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CHANGING OF THE GUARD: 
Winery patriarch Mike 
Grgich stepping down; 
daughter Violet to succeed 
him as president / B8

INSIDE

Cleaning up and rebuilding after a 
wildfire levels a home is challenging 
enough, as thousands of  Sonoma 

County residents can now attest. 
But when a homeowner can’t even reach 

their property because the bridge to it also 
has burned down, the rebuilding process 
gets a whole lot more complicated. 

Dozens of  rural property owners are 

now coming to grips with the fact that be-
fore they can rebuild their homes, they’ll 
have to get permission to reconstruct what 
were often antiquated bridges to comply 
with modern building codes. 

“If  it’s going to be this big a hassle to 
get my bridge rebuilt, what’s it going to be 
like getting my house rebuilt?” said Roger 
Maples, a plumbing contractor who lost 
his home on Linda Lane in the Tubbs fire. 

Like many of  his neighbors, Maples 
had a 15-foot-long wooden bridge that was 

completely destroyed in the blaze. Now 
he has a gap in his driveway that prevents 
him from getting any vehicles onto the 
property. 

That means cleanup crews, whether pri-
vate contractors or those working through 
the Army Corps of  Engineers, won’t be 
able to remove debris from the site until a 
temporary bridge is installed. After that, 
a permanent bridge will have to be rebuilt 
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A Konocti Cal Fire inmate crew uses steel girders to cross a burned-out bridge on Riebli Road Nov. 15 as it removes debris from creek in front of a 
burned home. Numerous wood bridges were burned in the October fires, preventing crews from cleaning homesites that were destroyed.  

Rebuilding old bridges
FIRES’ AFTERMATH » OBSTACLES

Crossings have to meet modern building codes before homes replaced

Last day 
to sign 
up for  
cleanup

Sonoma County property 
owners whose homes were de-
stroyed in the October wildfires 
have until the end of  today to 
apply for the private sector de-
bris cleanup program, or offi-
cials could remove the burned 
remains on the residents’ be-
half  and bill them for it later.  
Most fire victims who lost 
homes already signed up for the 
public debris removal program, 
but county officials previously 
authorized a private process for 
residents who want to opt out of  
that effort or don’t qualify. With 
the private program deadline 
arriving today and the public 
deadline having passed Nov. 13, 
the Board of  Supervisors on 
Tuesday established a process 
for dealing with unincorporated 
properties whose owners choose 
neither option.

For those sites, the county 
plans to send the owners a no-
tice letting them know of  the 
government’s intent to have the 
debris cleaned anyway. A sum-
mary of  that notice would also 
be posted prominently on the 
property at least 10 days before 
the cleanup occurs. 

After the forced cleanup is 
done, the property owners will 
get another notice from the 

NORTH BAY FIRES » 
Time’s up to register for  
private debris removal
By J.D. MORRIS
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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CONVERSATION WITH 49ERS GM »  
Lynch discusses SF’s quarterback 
options in call with Bay Area media.   C1

EXPEDITING REBUILDING PROCESS »  
SR approves contract with firm to 
process permit applications.   A3

THANKSGIVING 
CUISINE »  
Immigrant 
families share 
their takes 
on traditional 
holiday meal.   D1

FCC to roll back net neutrality
The Federal Communications 

Commission released a plan Tues-
day to dismantle landmark regula-
tions that ensure equal access to the 
internet, clearing the way for inter-
net service companies to charge us-
ers more to see certain content and 

to curb access to some websites.
The proposal, made by the FCC 

chairman, Ajit Pai, is a sweeping 
repeal of  rules put in place by the 
Obama administration. 

The rules prohibit high-speed in-
ternet service providers, or ISPs, 
from stopping or slowing down the 
delivery of  websites. They also pre-
vent the companies from charging 

customers extra fees for high-quali-
ty streaming and other services.

The announcement set off a fight 
over free speech and the control of  
the internet, pitting telecom titans 
like AT&T and Verizon against inter-
net giants like Google and Amazon. 
The internet companies warned that 
rolling back the rules could make 
the telecom companies powerful 
gatekeepers to information and en-
tertainment. 

The telecom companies say the ex-
isting rules prevent them from offer-

ing customers a wider selection of  
services at higher and lower prices.

“Under my proposal, the federal 
government will stop microman-
aging the internet,” Pai said in a 
statement. “Instead, the FCC would 
simply require internet service pro-
viders to be transparent about their 
practices so that consumers can 
buy the service plan that’s best for 
them.”

Pai, a Republican who has pur-

END TO OPEN INTERNET? » Companies could charge 
more for some content under plan that splits tech industry
By CECILIA KANG
NEW YORK TIMES
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Ajit
Pai
FCC chairman 
supports repeal of 
Obama-era rules.

Pixar’s Lasseter to take leave, citing ‘missteps’ 

LOS ANGELES — John Lasseter, 
the chief  creative officer of  Pixar and 
Walt Disney Animation Studios, is 
taking a six-month leave of  absence, 
citing unspecified “missteps,” a stun-
ning reversal of  fortune for a figure so 

influential in Hollywood he has often 
been compared to Walt Disney.

Lasseter, the pioneering executive 
who built Emeryville-based Pixar 
Animation Studios into an entertain-
ment juggernaut and helped revive 
Disney’s once-struggling animation 
business, said in a memo to staff Tues-
day that the decision followed a “num-
ber of  difficult conversations that 
have been very painful for me.”

He added: “It’s never easy to face 
your missteps, but it’s the only way to 
learn from them. … It’s been brought 
to my attention that I have made some 

of  you feel disrespected or uncomfort-
able. That was never my intent.”

People close to the studio who re-
quested anonymity to protect their 
relationships said several female em-
ployees had complained internally 
about their interactions with the ex-
ecutive.

Lasseter expressed remorse over 
his conduct.

“I especially want to apologize to 
anyone who has ever been on the re-
ceiving end of  an unwanted hug or 

Women accuse animation 
pioneer, Glen Ellen resident 
of improper physical contact
By DAVID NG 
AND RYAN FAUGHNDER
LOS ANGELES TIMES
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John
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INSIDE
Conyers denies 
misconduct 
allegations / B1


