B1

REPOPULATING FISH » 100,000 
coho salmon to be released in 
Russia River tributaries.  A3

WARRIORS OUTDO PACERS »  
Golden State’s hot shooting 
leads to 120-83 rout in Indy. B1

Drowning at church  
shocks peaceful town
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Healdsburg police officers Sgt. Nick Castaneda, left, and John Haviland wait for a forensics team to arrive at St. John’s Catholic Church in Healdsburg 
on Monday to investigate a 4-year-old girl’s drowning. Gerardo Mendoza Ordaz, the girl’s father, has been arrested on suspicion of killing the girl.  

Donald Trump

Diversity 
a Trump 
priority, 
aides say

Though President-elect Don-
ald Trump’s first five picks for 
top jobs in his administration 
have all been white men, tran-
sition officials insisted Monday 
that the team he ultimately 
puts together will represent a 
cross-section of  America.

Trump spokesman Jason Mill-
er told reporters on a conference 
call that the president-elect met 
with a “high-caliber and broad 
and diverse group” of  job seek-
ers and advisers in recent days 
and predicted that the top rungs 
of  the executive branch that 
Trump assembles in the coming 
weeks “will be very broad and 
diverse, both with the Cabinet 
and the administration.”

That point was echoed by 
Trump’s campaign manager 
Kellyanne Conway, who said 
that assuring diversity — both 
in backgrounds and political 
philosophy — is a priority for 
Trump.

“And diversity means meet-
ing with people across the aisle 
who are traditionally more 
Democratic, who are coming to-
gether and wanting to offer him 
advice, perhaps vie for a spot in 
his cabinet,” Conway said. “But 
willing to give him counsel and 

A Healdsburg father suspected of  drown-
ing his 4-year-old daughter in the baptis-
mal pool of  a downtown church was arrest-
ed hours after he carried her unresponsive 
body to the nearby police department, po-

lice officials said Monday.
Gerardo Mendoza Or-

daz, 42, stood naked in the 
back parking lot of  the po-
lice station Sunday night 
and cried out — calling for 
“help” and “police” —  as 
he held his daughter, who 
was clothed, shoeless and 
soaking wet, said police 
officials. 

Another child, a 9-year-
old son who wore shorts 
but no shirt, was with his 
father and sister, police 
said.

The girl was rushed to 
a hospital, but she did not 

survive. The boy did not appear to be in-
jured, according to police.

Investigators suspect Ordaz brought his 
children into the unlocked sanctuary of  St. 
John the Baptist Catholic Church at East 
and Matheson streets. How long they were 
there wasn’t clear, but at 8:30 p.m. they 

were outside the nearby Center Street po-
lice station seeking help. 

The church was routinely left unlocked 
for the public on Sundays into the night 
and police believe the family were the only 
ones inside, Healdsburg Police Chief  Kevin 
Burke said. 

With his son as the only witness, Ordaz 
submerged his daughter in the 1- to 2-feet-
deep baptismal pool in the sanctuary, es-
timated to be about 8 feet wide and 10 feet 
long, said Lt. Matt Jenkins, who was over-

Political talk taboo at many holiday tables

Scott and Laura Hall have the 
menu all planned for a glorious 
Thanksgiving feast the couple is 
hosting for more than a dozen of  
their closest friends Thursday 
at their Larkfield home.

Politics, however, will not be 
served along with turkey and 
mashed potatoes. Three weeks 
removed from one of  the most 
bitter and divisive presidential 
elections in American history, 
the Halls have declared this to 
be a “Politics Free Thanksgiv-
ing” — a fact that will be noted 

on a sign greeting guests at the 
door.

“We’re just going to take it off 
the table this year,” said Laura 
Hall, a Santa Rosa real estate 
agent.

Many in Sonoma County and 
across the nation are making 
the same choice out of  con-
cern that talking about politics 
around the holiday table could 
ruin the festive atmosphere, or 
possibly even relationships. 

Some are going so far as to 
skip out on holiday gatherings 
with family or friends this year 
altogether, rather than risk hurt 
feelings.

“It’s just a little too raw for 
people, and then you add alco-
hol,” Laura Hall said, her voice KENT PORTER / THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

Maddie Marlor, from left, Scott Hall, Ethan Hall and Laura Hall have 
decided to keep politics off the menu for Thanksgiving this year. 

HEALDSBURG » SUSPICIOUS DEATH

Father arrested in daughter’s death; girl’s brother was lone witness  

Dementia 
less common, 
occurring 
later in US

Despite fears that dementia 
rates were going to explode as 
the population grows older and 
fatter, and has more diabetes 
and high blood pressure, a large 
nationally representative survey 
has found the reverse. Demen-
tia is actually on the wane. And 
when people do get dementia, 
they get it at older and older ages.

Previous studies found the 
same trend but involved much 
smaller and less diverse popula-
tions like the mostly white pop-
ulation of  Framingham, Massa-
chusetts, and residents of  a few 
areas in England and Wales.

The new study found that the 
dementia rate in Americans 65 
and older fell by 24 percent over 12 
years, to 8.8 percent in 2012 from 
11.6 percent in 2000. That trend is 
“statistically significant and im-
pressive,” said Samuel Preston, a 
demographer at the University of  
Pennsylvania who was not associ-
ated with the study.

In 2000, people received a di-
agnosis of  dementia at an aver-
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Recent meetings a sign 
president-elect is hearing 
range of views, aides say
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ETIQUETTE » Hosts and 
guests fear post-election 
arguing could spoil feast
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Gerardo  
Mendoza Ordaz
Healdsburg father 
suspected in  
the drowning of 
his 4-year-old 
daughter in a 
baptismal pool
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Police tape cordons the area around St. John’s Catholic Church on Monday in Healdsburg.


