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TIME TO FIRE 49ERS HEAD COACH: Lowell Cohn 
says there’s no excuse for Jim Tomsula as 
shameful losses pile up for San Francisco / C1
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WARRIOR SET  
TO TAKE RECORD

Thompson scores 21 points as Golden State beats Denver, nears NBA milestone Sports

ROSY OUTLOOK ON 
HOLIDAY TRAVEL
Falling gas prices and Sierra 
snow likely to spur more people 
to hit the road Empire News

ALVIN JORNADA / The Press Democrat

EXPECTING RESISTANCE: Tawnie Logan of the Sonoma County Growers Alliance likens the transition process as the state implements regulations for the medical 
marijuana industry to a child raised by permissive parents encountering the structures and demands of college. “You would expect rebelliousness,” she said.

Growing pain potential
TAXING MEDICAL MARIJUANA: Cannabis advocates see security in  

state’s licensing scheme, but resistance is likely if growers feel priced out by fees

RUTH FREMSON / New York Times

California and Oregon are  
poised to let women to get 
a contraceptive prescription 
directly from a pharmacist.

Easing 
access 
to birth 
control 

Groundbreaking laws in two 
Western states will soon make 
access to birth control easier for 
millions of  women by allowing 
them to obtain contraceptives 
from pharmacists without a 
doctor’s prescription.

Even as the Supreme Court 
prepares to consider yet anoth-
er divisive case involving access 
to contraception, public health 
advocates hope these arrange-
ments could spread across the 
country, as states grappling 
with persistently high rates of  
unintended pregnancy seek to 
increase access to birth control 
with measures that so far have 
been unavailable under federal 
law.

Most Western countries re-
quire a doctor’s prescription 
for hormonal contraceptives 
like pills, patches and rings, but 
starting sometime in the next 
few months, women in Califor-
nia and Oregon will be able to ob-
tain these types of  birth control 
by getting a prescription directly 
from the pharmacist who dis-
penses them, a more convenient 
and potentially less expensive 
option than going to the doctor.

Pharmacists will be autho-
rized to prescribe contraceptives 
after a quick screening process 
in which women fill out a ques-
tionnaire about their health and 
medical histories. The contra-
ceptives will be covered by insur-
ance, as they are now.

The laws are the latest effort 

A s California prepares to bring 
in the $1 billion medical mari-
juana industry from the legal 

shadows, growers and marketers on 
the pot-rich North Coast are waiting 
to see how much the massive regu-
latory structure will cost them and 
whether to stick instead with the 
prosperous but risky outlaw status 

they have lived with for nearly two 
decades.

The regulatory scheme, which 
will cost up to $50 million, must be 
funded entirely by license fees paid 
by the industry, while new taxes on 
the cannabis trade — which some 
advocates say is one of  Sonoma 
County’s major industries — offer 
the prospect of  millions of  dollars 
to help pay for paving roads, hiring 
police and other public services.

Investors have taken note of  the 
imminent regulation of  California’s 
cannabis industry, which accounts 
for nearly half  of  the nation’s 
booming $2.7 billion market in legal 
cannabis, according to one report.

But the rosy financial forecasts 
— along with the prospects of  
enhanced public safety, cannabis 
consumer protection and reduced 
environmental damage seen as the 

Petaluma bystanders aid referee in cardiac arrest

Craig Backman was refereeing 
his fourth lacrosse game of  the day 
Saturday in Petaluma when he sud-
denly collapsed on the field in front 
of  players and spectators.

The 69-year-old Martinez resident 
was having a heart attack. The next 

day, from a hospital bed, he credited 
the rapid response of  bystanders, 
the skilled determination of  fire-
fighter-paramedics and four jolts 
from a defibrillator for saving his 
life.

A retired carpenter and a lacrosse 
referee for 43 years, Backman ex-
pects to spend Thanksgiving at 
Santa Rosa Memorial Hospital. And 
he’s grateful to be there.

“I’m going to have something to 
be thankful for the rest of  my life,” 
he said Sunday evening by tele-
phone from his hospital bed.

When he gets stronger, he said he 
wants to personally thank all those 
who had a hand in keeping him alive 
after he collapsed on the grass at 
Petaluma’s Lucchesi Park.

Backman was one of  about a doz-

Moves by California, Oregon 
to let pharmacists prescribe  
contraceptives may spread
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Veteran lacrosse 
umpire remains 

hospitalized 
and grateful for  

rapid response by  
spectators who 

rushed to his side

Officials: IS shifting assault strategy 

WASHINGTON — The re-
cent attacks in Paris and Beirut 
and the downing of  a Russian 
airliner in Egypt were the first 

results of  a centrally planned 
terrorism campaign by a wing 
of  the Islamic State leadership 
that oversees “external” targets, 
according to U.S. and European 
intelligence officials.

The Islamic State’s overseas 
operations planning cell offers 
strategic guidance, training and 
funding for actions aimed at in-
flicting the maximum possible 
civilian casualties, but leaves 
the task of  picking the time, 

place and manner of  the attacks 
largely to trusted operatives on 
the ground, the officials said.

Carrying out attacks far from 
the Islamic State’s base in Iraq 
and Syria represents an evo-
lution of  the group’s previous 
model of  exhorting followers 
to take up arms wherever they 
live — but without significant 
help from the group. And it up-
ends the view held by the United 
States and its allies of  the Is-

lamic State as a regional threat, 
with a new assessment that the 
group poses a whole new sets of  
risks.

“Once the Islamic State pos-
sessed territory that provided 
them sanctuary and allowed 
them to act with impunity, they 
like other jihadist groups in-
evitably turned to external at-
tacks,” said William Wechsler, 
a senior fellow at the Center for 
American Progress and until 

last January a top counterter-
rorism official at the Pentagon.

One possible motivation of  the 
change in strategy by the Islam-
ic State, also called ISIS or ISIL, 
is to seize leadership of  the glob-
al jihad from al-Qaida — from 
which the Islamic State broke 
away in 2013. The attack on the 
Radisson Blu hotel in Mali on 
Friday was probably carried out 
by two al-Qaida-linked groups, 

Attacks in Paris, beyond point 
to timing and target choices 

being left to trusted operatives

By ERIC SCHMITT
NEW YORK TIMES
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